Betty White dies 


Television icon dies just a few weeks shy 


of her 100th birthday. News, Page 4 
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Tutu mourned 


Thousands pay respects to Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. News, Page 4 


Huskies-Hoyas canceled 
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Women’s game Wednesday at Georgetown 
canceled due to COVID-19. Sports, Page 1 
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Mostly cloudy 
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Morning fog; possible showers; 
high of 52. Sports, Page 6 
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Gov. Ned Lamont announces the arrival of 426,000 at-home COVID-19 tests and N95 masks at the state commodities warehouse in New Britain on 
Friday for distribution to cities and towns. CLOE POISSON PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


AT-HOME COVID-19 
TESTS READY ‘TO GO 


More than 400,000 delivered 
to Connecticut; will start to be 
handed out early next week 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


The more than 400,000 at-home COVID- 
19 tests that finally arrived in Connecticut 
early Friday will begin to be handed out to 
state residents early next week. 

Surrounded by boxes containing the 
426,000 tests at a state warehouse in New 
Britain, Gov. Ned Lamont urged community 
leaders to prioritize vulnerable residents, 
including those with symptoms, home- 
less people and front-line workers. More 
tests were expected to arrive through the 
weekend in advance of free distribution in 


municipalities next week. 


The tests arrived hours after Lamont 
held a Thursday evening news conference 


SSS 


and admitted that a deal for Connecticut 


Turn to Tests, Page 2 
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Pallets loaded with rapid COVID-19 tests sit ready for distribution at the state commodities 
warehouse in New Britain on Friday. 


Subdued celebrations welcome 2022 


As virus keeps filling 
hospitals, world clings 
to hope amid exhaustion 


By John Leicester 
and Nick Perry 


Associated Press 


PARIS — Sorrow for the dead 
and dying, fear of more infections 
to come and hopes for an end to the 
coronavirus pandemic were — again 
— the bittersweet cocktail with 
which the world said good riddance 
to 2021 and ushered in 2022. 


New Year’s Eve, which used 
to be celebrated globally with a 
free-spirited wildness, felt instead 
like a case of deja vu, with the 
fast-spreading omicron variant 
again filling hospitals. 

At the La Timone hospital in the 
southern French city of Marseille, 
Dr. Fouad Bouzana could only sigh 
Friday when asked what 2022 
might bring. 

“Big question,” he said. “It’s start- 
ing to become exhausting, because 
the waves come one after another.” 


Turn to New Year, Page 3 





Students 
participate ina 
demonstration 
Friday to say 
goodbye to 
2021 in Lahore, 
Pakistan. 
Around the 
world, sorrow, 
fear and 
exhaustion 
greet 2022 as 
the pandemic 
persists. K.M. 
CHAUDARY/AP 


TOP10 


surge 
dashes 
early ’21 
hopes 


Optimism that built 
through much of year 
dampened by omicron 





By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut entered 2021 
amid a large COVID-19 wave, 
with hopes it would be the state’s 
last. 

Now, Connecticut ends 2021 
amid a large COVID-19 wave, with 
hopes it will be the state’s last. 

Altogether, the numbers were 
ugly: 324,482 cases and 3,165 
deaths in 2021 alone, even as 
more than three million state 
residents received at least one 
dose of a newly available vaccine. 

Whereas it looked mid-year 
as though Connecticut had 
conquered COVID-19, the calen- 
dar ends with high levels of infec- 
tions, illness and uncertainty. 
With the omicron variant spread- 
ing rapidly, the state has experi- 
enced record case counts and test 
positivity rates, leaving hospitals 
packed and health care workers 
worn down. 

“It’s never been this hard,” 
Sherri Dayton, a nurse and 
union leader at Backus Hospital 
in Norwich, said recently. “It’s 
always been hard, and we’ve 
always had a staffing shortage as 
long as I can remember, but it’s 
never been this bad.” 

The year began with Connecti- 
cut midway through a devastat- 
ing COVID-19 surge that killed 
several thousand residents and 
hospitalized many more. Busi- 
ness faced capacity limits, masks 
were required in public spaces, 
and some schools resorted to 
remote learning. 

Slowly, the situation improved. 
Cases began to slow and local 
hospitals emptied. Restrictions 
were lifted. At a May 27 press 
conference, Gov. Ned Lamont 
struck a hopeful tone as Dr. 
Scott Gottlieb, one of his go-to 
pandemic advisors, declared an 
“qnterim victory” over COVID-19. 

It helped that Connecticut was 
by then one of America’s most 
vaccinated states, with all adults 
eligible for a shot and more than 
half having already gotten at least 
one. 

With its weather warm and its 
population protected, Connecti- 
cut’s coronavirus numbers 
continued to improve. On July 
1, the state reported only 35 new 
COVID-19 cases. The next week 
hospitalizations hit a new low, 
with only 25 patients receiving 
treatment, and the state recorded 
just a single coronavirus-linked 
death over a seven-day period. 

However, a relatively COVID- 
free summer wasn’t to be. The 
delta variant emerged in July and 
became dominant within weeks, 
causing a surge in cases that frus- 
trated residents who’d thought 
the pandemic was over. 


Turn to Virus, Page 2 


Step into the new year with state’s ‘First Day Hikes’ 


Connecticut parks, 
DEEP plan 14 events 
for New Year’s Day 


By Christopher Arnott 


Hartford Courant 


For a COVID-safe way to ring 
in the new year, the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Protection is again 
offering First Day Hikes at over a 


McDonald’s workers, union activists, get their jobs back 


A federal labor judge ruled that a McDonald’s restaurant owner used pandemic layoffs as a 
“scheme” to permanently dump four workers who were active in unionizing efforts. Page 5 


dozen state parks. 

“It’s been a tough few weeks,” 
said DEEP spokesperson Meghan 
Bard. “COVID changed a lot of 
holiday plans. A walk outside is a 
way to combat the holiday blues.” 

First Day Hikes is part of a 
national initiative overseen by the 
National Association of State Park 
Directors. The DEEP is working 
with various “Friends of ...” park 
groups groups, as well as local 
parks organizations such as the 


Connecticut Forest and Park Asso- 
ciation, to provide both guided and 
self-guided hikes through state 
land. 

Connecticut has been offering 
the First Day Hikes for around a 
decade. Some local groups have 
been organizing New Year’s Day 
hikes for much longer than that. 

“We put it out there and see who 
wants to participate,’ said Kristen 
Bellantuono, who coordinates the 
First Day Hikes for DEEP. 


OD IMO wocscesescsccenee 
Obituaries ........... 
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There are hikes at 14 different 
parks around the state. There is 
no registration required. 

The hikes can vary considerably, 
Bellantuono said. “We have some 
hikes for true beginners. Others 
are more advanced. Some are 
along the shoreline, while some are 
scenic woodland hikes. Each park 
is unique in its own way. There’s 
something for everyone.” 

At noon on Jan. 1, for example, 


Killingworth will hold Costume 
Dog Parade, followed at 1 p.m. by 
two separate hiking opportunities, 
one guided and one self-directed. 
Some individual hikes attract 
hundreds of hikers. Bellantu- 
ono said one she gave at Sessions 
Woods a couple of years ago drew 
150-200 people. “Hammonasset 
probably gets the most,” she said. 
The First Day Hikes for 2021 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Tests 


from Page 1 


to buy millions of at-home 
tests to hand out to resi- 
dents fell apart when the 
state was outbid. By Friday 
morning, the state had found 
new suppliers, including 
Aetna parent CVS Health, 
to provide the test kits that 
will be handed out free to 
state residents and used in 
schools. 

“We got ourselves to the 
front of the line”? Lamont 
said, noting that the state is 
dealing with a “Gold Rush” 
mentality in competition for 
the rapid test kits. Until more 
test kits arrive in coming 
days and weeks, tests should 
go to people who truly need 
them, he said. 

“If you’re showing symp- 
toms, get a test kit. If you’re 
going to be going into a 
school on Monday, do public 
safety work or forward 
facing public workers who 
feel like they may have 
something going on, get a 
test,’ Lamont said. “Other- 
wise, you can hold off alittle 
bit. We’re going to have a 
lot more tests in the next 
couple of weeks so that we 
can prioritize the people 
that are most in need.” 

Lamont said the state is 
still working to sign new 
agreements to replace the 
tests he thought the state had 
purchased. Earlier this week, 
the state announced it had a 
deal to buy 3 million COVID- 
19 at-home rapid tests and 6 
million N95 masks to help 
curb the spread of the virus. 
Two million of the tests were 
to go to schools. The deal, 
valued at more than $18 
million, fell apart when the 
state was outbid. 

Lamont and administra- 
tion officials said they were 
told the tests were on the 
way from California, when 
in fact Connecticut was 
the loser in a deal that was 
“misrepresented” to state 
officials. It was not immedi- 
ately clear who was getting 
the tests instead. 

The development — 
after Lamont said the tests 
were on the way all week 
— stunned municipalities 
across Connecticut who 
were planning to hand out 
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“If you’re showing symptoms, get a test kit. If you’re going to be going into a school 
on Monday, do public safety work or forward facing public workers who feel like they 
may have something going on, get a test. Otherwise, you can hold off a little bit. We’re 
going to have a lot more tests in the next couple of weeks.” — Gov. Ned Lamont 
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A Connecticut National Guardsman drives a fork lift to move a pallet of N95 masks at the state commodities warehouse in New 
Britain on Friday. Gov. Ned Lamont announced the arrival of the masks and 426,000 home COVID-19 tests for distribution to 
cities and towns in anews conference at the warehouse. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


the free tests on Thursday 
and Friday. The Lamont 
administration had said 
repeatedly this week that the 
delay was due to shipping 
and supply chain problems. 
“The entire state of 
Connecticut was misled 
by the governor’s office on 
Monday at a time when 
information and data is crit- 
ical. At this point, we need 
to trust, but verify, every- 
thing that comes out of that 
office.,’ House Republican 
leader Vincent Candelora 
said Thursday afternoon. 
Connecticut is now in 
the midst of one of the most 
severe surges of the nearly 
two-year old pandemic. 
There are nearly 1,200 
people hospitalized due to 
COVID-19 and the state’s 
seven-day positivity rate 
stands at 14%. On Thursday, 
the state reported 7,700 new 
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cases, the most of any day 
during the pandemic. 

No statewide COVID- 
19 numbers were released 
Friday, but in the Yale New 
Haven Health System, Chief 
Executive Officer Marna 
Borgstrom said hospitals 
are struggling with a rising 
caseload of patients very ill 
with the virus. 

Borgstrom said that the 
system’s five hospitals had 
513 Covid-positive patients 
hospitalized as of Friday 
morning. 

This 
increase” from the just over 
100 patients the system had 
hospitalized at the beginning 
ofthe month, Borgstom said, 
speaking during a Friday 


YNHH officials said. Nine- 


teen of those patients are 
children and five children 
were in the ICU Friday, offi- 
cials said. 

“There are people who 
are very, very ill,” said Dr. 
Thomas Balcezak, chief 
clinical officer at Yale New 
Haven Health. 

But Balcezak also noted 
that, as the demand across 
the state for COVID-19 test- 
ing increases, the YNHH 
system had to hire off-duty 
police officers at all of 
the YNHH testing sites 
“because of unruly behav- 
ior” on the part of some 
people who sought care 
there. 

“This is an uptick in some 
unfortunate behaviors,” 


“fivefold 


is a 


morning Zoom meeting. Balcezak said. 

Of the 513 hospitalized Now, all testing by YNHH 
patients, 76 wereintheICU will be done by appoint- 
and 49 were on ventilators, ment only and through the 


system’s website, he said. 
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Officials also stressed that 
routine Covid testing will 
not be done at emergency 
rooms. 

Balcezak and Borgstom 
stressed what they said was 
the need to show civility 
and kindness toward hospi- 
tal personnel. The hospital 
system is not allowing visi- 
tors, except with certain 
exceptions, 

“We are in this together, 
all of us have a part to play 
in this pandemic,’ Balcezak 
said. 

He said “we are going to 
see more challenges before 
it gets better.” 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 


Information from Connecti- 
cut Mirror is included in 
this story. 
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Virus 


from Page 1 


As case counts rose, 
Connecticut entered 
its “anger” stage of 
pandemic grief. Resi- 
dents fed up with vaccine 
requirements and mask 
mandates in schools held 
defiant protests. Others 
— those who had been 
vaccinated and taken all 
recommended precau- 
tions — grew resentful 
that their unvaccinated 
neighbors were prolong- 
ing the crisis. 

But the numbers even- 
tually began to dip again, 
and it seemed once more 
than Connecticut was 
putting the pandemic 
behind it. The arrival of 
vaccine boosters further 
lifted hopes, even as 
experts warned about a 
possible winter spike to 
come. 

As it turned out, the 
winter has been worse 
than even the most pessi- 
mistic local experts 
predicted. Cases were 
rising rapidly even before 
the arrival of the omicron 
variant, which has now 
taken the state’s numbers 
to unprecedented levels. 
The year ended this week 
with Connecticut report- 
ing a 20% positivity rate 
Thursday, setting a record 
for a third straight day. 

The good news for 
Connecticut is that 
COVID-19 vaccines (with 
boosters) remain effec- 
tive in staving off seri- 
ous infection, according 
to experts, so the state’s 
high vaccine rate should 
continue to help limit 
hospitalizations and 
deaths moving forward. 
If the omicron variant 
proves to have less severe 
symptoms than other 
strains, as is it reported 
appears to be the case, 
Connecticut’s outlook 
could improve once this 
current spike subsides. 

The third year of the 
pandemic, however, is on 
the way. 


Alex Putterman can be 
reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 
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New Year 


from Page 1 


The pandemic game-changer of 
2021 — vaccinations — continued 
apace, with some people getting 
jabs while others stocked up on 
drinks and treats for subdued 
feasting. Some milestones were 
met: Pakistan said it had fully 
vaccinated 70 million of its 220 
million people this year and Brit- 
ain said it met its goal of offering 
a vaccine booster shot to all adults 
by Friday. 

In Russia, President Vladimir 
Putin mourned the dead, praised 
Russians for their strength in diffi- 
cult times and soberly warned 
that the pandemic “isn’t retreat- 
ing yet.” Russia’s virus task force 
has reported 308,860 COVID-19 
deaths but its state statistics agency 
says the death toll has been more 
than double that. 

“T would like to express words 
of sincere support to all those who 
lost their dear ones,” Putin said in 
a televised address broadcast just 
before midnight. 

Elsewhere, the venue that many 
chose for New Year’s celebrations 
was the same place they became 
overly familiarly with during lock- 
downs: their homes. Because of 
omicron’s virulence, cities canceled 
traditional New Year’s Eve concerts 
and fireworks displays to avoid 
drawing large crowds. 

Pope Francis also canceled his 
New Year’s Eve tradition of visit- 
ing the life-size manger set up in 
St. Peter’s Square, again to avoid 
a crowd. In an unusual move for 
Francis, the 85-year-old pontiff 
donned a surgical mask for a 
Vespers service of prayer and 
hymns Friday evening. But he also 
delivered a homily standing and 
unmasked. 

Face masks again became 
mandatory Friday on the streets of 
Paris, arule widely ignored among 
afternoon crowds that thronged 
the sunbathed Champs-Elysees, 
where a planned fireworks display 
was canceled. With nearly 50% of 
Paris-region intensive care beds 
filled by COVID-19 patients, hospi- 
tals were ordered to postpone 
nonessential surgeries. 

Yet boisterous New Year’s Eve 
celebrations kicked off in the 
Serbian capital of Belgrade where, 
unlike elsewhere in Europe, mass 
gatherings were allowed despite 
fears of the omicron variant. Large 
crowds gathered Friday evening 
for outdoor concerts, fireworks 
and a light show, and hotels and 
bars were packed. One medical 
expert predicted that Serbia will 
see thousands of new COVID-19 
infections after the holidays. 

More than 300,000 visitors 
were expected in Las Vegas for 
events including a New Year’s Eve 


Hikes 


from Page 1 


were nearly all self-guided due to 
COVID concerns. Parks did not 
close during the early, pre-vaccine 
period of the COVID pandemic, 
though some new rules were insti- 
tuted that limited capacity. One of 
the responsibilities of DEEP staff 
and others running the hikes will 
be keeping the hiking groups safely 
distanced, Bard said. 

Bellantuono recommends dress- 
ing appropriately when hiking, 
especially during cold weather. 
Other tips can be found at the 
American Hiking Society website 
at americanhiking.org/first-day- 
hikes. Regarding COVID concerns, 
earlier this year the DEEP issued 
a “New Normal Health & Safety 
Guidelines” booklet, which can 
be found at portal.ct.gov/-/media/ 
DEEP/COVID-19/Health_Safety_ 
Flyer_NN_Final.pdf. The guide- 
lines, which cover a range of 
outdoor activities besides hiking, 
state that unvaccinated partici- 
pants should wear masks outdoors 
when social distancing is not possi- 
ble. 

Here is a list of DEEP state 
parks offering special First Day 
Hike events on Jan. 1, 2022, with 
descriptions drawn from DEEP 
listings: 

@ Auerfarm State Park Scenic 
Reserve, Bloomfield. “Look for 
signs of winter wildlife while 
hiking to the top of the old 
Auerfarm orchard.” 10 a.m. 

@ Bluff Point State Park, Groton. 
“An approximately 3.5 mile 
loop hike (about 1 hour and 45 
minutes).” 11 a.m. 

@ Chatfield Hollow State Park, 
Killingworth. A costume dog 
parade at noon, followed by hikes 
at 1 p.m. 

M@ Gillette Castle State Park, East 
Haddam. All-day self-guided 
hiking opportunities, “with a trail 
map describing ‘curious structures’ 
and historical sites on the expan- 
sive grounds of Gillette Castle.” 

@ Goodwin State Forest, Hampton. 
Self-guided “nature-themed scav- 
enger hunt” with “simple prizes.” 
All day. 

M@Fort Griswold Battlefield 
State Park, Groton. A “volunteer 
in period dress” leads visitors 
through Fort Griswold. There’s 
also an on-site cell phone tour. 
Noon. 
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Drones create a lion in the sky above the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich to bring in the New Year on Saturday in London. ROB PINNEY/GETTY 
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fireworks show on the Strip that 
was canceled last year due to the 
pandemic. 

In Japan, people thronged 
temples and shrines, most of them 
wearing masks. Some shrugged off 
the virus, dining and drinking in 
downtown Tokyo and flocking to 


™@ Hammonasset Beach State Park, 
Madison. An “easy walk” on the 
Cedar Island trail, “to identify trees 
using buds and bark and searching 
for seals.” 1 p.m. 

MKettletown State Park, 
Southbury. The 1.8-mile Miller 
Trail, featuring a log bridge and 
views of Lake Zoar. 1 p.m. 

™@ Mansfield Hollow State Park, 
Chaplin. Two hikes offered: a 2.2 
mile hike on easy to moderate 
terrain and a 4.5 mile hike which 
is moderate to challenging. Both 
hikes leave at 11 a.m. from the 
recreation field parking lot on 
Bassetts Bridge Road in Mansfield. 
@ Machimoodus/Sunrise State 
Park, Moodus. “Several experi- 
enced trail leaders ready to lead 
some hikes.” 1 p.m. 

MPachaug State Forest, 
Voluntown. A two-mile interme- 
diate level hike “from the tran- 
quility of Mount Misery brook, up 
the actual Mountain of Misery, to 
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A couple kisses on the Champs-Elysees Avenue in Paris early on New Year’s Day. MARTIN BUREAU/GETTY-AFP 


shops, celebrating being freed from 
recent virus restrictions. 

In South Korea’s capital, 
Seoul, the annual New Year’s 
Eve bell-ringing ceremony was 
canceled for the second straight 
year due to a surge in cases, and 
a pre-recorded video was instead 


one of Connecticut’s most historic 
Summit views, then back down an 
old fire tower road to a cutoff that 
will lead us to our Friend’s New 
Year’s Campfire Celebration.” 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

MPeoples State Forest, 
Barkhamsted. Due to the weather, 
the First Day Hike & Sky’s The Limit 
event at People’s State Forest has 
been rescheduled to Jan. 8. Hikes 
led by Friends of American Legion & 
Peoples State Forest will take place 
at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m., and Sky’s the 
Limit program starts at 12:30 p.m. 
Meet at Mathies Grove Pavilion. 
MSessions Woods Wildlife 
Management Area, Burlington. 
A “strenuous” five mile on the 
Tunxis Trail. 10 a.m. 

@ Sherwood Island State Park, 
Westport. Guided 2-2.5 mile hike. 
Noon. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 
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broadcast online and on television. 

South Korean authorities also 
closed many beaches and other 
tourist attractions along the east 
coast, which usually swarm with 
people hoping to catch the year’s 
first sunrise, and extended tough 
distancing rules for another two 





weeks. 

In India, millions of people rang 
in the new year from their homes, 
with nighttime curfews and 
other restrictions taking the fizz 
out of celebrations in New Delhi, 
Mumbai and other large cities. 
Authorities have imposed restric- 
tions to keep revelers away from 
restaurants, hotels, beaches and 
bars amid a surge in cases fueled 
by omicron. 

Many Indonesians were also 
forgoing their usual festivities for 
a quieter evening at home, after the 
government banned many New 
Year’s Eve celebrations. 

In Hong Kong, a New Year’s Eve 
concert featuring local celebrities 
including boy band Mirror was the 
first big New Year’s Eve event since 
2018, after events were canceled in 
2019 due to political strife and last 
year because of the pandemic. 

In mainland China, the Shanghai 
government canceled an annual 
light show along the Huangpu 
River that usually draws hundreds 
of thousands of spectators. There 
were no plans for public festivities 
in Beijing, where popular temples 
have been closed or had limited 
access since mid-December. 

In the Philippines, a typhoon 
two weeks ago wiped out basic 
necessities for tens of thousands 
of people ahead of New Year’s 
Eve. More than 400 were killed by 
Typhoon Rai and at least 82 remain 
missing. 


Winter settles in along Chatfield Hollow Brook. COURANT FILE PHOTO 
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BETTY WHITE 1922-2021 


TV icon was a beloved 
fixture for over 60 years 


By Frazier Moore 
Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Betty 
White, whose saucy, 
up-for-anything charm 
made her a television main- 
stay for more than 60 years, 
whether as a man-crazy TV 
hostess on “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show” or the loopy 
housemate on “The Golden 
Girls,” has died. She was 99. 

White would have turned 
100 on Jan. 17. 

She launched her TV 
career in daytime talk shows 
when the medium was still 
in its infancy and endured 
well into the age of cable and 
streaming. Her combination 
of sweetness and edginess 
gave life to a roster of quirky 
characters in shows from 
the sitcom “Life With Eliz- 
abeth” in the early 1950s to 
oddball Rose Nylund in “The 
Golden Girls” in the ’80s to 
“Boston Legal,” which ran 
from 2004 to 2008. 

But it was in 2010 that 
White’s stardom erupted as 
never before. 

In a Snickers commer- 
cial that premiered during 
that year’s Super Bow] tele- 
cast, she impersonated an 
energy-sapped dude getting 
tackled during a sandlot 
football game. 
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“Mike, you’re playing 
like Betty White out there,’ 
jeered one of his chums. 
White, flat on the ground 
and covered in mud, fired 
back, “That’s not what your 
girlfriend said!” 

That helped spark a 
Facebook campaign called 
“Betty White to Host SNL 
(please?)!,” whose half-mil- 
lion fans led to her co-host- 
ing “Saturday Night Live” 
in a much-watched, watch- 
hailed edition that Mother’s 
Day weekend. The appear- 
ance won her a seventh 
Emmy award. 

A month later, cable’s TV 
Land premiered “Hot In 
Cleveland,” the network’s 
first original scripted series, 
which starred Valerie Berti- 
nelli, Jane Leeves and 
Wendie Malick as three 
past-their-prime show-biz 
veterans who move to Ohio. 
They move into a home 
being looked after by an 
elderly widow — a charac- 
ter, played by White, who 
was meant to appear only in 
the pilot episode. 

But White stole the show, 
and the salty Elka Ostrovsky 
became a key part of the 
series, an immediate hit. She 
was voted the Entertainer of 
the Year by members of The 
Associated Press. 
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A coffin with the body of retired Archbishop Desmond Tutu is carried Friday into St. George’s 


“It’s ridiculous,’ White 
said of the honor. “They 
haven’t caught on to me, and 
I hope they never do.” 

By then, White had not 
only become the hippest star 
around, but also arole model 
for how to grow old joyously. 

“Don’t try to be young,” 
she told the AP. “Just open 
your mind. Stay interested 
in stuff. There are so many 
things I won’t live long 
enough to find out about, 
but I’m still curious about 
them.” 

White almost wasn’t cast 
as “Happy Homemaker” Sue 
Ann Nivens in “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show” in 1973. 
She and her husband, Allen 
Ludden, were close friends 
of Moore and Moore’s 
then-husband, producer 
Grant Tinker. It was feared 
that if White failed on the 
show, which already was a 
huge hit, it would be embar- 
rassing for all four. But CBS 
casting head Ethel Winant 
declared White the logical 
choice. 

Originally planned as a 
one-shot appearance, the 
role of Sue Ann (which 
humorously foreshadowed 
Martha Stewart) lasted until 
Moore ended the series in 
1977. The role brought her 
two Emmys as supporting 





Betty White’s television career, headlined by her roles on“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” and “The 
Golden Girls; soanned more than 60 years. White died Friday at 99. CHRIS PIZZELLO/AP 2009 


actress in a comedy series. 

In 1985, White starred on 
NBC with Bea Arthur, Rue 
McClanahan and Estelle 
Getty in “The Golden 
Girls.” Its cast of mature 
actresses, playing single 
women in Miami retire- 
ment, presented a gamble in 
a youth-conscious industry. 
But it proved a solid hit and 
lasted until 1992. 

White played Rose, a 
gentle, dim widow who 
managed to misinterpret 
most situations. She drove 
her roommates crazy with 
off-the-wall tales of child- 
hood in fictional St. Olaf, 
Minnesota. The role won 


ANALYSIS 


her another Emmy. 

White began her televi- 
sion career as a $50-a-week 
sidekick to alocal Los Ange- 
les TV personality in 1949. 
She was hired for a local 
daytime show starring Al 
Jarvis, the best-known disc 
jockey in Los Angeles. 

White proved to be anatu- 
ral for the new medium. 
She was bright, pretty and 
likable, with a dimpled, 
eye-crinkling smile. Jarvis 
was replaced by actor Eddie 
Albert, and when he went to 
Europe for the film “Roman 
Holiday,” she headed the 
show. 

With the glib tongue and 


quick responses nurtured 
in the Jarvis years, she was a 
welcome guest on “I’ve Gota 
Secret,” “To Tell the Truth,” 
“What’s My Line” and other 
game shows — all the way up 
to the 2008 “Million Dollar 
Password,” which revived 
the game once hosted by 
Ludden, whom she had met 
when a contestant on his 
original “Password.” 

That was in 1961, and the 
next year, while touring 
in summer theater during 
television’s off season, she 
starred with Ludden in the 
comedy “Critic’s Choice.” 
The marriage lasted from 
1963 until his death in 1981. 


GOP looking ahead to big ’22 
even while challenges persist 


By Steve Peoples 
and Will Weissert 


Associated Press 





Cathedral in Cape Town, South Africa. Tutu died Sunday at 90. TSVANGIRAYI MUKWAZHI/AP 


‘Moral giant’ Tutu honored 
by mourners in South Africa 


By Andrew Meldrum 


Associated Press 


CAPE TOWN, South 
Africa — South Africans 
from all corners of retired 
Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu’s “rainbow nation” 
filed past his plain pine 
casket by the hundreds on 
Friday to pay their respects 
to his life of activism for 
equality for all races, creeds 
and sexual orientations. 

“He was a moral giant. 
He was a moral and spiri- 
tual giant loved and revered 
for fighting for equality for 
all people,” said the Rev. 
Michael Lapsley, on the 
steps of the historic St. 
George’s Cathedral after 
Tutu’s coffin was carried 
in amid music, incense and 
prayers. 

Anglican clergy — women 
and men, Black and white, 
young and old — lined the 
street to honor the cortége 
carrying Tutu’s body to the 
church. Members of the 
Tutu family accompanied 
the casket into the cathe- 
dral. 

People began filing 
through the lofty cathedral 
to light candles and view 
the simple coffin with rope 
handles which Tutu had 
said he wanted to avoid any 





More than 1,400 U.S. flights on the East Coast were scrubbed 


ostentation or lavish expen- 
ditures. 

More than 2,000 people 
visited the cathedral on 
the first day of viewing on 
Thursday and on Friday the 
line stretched for nearly a 
mile. A requiem mass for 
Tutu will be held Satur- 
day before he is cremated 
and his remains placed in a 
columbarium in the cathe- 
dral. 

“His work did not stop 
with the end of apartheid,” 
Lapsley said, in reference 
to South Africa’s regime 
of racial oppression which 
Tutu prominently opposed 
and which ended in 1994 
when South Africa held a 
democratic election. 

“Archbishop Tutu bravely 
championed the equality of 
all people. He transformed 
the church by bringing 
women into the clergy. He 
championed the LGBTQ 
community, for whom he 
is ahero all over the world,” 
Lapsley also said. 

One of the first women 
priests ordained by Tutu, 
the Rev. Wilma Jakobsen, 
said Tutu radically changed 
South Africa’s Anglican 
church. 

“The face of the church 
has changed. It has women 
priests and women in posi- 


on Friday. Above, travelers in line in Chicago. NAM Y. HUH/AP 


tions of leadership. It has 
people of all colors. Our 
church welcomes LGBTQ 
people. That’s all thanks 
to the leadership of Arch- 
bishop Tutu,” said Jakob- 
sen, who served as Tutu’s 
personal chaplain when he 
was archbishop. 

After the viewing Friday, 
Tutu’s body remained alone 
overnight in the cathedral, 
“a place that he loved,” 
according to a statement 
from Archbishop of Cape 
Town Thabo Makgoba. 

The cathedral, the Angli- 
can church’s oldest in 
southern Africa, dating to 
1847, shows the changes 
encouraged by Tutu. The 
Crypt Memory and Witness 
Center has public educa- 
tion programs to encourage 
healing and social justice. 

With her gray hair pulled 
back in a ponytail tinged 
with purple, and wearing 
a brightly colored rainbow 
mask, the Rev. Maria Claas- 
sen said she was paying 
homage to Tutu. 

“He was a very humble 
man but to sit in the same 
room with him, you could 
feel the strength of his pres- 
ence, of his convictions,” 
said Claassen, an Angli- 
can priest in Cape Town’s 
Durbanville area. 


WASHINGTON — Not 
long ago, the Republican 
Party was hitting bottom. 

The GOP had lost the 
presidency and House in 
November 2020 and would 
soon squander its Senate 
majority early in 2021 — 
then watch with horror as 
supporters of then-Pres- 
ident Donald Trump 
stormed the U.S. Capitol 
last Jan. 6. 

What a difference a year 
makes. 

A resurgent GOP is now 
poised to reclaim one or 
both congressional cham- 
bers in 2022, while retaining 
its lock on dozens of state 
legislatures and governor’s 
offices. Republican confi- 
dence is fueled by President 
Joe Biden’s underwhelming 
poll numbers, a Democratic 
economic and social agenda 
that’s faltering, intensifying 
concerns about inflation, 
and deepening frustration 
with the pandemic. 

At its most basic level, 
though, GOP optimism 
is born of the same polit- 
ical headwinds that have 
shaped U.S. politics for 
decades. The party that 
controls the White House 
has a tremendous disadvan- 
tage in the first election of a 
new presidency. 

“We’re going to have a 
hell of a year,” said Florida 
Sen. Rick Scott, who leads 
the national GOP’s Senate 
campaign arm. 

Republicans dominated 
last fall’s elections across 
Virginia, New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania, 
even in areas Biden easily 
carried in 2020. 

Democratic strate- 
gists acknowledge being 
concerned about a wave 
of Democratic congressio- 
nal retirements, Repub- 
lican-controlled state 
legislatures reshaping 
House districts, a struggle 
to enact Biden’s leading 





Some GOP operatives fear that former President Donald 
Trump’s false comments about election fraud could depress 
voter turnout among party loyalists in 2022. BEN GRAY/AP 


campaign promises, and a 
disengaged political base. 

Yet Republicans face their 
own significant challenges. 
A Supreme Court decision 
expected next summer that 
could dramatically erode or 
dismantle abortion rights 
could galvanize Democratic 
supporters. 

But Trump himself is an 
even bigger wild card. 

The former president has 
waged war against fellow 
Republicans whom he 
deems insufficiently loyal. 
Some GOP operatives also 
fear that Trump’s lies about 
election fraud could depress 
turnout among is loyalists. 

“We just have to limit 
the damage that he’s caus- 
ing,” Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan, a member of the 
Republican Governors 
Association’s executive 
board. 

“If we have big battles 
in primaries, either we’re 
going to nominate people 
who are unelectable in 
purple states or swing 
districts, or we’re going to 
beat up our incumbents 
so bad that they lose the 
general election,’ added 
Hogan. 

Republican-controlled 
legislatures have aided 
the Republicans’ potential 
House fortunes by drawing 
new congressional districts 


that are even more favor- 
able to the party. 

Many Republican legisla- 
tures have also enacted laws 
making it more difficult to 
vote in response to Trump’s 
false claims of voter fraud. 
That’s expected to dispro- 
portionately affect Demo- 
cratic-leaning African 
Americans and Latinos. 

Representing the Demo- 
cratic Party’s most reliable 
base of support, many Black 
voters are also frustrated 
by the party’s inability to 
enact policing overhauls in 
response to the outcry that 
followed George Floyd’s 
murder over a year ago. 

Some Democrats insist 
there is cause for optimism. 
No issue may be bigger than 
a looming Supreme Court 
decision on abortion rights. 
The conservative-leaning 
court will weigh whether 
to weaken or even overturn 
the decision that legalized 
abortion nationwide. 

Democrats are hopeful 
that a major shift on the 
politically charged case 
would help rally subur- 
ban women — voters who 
lifted the party during the 
2018 midterms. “We are 
the tortoise and they are 
the hare,” said New York 
Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney, 
head of the House Demo- 
cratic campaign arm. 


New wave of canceled flights closes out 2021 


By David Koenig 


Associated Press 


More canceled flights 
frustrated air travelers on 
the final day of 2021 and 
appeared all but certain to 
inconvenience hundreds of 
thousands more over the 
New Year’s holiday week- 
end. 

Airlines blamed many of 
the cancellations on crew 
shortages related to the 
spike in COVID-19 infec- 
tions, along with wintry 
weather in parts of the 


United States. 

By early afternoon Friday 
on the East Coast, airlines 
had scrubbed more than 
1,400 U.S. flights — about 
6% of all scheduled flights 
— and roughly 2,900 world- 
wide, according to tracking 
service FlightAware. 

That pushed the total U.S. 
cancellations since Christ- 
mas Eve above 9,000, with 
the peak of 1,520 on Dec. 26. 

The disruptions come 
just as travel numbers climb 
higher going into the holi- 
day weekend. Since Dec. 16, 


more than 2 million travel- 
ers a day on average have 
passed through U.S. airport 
security checkpoints, an 
increase of nearly 100,000 
a day since November and 
nearly double last Decem- 
ber. 

Led by United and 
JetBlue, airlines have 
already canceled more than 
1,000 U.S. flights on Saturday 
and nearly 500 on Sunday. 

On Friday, United 
canceled over 200 flights, 
or 11% of its schedule — 
and that doesn’t include 


cancellations on the United 
Express regional affiliate. 
CommutAir, which oper- 
ates many United Express 
flights, scrubbed one-third 
of its schedule by midday, 
according to FlightAware. 

JetBlue canceled more 
than 140 flights, or 14% 
of its schedule, and Delta 
grounded more than 100, or 
5% of its flights by midday 
Friday. Allegiant, Alaska, 
Spirit and regional carri- 
ers SkyWest and Mesa all 
scrubbed at least 9% of their 
flights. 
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UConn delays move-in, will start classes online 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


UConn will conduct 
courses online only for the 
first two weeks of the spring 
semester and delay the 
move-in period, according 
to the university president. 

The actions were driven 
by a recent sharp increase 
in student COVID-19 posi- 
tivity rates and the increas- 
ing prevalence of the virus 
across Connecticut and the 
nation, interim President 
Andrew Agwunobi wrote 
in a message to the univer- 
sity community. 

Classes will still begin 
on Jan. 18, but will be 
conducted online until Jan. 
29, the message said. The 
new residential student 
move-in date will be the 
weekend of Jan. 29. 

“This is subject to further 
change based on the course 
of the pandemic,” Agwunobi 
wrote. 


Transmission of COVID- 
19 has spiked this week 
across the state, with the 
daily positivity rate hitting 
20% Thursday. 

UConn also will be issu- 
ing arequirement that eligi- 
ble students receive booster 
vaccinations, and discus- 
sions are ongoing about 
requiring the same for 
eligible faculty and staff, he 
wrote. 

“The university knows,” 
a message on the UConn 
website says, “that some 
students have no choice but 
to return to our campuses 
over the weekend of the 
15th or earlier based on your 
individual circumstances. 
On Monday, January 3, resi- 
dential students needing 
to live on campus will be 
contacted by residential life 
with instructions on how to 
request approval for housing 
from January 15-29,” 

International students 
and students with demon- 


strated housing insecurity 
will be approved, according 
to the university website. 
Unvaccinated, exempted 
students are not eligible to 
return to university housing 
prior to Jan. 29. 

For students approved 
to live on campus, UConn 
will open in red status with 
added restrictions, including 
online course instruction, 
limited dining and highly 
limited activities, including 
closing in-person usage of 
the Recreation Center until 
Jan. 29. This will closely 
resemble the residential 
quarantine the university 
followed in fall of 2020. 

In January, univer- 
sity leaders will conduct 
online town hall meetings 
for students and staff to 
help answer any questions, 
Agwunobi wrote. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 
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UConn interim President Andrew Agwunobi said spring move-in will be delayed and courses will 
be conducted remotely for the first two weeks of the semester after a recent sharp inscrase in 
student COVID-19 positivity rates. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


Manchester residents urged 
to attend hearing on charter 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


MANCHESTER — At the 
three public hearings the 
Manchester charter revi- 
sion commission has held 
since early June, Chairman 
Josh Howroyd said only 
one person, Democratic 
Town Committee Chair- 
man Mike Pohl, has spoken. 

Howroyd urged residents 
to attend a public hearing 
set for Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in Lincoln Center and offer 
much needed feedback on 
consequential issues. 

“We’re kind of flying 
blind,” he said. 

The charter defines the 
town’s form of government 
and sets out the roles and 
responsibilities of most 
elected and appointed 
town officials. Once a 
commission is appointed, 
the entire charter is on the 
table for review and possi- 
ble changes. This includes 
the form of government, 
which currently consists of 
a town manager and board 
of directors. 

The commission must 


file a report to the board 
of directors by July 6. The 
board then will frame 
proposed charter changes 
for a November referen- 
dum. 

Directors’ resolution 
creating the commission 
in April charged the panel 
with considering specific 
issues, including: 

@ Allow the board of direc- 
tors to draft proposals with- 
out the general manager’s 
direction. Howroyd said 
the commission has not 
reviewed this poten- 
tial change in detail and 
members want to hear resi- 
dents’ views. 

@ Review the structure of 
the council-manager form 
of government. A strong 
mayor form of government 
such as East Hartford’s is 
one option. “I don’t know 
how much support it has,” 
Howroyd, a former town 
mayor, said. 

M@ Revision of terms of 
office and compensation for 
board of directors members. 
Currently, board members 
get $2,000 annually, the 
deputy mayor and secretary 


Vernon man hit by car, 
killed walking on Route 6 


get $2,500 to $2,600 and 
the mayor receives $3,000, 
Howroyd said. The last time 
the amount was raised was 
1996, he said. 

M@ Establish independent 
investigatory powers for the 
board of directors. Again, 
Howroyd said the commis- 
sion has not addressed 
this possible change in any 
detail and members want to 
hear residents’ views. 

@ Empowering the board 
of directors rather than 
the general manager to 
appoint members of certain 
commissions, potentially 
including the conservation 
and economic development 
commissions. 

The commission’s review 

is not restricted to those 
areas. Other changes being 
considered include: 
M@ Changing the name 
of the board of directors 
to “town council” and 
“general manager” to “town 
manager.” The titles are 
anomalies in Connecticut, 
adopted under a corporate 
mindset in 1946 as the town 
transitioned from a board of 
selectmen, Howroyd said. 


@ Examining the appro- 
priateness of residency 
requirements for certain 
town staff positions. 
Currently, the general 
manager, school super- 
intendent, police and fire 
chiefs, public works direc- 
tor and water and sewer 
department administra- 
tor must live in town. The 
residency requirement 
can make recruitment for 
those positions difficult, 
Howroyd said. 

@ Changing references to 
Manchester (pop. 59,713) 
from “town” to “city-” 

M@ Using gender-neutral 
pronouns for hundreds of 
references throughout the 
charter. 

Check the charter revi- 
sion commission website 
— bod.townofmanchester. 
org/index.cfm/charter-re- 
vision-commission — 24 
hours before the meeting 
to find the link for remote 
access and other informa- 
tion. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A Vernon man was killed 
while he was walking in 
a travel lane on Route 6 
in Andover on Thursday 
evening, state police said. 

Todd Uriano, 43, was 
taken to Windham Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, police said. 

The collision happened 
about 500 feet east of Hick- 


ory Hill Drive at about 5:30 
p.m. Uriano was walking 
east on the right shoulder 
when he walked into the 
eastbound travel lane and 
was struck by an Audi Quat- 
tro driven by a 47-year-old 
Andover man, police said. 
The man driving the Audi, 
and his 11-year-old passen- 
ger, were not injured, police 
said, but the vehicle had to 
be towed. Any witness is 
asked to call 860-465-5400. 


Middletown police search 
for suspect in assault, theft 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Middletown police are 
asking for the public’s help 
to track down a man wanted 
for assaulting a woman and 
stealing her car, police said 
Friday. 

Isiah Webb, 25, forced his 
way intoahome at about 2:45 
a.m., assaulted the victim, 
stole some of her personal 
property and later stole her 
car, police said. The vehicle 
has since been recovered. 

Police have an arrest 


warrant for Webb on charges 
that include first-degree 
burglary, third-degree 
strangulation, third-de- 
gree assault, second-de- 
gree unlawful restraint and 
larceny. 

Webb was last seen on 
foot in the area Westlake 
Drive running from police. 
He should be considered a 
danger to the public and citi- 
zens are encouraged not to 
approach him. Anyone with 
information on Webb’s loca- 
tion is encouraged to call 
police at 860-638-4000. 


McDonald’s workers, union activists, get jobs back 


Judge says they 
were targeted for 
protected activities 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A federal labor judge ruled 
that a McDonald’s restau- 
rant owner used coronavi- 
rus pandemic layoffs as a 
“scheme” to permanently 
dump four workers who 
were active in unionizing 
efforts. 


Administrative Law Judge 
Donna N. Dawson found that 
the workers, who had been 
employed at the McDonald’s 
at the service plaza on I-95 
in Darien, were targeted by 
owner Michell Enterprises 
for protected activities. 
Lawson ordered Michell to 
reinstate the workers and 
compensate them for back 
wages and other losses. 

The four were laid off 
in 2020 as the pandemic 
began and never recalled. 
Dawson noted that the 


Windsor Locks-based 
company, which owns other 
McDonald’s restaurants 
in Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey and Massachu- 
setts, had recalled many 
employees who also engaged 
in pro-union activities. 

“However, as shown, no 
other employee’s level of 
union and other protected 
activity reached the levels 
of the four discriminates,” 
Dawson wrote. 

“This decision lays bare 
the way that McDonald’s and 


other fast food outlets have 
used the pandemic as cover 
to attack fair pay, basic bene- 
fits and workers’ protected 
right to form a union,” said 
Rochelle Palache, Vice Pres- 
ident of Service Employees 
International Union, 32 BJ, 
which filed the complaint 
and represented the work- 
ers’ at trial alongside the 
government. 

“We are proud and thrilled 
that (the four workers) now 
join other McDonald’s work- 
ers who have won resti- 


tution in the service plaza 
campaign,” Palache said, “and 
we enter the New Year deter- 
mined to win better condi- 
tions and a union for them 
and all their co-workers, as a 
part of the national campaign 
for $15 and a Union.” 

A representative of 
Michell Enterprises could 
not be reached. 

The ruling, according to 
an SEIU news release, closes 
out the year on a satisfying 
note for one of the affected 
workers, said Mario Franco, 


who worked at the Darien 
service plaza McDonald’s 
for over 20 years. 

“After all the struggles 
we've gone through,” Franco 
said, “I’m so glad that the 
justice we’ve always desired 
is finally starting to arrive, 
and I believe together we can 
make this New Year the one 
where we win new union 
membership for all.” 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 








Wind-swept fires ravage commun 


By Brittany Peterson, 
Patty Nieberg 

and Colleen Slevin 
Associated Press 


SUPERIOR, Colo. — 
One couple returned home 
Friday to find the mailbox 
about the only thing left 
standing. Charred cars and 
a burned trampoline lay 
outside smoldering houses. 
On some blocks, homes 
reduced to smoking ruins 
stood next to ones all but 
unscathed by the flames. 

Colorado residents driven 
from their neighborhoods by 
a terrifying, wind-whipped 
wildfire got their first, 
heartbreaking look at the 
damage the morning after, 
while others could only wait 
and wonder whether their 
homes were among the more 
than 500 feared destroyed. 

Atleast seven people were 
injured, but remarkably there 
were no immediate reports 
of any deaths or anyone miss- 
ing in the aftermath of the 
blaze outside Denver. 

Cathy Glaab found her 
home in the town of Supe- 
rior where she lives with her 





Elise Delaware walks in the remains of her childhood home 
Friday in Louisville, Colorado. JASON CONNOLLY/GETTY-AFP 


husband had been turned 
into a pile of charred and 
twisted debris. It was one of 
seven houses in a row that 
burned to the ground. 

“The mailbox is stand- 
ing,” Glaab said, trying to 
crack a smile through tears. 
She added sadly, “So many 
memories.” 

Despite the devasta- 
tion, she said they intend 
to rebuild the house they 
have had since 1998. They 


love that the land backs up 
to a natural space, and they 
have aview ofthe mountains 
from the back. 

The wildfire erupted 
Thursday in and around 
Louisville and Superior, 
neighboring towns about 20 
miles northwest of Denver 
with acombined population 
of 34,000. 

Tens of thousands were 
ordered to flee as the flames, 
propelled by gusts up to 105 


mph, swept over drought- 
stricken neighborhoods 
with alarming speed. 

The cause of the blaze was 
under investigation. Emer- 
gency authorities said utility 
officials found no downed 
power lines around where 
the fire broke out. 

On the day after, David 
Marks and others stood ona 
hillside overlooking Superior 
while he used a borrowed 
pair of binoculars and a 
long camera lens to see if his 
house, as well as those of his 
neighbors, were still there. 

He said he thinks his 
home is OK, but he won’t 
know for sure until police 
let residents back in. 

He had watched from the 
hillside as the neighborhood 
burned. 

“By the time I got up here, 
the houses were completely 
engulfed,” he said. “I mean, 
it happened so quickly. I’ve 
never seen anything like 
that. ... Just house after 
house, fences, just stuff 
flying through the air, just 
caught on fire.” 

By first light Friday, the 
towering flames that had 


lit up the night sky had 
subsided and the winds had 
died down. Light snow soon 
began to fall, raising hopes 
it could snuff out hot spots. 

By late morning, the 
blaze had burned at least 
9.4 square miles but was no 
longer considered an imme- 
diate threat. 

“We might have our very 
own New Year’s miracle on 
our hands if it holds up that 
there was no loss of life,” 
Gov. Jared Polis said, noting 
that many people had just 
minutes to evacuate. 

The wildfire broke out 
unusually late in the year, 
following an extremely dry 
fall and amid a winter nearly 
devoid of snow so far. 

Boulder County Sher- 
iff Joe Pelle said more than 
500 homes were probably 
destroyed. He and the gover- 
nor said as many as 1,000 
homes might have been lost, 
though that won’t be known 
until crews can assess the 
damage. 

“It’s unbelievable when 
you look at the devastation 
that we don’t have a list of 
100 missing persons,” the 


ities in Colorado 


sheriff said. 

The sheriff said some 
communities were reduced 
to just “smoking holes in the 
ground.” 

He urged residents to 
wait for the all-clear to go 
back, warning that it was 
still too dangerous in many 
neighborhoods because of 
fire and fallen power lines. 

Sarah Owens, her 
husband, adult son and their 
dog got out of their Superior 
home within 10 minutes of 
learning about the evacua- 
tion from a Facebook post. 
But as everyone tried leaving 
by way of the winding streets 
of the well-to-do Rock Creek 
neighborhood, it took them 1 
Y hours to go 2 miles. 

Once they safely found 
their way to a pet-friendly 
hotel, their cellphones and 
computers could not provide 
them with the only thing 
they wanted to know: Was 
their house still standing? 

“The good news is I think 
our house may be OK,” 
Owens said. 

But from now on, she 
said, she plans to have a bag 
packed in case of another fire. 
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viewership taking big hit 


Cable news networks suffer steepest drop after cashing in on drama of 2020 


By David Bauder 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The presidential election, 
pandemic and racial reckoning were stories 
that drove intense interest and engagement 
to news outlets in 2020. To a large degree, 
2021 represented the inevitable hangover. 

Various metrics illustrate the dwindling 
popularity of news content. 

Cable news networks were the main 
form of evening entertainment for millions 
of Americans last year. In 2021, weekday 
prime-time viewership dropped 38% at 
CNN, 34% at Fox News Channel and 25% at 
MSNBC, according to the Nielsen company. 

The decline was less steep but still signif- 
icant at broadcast television evening news- 
casts: 12% at ABC’s “World News Tonight” 
and the “CBS Evening News;” 14% at NBC’s 
“Nightly News,’ Nielsen said. 

The Trump era saw explosive subscriber 
growth for some digital news sites like The 
New York Times and Washington Post. 
Yet readers aren’t spending as much time 
there; Comscore said the number of unique 


visitors to the Post’s site was down 44% in 
November compared to November 2020, 
and down 34% at the Times. 

While a Dec. 23 headline on the Los 
Angeles Times front page — “How Much 
More Can We Take?” — referred to COVID- 
19, it could easily be applied to the news 
appetite in general. 

For the most part, smart news executives 
knew the peaks of 2020 were not sustain- 
able. “It was entirely predictable,” said news 
media analyst Ken Doctor. 

Perhaps that was most obvious at the 
cable news networks. They built a prime- 
time model almost entirely focused on 
political combat during the Trump years, 
which made it difficult for them to pivot to 
something different, said Tom Rosenstiel, 
a journalism professor at the University of 
Maryland. “You become, to some extent, a 
prisoner of the audience you built,” he said. 

Those networks remain focused on poli- 
tics even as viewership interest wanes. The 
media monitoring company NewsWhip 
looked at 14 million political articles online 
last year and found they had an average of 


924 engagements, or social media interac- 
tions. The 13.5 million articles NewsWhip 
has traced in 2021 had an average of 321 
engagements. 

To acertain extent, these outlets have 
turned elsewhere for revenue opportuni- 
ties, Doctor said. 

CNN is preparing to debut anew stream- 
ing service early this year, and recently 
poached Fox News’ Chris Wallace to join 
that effort. Fox News, while doubling down 
on conservative commentary following 
perceived threats from outlets like News- 
max and OANN, directed fans to its Fox 
Nation streaming service. 

Some 100 to 120 local newspapers shut 
down in 2021, anumber that is on pace with 
the declines of the past two decades, said 
Penelope Muse Abernathy, a professor at 
Northwestern University. 

Yet local news outlets are also expected 
to have their smallest number of job cuts 
in 14 years, according to the research firm 
Challenger Gray & Christmas. That comes 
after 2020 saw the biggest number of lost 
newsroom jobs since 2008. 


Post-work plans are changing 


As lifespans get longer, 
‘financial gerontologists’ 
address stages of old age 


By Corinne Purtill 
The New York Times 


When Cynthia Hutchins started her 
career as a financial planner in the 1980s, 
the concept of “retirement” was simple and 
straightforward. 

Most of her clients envisioned a few 
years of leisure after their full-time careers 
ended, with a pension, Social Security and 
perhaps a bit of savings providing steady 
support. 

“When my grandmother retired, as an 
example, if you lived into your 70s that was 
considered to be a really good, long life,’ 
Hutchins said recently over video chat from 
her home office outside Baltimore. 

As the years went on, she noticed a shift 
in her conversations with clients at Merrill 
Lynch, where she worked as a retirement 
specialist. 

The defined-benefit plans their parents 
had relied on were fading away, replaced by 
self-funded schemes that demanded a great 
deal more planning on the employee’s part. 

What’s more, people no longer imagined 
their so-called retirements as a few golden 
years of golf and grandchildren. The 20th 
century added more years to life expectancy 
than any era of human history before it. As 
the new century loomed, Hutchins’ clients 
were grappling with decisions that previ- 
ous generations simply hadn’t lived long 
enough to face. They were trying to plan for 
decadeslong stretches that included multi- 
ple phases: leaving work to care for an aging 
parent, a second career, the possibility of 
needing full-time care themselves. 

Even in her own family, Hutchins saw 
how gains in life expectancy were outpac- 
ing the plans people made for themselves. 
Her grandmother died at 96, four decades 
after retiring from the Social Security 
Administration at age 55. 

“She lived 41 years in retirement, and it 
hit me that had she known she had 41 years, 
she would have planned totally differently,” 
she said. 

That realization prompted acareer shift. 
Hutchins, 61, is now the director of finan- 
cial gerontology at Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch, a role in which she educates the 
firm’s nearly 19,000 financial advisers on 
working with clients across all stages of life. 

The training she has developed helps 
advisers understand the complexities that 
can accumulate as the years pile up: how to 
simultaneously finance children’s college 
education and parents’ in-home care; when 
to bring in adult children or other family 
members to collaborate on financial deci- 


Firm wants to 


By Matthew Brown 


Associated Press 


BILLINGS, Mont. — Attorneys for a 
Louisiana oil and gas company have asked 
a federal judge to reinstate a drilling lease 
it held on land considered sacred to Native 
American tribes in the U.S. and Canada. 

The long-disputed lease in the Badger- 
Two Medicine area of northwestern 
Montana near the Blackfeet Reservation 
was canceled in 2016 under then-U.S. Inte- 
rior Secretary Sally Jewell. That decision 
was upheld by a federal appeals court last 
year. 

Now Solenex LLC — the company that 
held the lease — is making another run at 
getting a court to restore its drilling rights. 
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Cynthia Hutchins of Bank of America Merrill Lynch now educates the firm’s 19,000 financial 
advisers on working with clients across all stages of life. TING SHEN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


sions; how to recognize if a long-term client 
is being financially exploited or experienc- 
ing cognitive changes that are influencing 
their decision-making. 

Hutchins was named to the newly 
created role in 2014, shortly after obtain- 
ing her master’s degree from the Univer- 
sity of Southern California’s Leonard Davis 
School of Gerontology. At the time, Merrill 
Lynch (which had not yet merged with 
Bank of America) was the first major bank 
to employ a financial gerontologist, and is 
still the only major one to use that title. 

Being the first to hold this role gave 
Hutchins freedom to shape a subspecialty 
that is small but growing in significance. 

In contrast to the medical specialty of 
geriatrics, which focuses on the physical 


In court documents filed last week in a 
lawsuit against the Interior Department, 
its attorneys argued that Jewell exceeded 
her authority and the lease should be rein- 
stated. 

Solenex founder Sidney Longwell, 
who died in 2020, bought the 10-square- 
mile lease in 1982 but never drilled on the 
site. Instead, Longwell confronted major 
bureaucratic delays within the U.S. depart- 
ments of Interior and Agriculture that 
prompted the company to sue in 2013. 

The Badger-Two-Medicine area near 
Glacier National Park is the site of the 
creation story of the Blackfoot tribes of 
southern Canada and Montana’s Black- 
feet Nation. There have been efforts to 
declare it a national monument or make 


concerns of the later stages of life, gerontol- 
ogy isa multidisciplinary field that includes 
the social and psychological implications of 
aging and longevity. 

Doctors concerned with a patient’s 
longevity don’t just look at vital signs, but 
also ask about the social factors affecting 
their patient’s health, like access to social 
support, adequate food and transportation 
to appointments. 

Similarly, financial planners who have 
completed training in longevity know the 
questions to ask to make sure that their 
clients are on track for successful financial 
outcomes in older age, and that they will be 
comfortable starting necessary but poten- 
tially difficult conversations about long- 
term care, health and end-of-life plans. 


restore oil lease on tribal land 


it a cultural heritage area, and tribal lead- 
ers have bitterly opposed Solenex’s drilling 
aspirations. 

The Blackfeet have intervened in the case 
on the side of the government. Blackfeet 
Nation historic preservation officer John 
Murray said tribal officials were confident 
in the case against drilling. 

“We knew they still wanted to try to do 
drilling”’ Murray said. “We’ve got some 
good attorneys. I think we’re going to 
prevail.” 

Solenex attorneys said the government 
unlawfully “outsourced” its decisions by 
deferring to the tribe’s wishes to block 
drilling. They said officials should have 
considered ways drilling impacts could be 
lessened or offset if it were to proceed. 


Nev. casinos 
set record 
for monthly 
winnings 


By Ken Ritter 


Associated Press 


LAS VEGAS — Nevada casinos set a 
record in November, reporting a ninth 
straight month of $1 billion or more in 
house winnings, gambling regulators said, 
providing another sign that business in the 
nation’s tourist-dependent gambling mecca 
has returned to pre-pandemic levels. 

The $1.32 billion in casino winnings 
reported statewide for last month was up 
from $1.22 billion in October, and almost 
reached the record $1.36 billion figure set 
last July, the Nevada Gaming Control Board 
reported this week. 

The streak beat the previous record of 
eight consecutive months set before the 
Great Recession, from October 2006 to May 
2007, board senior analyst Michael Lawton 
said. 

Nevada sports betting also set records — 
reaping a record $72 million in November on 
sports wagers totaling $1.1 billion. 

Lawton said the previous record was 
$61.8 million in sports bets won by casinos 
in November 2020, and he noted sports 
books took in more than $1 billion in wagers 
in consecutive months for the first time. 
Most sports wagers were made with mobile 
betting apps. 

“The continued acceptance of mobile 
sports wagering by customers is driving 
these results,” Lawton said. “This month 
represented the highest monthly total 
recorded in mobile (bets) since the board 
began tracking these wagers in January 
2020.” 

Business generally has been buoyed by 
visitors with money to spend, Lawton said, 
and a sustained rebound of leisure travel 
and the return in early November of airline 
flights from international places other than 
Canada and Mexico. 


Holiday rebound 
for USPS in 2021 


PORTLAND, Maine — The U.S Postal 
Service pulled out all the stops to avoid a 
repeat of the 2020 holiday shipping disas- 
ter, and it worked. 

ShipMatrix, which analyzes shipping 
package data, reported that 96.9% of the 
Postal Service’s shipments were on time 
during a two-week period in December. In 
2020, more than a third of first-class mail 
was late by the time Christmas arrived. 

The Postal Service installed 112 new pack- 
age sorting machines, transitioned more 
than 60,000 pre-career employees to the 
ranks of career employees, hired 40,000 
seasonal employees and leased extra space at 
more than 100 locations since last year, off- 
cials said. As a bonus, the number of quaran- 
tined postal workers was less than last year. 


China-focused 
trade bloc begins 


BANGKOK — Members of a China- 
centered Asian trade bloc that takes effect 
Jan. 1 are hoping the initiative, encompass- 
ing about a third of world trade, will help 
power their recoveries from the pandemic. 

The 15-member Regional and Compre- 
hensive Economic Partnership includes 
China, Japan, South Korea and many other 
Asian countries. It does not include the US. 
or India. 

The deal slashes tariffs on thousands of 
products for member nations and also takes 
into account issues such as e-commerce and 
intellectual property. But it has less stringent 
labor and environmental requirements than 
those expected by the European Union or 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which includes 
many of the same nations but not China. 


Effective federal funds rate 


Daily interest rate at which banks lend 
each other reserve funds 








Dec. 29, 2021: 
0.08% 


2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 


SOURCE: Federal Reserve Bank of New York TNS 
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A federal safety agency has received scores of complaints of engine fires in Hyundai and Kia 
vehicles. Above, a Hyundai vehicle at an Illinois dealer. NAM Y. HUH/AP 2012 


US accelerates its probes of 
fires in Hyundai, Kia engines 


By Tom Krisher 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — U.S. auto 
safety regulators have 
stepped up a series of inves- 
tigations into engine fires 
that have plagued Hyundai 
and Kia vehicles for more 
than six years. 

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion says a new engineer- 
ing analysis investigation 
covers more than 3 million 
vehicles from the 2011 
through 2016 model years. 

The agency has received 
161 complaints of engine 
fires, some of which 
occurred in vehicles that 
had already been recalled. 

Engine failures and fires 
have dogged the Korean 
automakers’ vehicles since 
September 2015 when the 
company issued an engine 
failure recall. Since then 
it has issued at least eight 
more recalls for a host of 
engine problems, accord- 
ing to NHTSA documents 
posted on its website this 
week. 

The agency says it’s open- 
ing the engineering analy- 
sis to evaluate whether 
previous recalls covered 
enough vehicles. It also will 
monitor the effectiveness 


of previous recalls “as well 
as the long-term viability 
of related programs and 
non-safety field actions 
being conducted by Hyun- 
dai and Kia.” 

The engineering analysis 
could lead to further recalls. 

Hyundai said that it is 
cooperating fully with U.S. 
regulators. 

“Hyundai has taken 
numerous proactive actions 
to address engine issues, 
including conducting 
several recalls, launching 
a new engine monitoring 
technology, providing 
extended warranties and 
enhancing our customer 
service response,” the 
company said in a state- 
ment. “Hyundai fosters a 
culture of transparency and 
accountability as the safety 
of our customers is the top 
priority in everything we 
do.” 

The vehicle fires involve 
the related Korean auto- 
makers’ Theta II GDI, 
Theta II MPI, Theta II MPI 
hybrid, Nu GDI and Gamma 
GDI engines. Models 
covered include Hyund- 
ai’s Sonata, Santa Fe, and 
Elantra and as well as Kia’s 
Sorento, Rio, Optima and 
Soul. Model years covered 
are 2011 through 2016. 


The agency says three 
people have reported eye 
and burn injuries that did 
not require medical treat- 
ment. 

In November 2020, 
NHTSA announced that 
Kia and Hyundai must pay 
$137 million in fines and 
for safety improvements 
because they moved too 
slowly to recall more than 
1 million vehicles with 
engines that can fail. The 
fines resolve a previous 
probe into the companies’ 
behavior involving recalls 
of multiple models dating 
to the 2011 model year. 

Kia was to pay $27 
million and invest $16 
million in safety perfor- 
mance measures. Another 
$27 million payment will 
be deferred as long as Kia 
meets safety conditions, 
NHTSA said. 

Kia denied the U.S. alle- 
gations but said it wanted 
to avoid a protracted legal 
fight. Data collected by the 
nonprofit Center for Auto 
Safety show 31 USS. fire and 
engine-related recalls from 
Hyundai and Kia since 2015. 
The recalls involve more 
than 20 models from the 
2006 through 2021 model 
years totaling over 8.4 
million vehicles. 
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Lucid Group Inc (LCID) 38.05 -.70 +41.8 White Mtns Insur (WTM) 1013.90 +1.56 +1.3 
MGM Resorts Intl (MGM) 44.88 +.12  +42.4 | World Wrestling Ent (WWE) 49.34 +.36 +2.7 
Magellan Health Inc (MGLN) 94.99 +.01 +14.7 | XPO Logistics Inc (XPO) 77.43 +1.03 +11.6 
Medalist Diversified (MDRR) 1.20 +.18  -45.0 | Xeris Biopharma Hidg (XERS) 2.93 +.50  -40.4 
Meten Holding Group (METX) ~ .25 -.01 -87.5 | Xerox Holdings Corp (XRX) 22.64 -.18 -2.4 
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Big tax break not enough for 


Japan’s employers to hike pay 


By Ben Dooley 
and Hisako Ueno 
The New York Times 


TOKYO — Over the 
past two years, Masataka 
Yoshimura has poured 
money into the custom- 
suit business his family 
founded over 100 years ago. 
He has upgraded his factory, 
installed automated inven- 
tory management systems 
and retrained workers who 
have been replaced by soft- 
ware and robots. 

Japan’s prime minister 
wants him to do one more 
thing: Give his employees a 
substantial raise. 

Wage growth has been 
stagnant for decades in 
Japan, the wealth gap is 
widening and the quick- 
est fix is nudging people 
like Yoshimura to pay their 
employees more. Higher 
wages, the thinking goes, 
will jump-start consumer 
spending and lift Japan’s 
sputtering economy. 

But raises are anonstarter 
for Yoshimura. Increas- 
ing wages would be “truly 
fatal,” he said last month 
from his office at Yoshimura 
& Sons in Tokyo. And he is 
far from alone in his think- 
ing. Business groups, union 
leaders and others have 
questioned the feasibility 
of a plan by Prime Minis- 
ter Fumio Kishida to offer 
sizable tax deductions to 
companies that raise pay. 

That businesses would 
resist increasing wages even 
when essentially paid to do 
so shows just how intrac- 
table the problem is. Years 
of weak growth and mori- 
bund inflation rates have 
left companies little room to 
raise prices. Without steady, 
moderate increases in infla- 
tion, corporations’ profits 
— and their workers’ wages 
— have languished, econo- 
mists say. 

The reaction to the wage 
proposal is an inauspicious 
sign for Kishida, who took 
office two months ago prom- 
ising to reverse the economic 
damage of the past two years 








Japan’s government wants employers to raise wages. Above, 
an employee meets and acustomer at Yoshimura & Sons, a 
tailor in Tokyo. NIROKO HAYASHI/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


and put Japan’s economy 
back on track. 

Kishida’s plan is a first 
step toward defining the 
nebulous concept, which 
he has described as a frame- 
work for creating sustain- 
able growth and reducing 
economic inequality. 

The prime minister is 
calling on employers to 
increase pay as muchas 4% 
in 2022. Companies that 
comply will be allowed to 
increase their overall corpo- 
rate tax deductions up to 
40%. The government has 
announced that it will raise 
officially regulated wages 
3% next year for nurses and 
workers providing care for 
children and seniors. 

While many businesses 
have recognized the need 
for higher wages, they have 
questioned whether the 
measures, aS announced, 
will have any effect on the 
country’s regular pay-set- 
ting process. 

Major companies and 
unions negotiate raises 
each spring in a ritual 
known as “shuntou” — 
literally, “spring offensive.” 
The last time the result 
even approached Kishida’s 
recommended level was in 
1997, when workers won 
a 2.9% raise. Today, aver- 
age wages remain stuck at 
around $2,800 a month, 
about the same level as two 


TOO LATE? 


Why ts tt that with all of our 
history we learn little if 
anything from history? 


CONSIDER THE NATION! The people go from 
CHAINS to spiritual faith; from SPIRITUAL FAITH 
to courage; from COURAGE to liberty; from 
LIBERTY to abundance; from ABUNDANCE to 
selfishness; from SELFISHNESS to complacency 
(self-satisfaction); from COMPLACENCY to apathy 
(lack of interest); from APATHY to despondency; 
from DESPONDENCY back again to BONDAGE. 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). 


decades ago. 

During the pandemic, 
Japan has avoided the 
unemployment spikes seen 
in countries like the United 
States. But it has also meant 
that many companies have 
limited flexibility in hiring 
and firing under the system 
of lifetime employment, 
potentially making them 
less responsive to changing 
economic conditions. 

Low wage growth is 
effectively the outcome 
of a compromise struck 
between labor and capital. 
Since the 1990s, “Japanese 
workers have preferred 
job security over wage 
growth,’ said Naohiko Baba, 
chief Japan economist at 
Goldman Sachs, though 
companies do pay workers 
biannual bonuses that can 
fluctuate significantly with 
corporate profits. 

Companies tend to limit 
their permanent work- 
force through the use of 
temporary or part-time 
workers, avoiding the work- 
for-life contracts that were 
common in Japan through 
the early 1990s, when the 
country’s economic bubble 
burst. Today, so-called 
nonregular employees 
make up around 37% of 
the country’s labor force, 
an underclass of low-paid, 
dispensable workers, nearly 
70% of whom are women. 








CONSIDER YOURSELF! Solomon, King of Israel, sums up the world and 
human affairs when God is left out: “A time to be born, and a time to die...a time to 
get, and a time to lose...a time of war, and a time of peace. WHAT PROFIT hath he 
who worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the travail which God hath 
given to the sons of men to be exercised in it” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11). People are held 
accountable to God for how they act and how they react as they travel through time. 
Our attempts to rightly outwork the realities found in time without GOD’S PERSON 
and WORD leave us BOUND and BOTHERED, gaining little if any profit. So it is with 
mankind’s profit and loss account. To every plus (being born, getting, etc.) there is 
an equal and opposite minus (dying, losing, etc.); so the sum total is of no profit, 


only loss. 


CONSIDER THE PROFIT AND THE LOSS! The Lord Jesus said, “For what 
shall it PROFIT a man, if he shall GAIN the WHOLE WORLD, and LOSE his own 
SOUL? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his own soul? Whosoever therefore 
shall be ashamed of Me and of My Words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels” (Mark 8:36-38). 


CONSIDER THE LIVING GOD! “For thus saith the LORD that created the 
heavens; GOD HIMSELF that formed the earth and made it; He hath established it, 
He created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is 
none else. LOOK UNTO ME, and BE YE SAVED, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:18,22). “For God sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be SAVED” (John 
3:17). “SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES; for in them ye think ye have ETERNAL LIFE: 
and they are they which testify of ME” (John 5:39). 


The Lord Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have LIFE, and that they might have it more 
ABUNDANTLY. And this is LIFE ETERNAL, that they might KNOW Thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (John 10:10;17:3). 


GOD DOES NOT CHANGE. 
HE REMAINS TRUE AND FAITHFUL TO HIS WORD. 


It is not TOO LATE for you to receive the Lord Jesus Christ Who is GOD’S PERSONAL AND 
COMPLETE ANSWER FOR YOUR SOUL and for the good of society. The realities of time are 
unavoidable and are to be wonderfully PROFITABLE for the believing heart. 


Middletown Bible Church ¢ 860-346-0907 
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457 


Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372 


www.middletownbiblechurch.org 
Independent ¢ Bible Centered ¢ Christ Exalting 
Contact us if you are interested in a 
free Bible correspondence course. 


BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day. 
BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 1-800-368-1115 


SUNDAY: 

9:30 am Sunday School - all ages 
10:45 am Morning Worship 
7:00 pm Evening Worship 
WEDNESDAY: 

7:30 pm 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
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Here's to 40 years Of SO 


Let tomorrow be 
40 years and a day 


By Ed LaFreniere 


New Year’s Eve, 1981. Forty years ago. I 
was living alone, standing over the kitchen 
sink in my cold, leaky Old Lyme beach 
house. Determined yet frightened, hands 
unsteady, I was pouring out every ounce 
from six bottles of top-shelf liquor I had 
bought for a party at someone else’s apart- 
ment for the next day. Whose place I don’t 
remember. 

Three days earlier had been a final 
encounter with my drink of choice — 
scotch. Now the contents of the upended 
last bottle, trillions of molecules of swirl- 
ing liquid gold, the color a deep and rich 
orange honey, flowed down the drain from 
a bottle of well-aged Glenfiddich, a brand 
so expensive that I had never even ordered 
a shot of it. I held my breath, trying not to 
infuse my nostrils with the seductive scent, 
and turned on the tap to wash down the 
last remnants. And then threw in some 
Ajax. 

A few days before, I had driven from 
Hartford to the shoreline after a work- 
place Christmas party, and I can still visu- 
alize the scene through my windshield 
as if on film: weaving down Route 9 just 
south of Middletown, crossing from lane 
to lane, unable to control the wheel, and 
telling myself, “You idiot, you ought to be 
arrested.” There was no denying what was 
happening, no excuse; this was dangerous 
to others as well as to myself. 

But lucky I was. I made it home in one 
piece after 25 more miles, and to my great 
fortune, the next afternoon, a friend and 
fellow drinker dropped by as I was lying on 
the couch nursing stomach pains. 

“Guess what?” she said as if she’d just 
won the lottery. “I just joined AA! I haven’t 
had a drink in five days!” 

I was astonished. I had never known 
that anyone who maintained a job and was 
so bright would join a group consisting of 
the down-and-out — weren’t they the ones 
whose gaze you averted as you stepped 
around them on a sidewalk? Little did I 
know that addiction knew no socioeco- 
nomic bound, background, IQ, age, living 
condition or any other characteristic. 

I stared speechless at this woman, who 
suddenly seemed like a hero. 

“Are you all right?” she asked. 

I hesitated and shocked myself by blurt- 
ing out, “Can you take me with you some- 
time?” 

“Seriously?” she said. “Sure. I’m going 
every night.” 

“How about tomorrow?” I said. “I can’t 
show up feeling like this.” 

“T don’t know if you need this, but come 
along,’ she said, not knowing the full 
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extent of my private nightly and weekend 
drinking. 

The next evening she picked me up, 
and I remember sitting in a large, white 
wood-paneled fellowship room in Clinton, 
listening to 50 or so other people describe 
hell on earth — emotional disorders, car 
accidents, deaths, losses of jobs, houses 
and families, the experience of being in 
jail, of hating themselves, of hopelessness, 
of unending guilt. They were listening to 
each other with great intensity, all drinking 
coffee, one woman knitting, a man holding 
his head in his hands, but many looking 
entirely comfortable. 

The couple chairing the meeting — six 
months sober at the time — called on me 
after an hour or so and told me that I didn’t 
have to say anything. They just offered a 
warm welcome. 

I did not hesitate. 

“I’m suffering the same pain that you’ve 
all described,” I said, voice quivering, tears 
streaming down my face. “The hopeless- 
ness. The fears. The depression. And I feel 
right at home. I think I’ve found my home,” 
I added with great relief and a palpable 
sigh of hope, as an elusive solution just may 
have fallen from the sky. 

How many ofus are so lucky to receive 
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the gift of life-changing — if not lifesaving 
— support, but for the grace of God? Had 
my friend not appeared, I would likely have 
been dead now a long time. 

I am grateful in so many ways. For 
having a full and rewarding life, for exam- 
ple, as a husband, a father, a friend. For 
the ability to relate to people in a real and 
thoughtful way. And to feel respected, even 
a little? Priceless! 

There are countless other rewards. For 
example, I no longer have to keep notes 
on my bedside table listing the names 
of people I had drunk with the previous 
night. After all, you want to be able to apol- 
ogize to anyone you may have offended, 
even if you don’t remember what you said, 
if anything. But you apologize anyway, just 
in case, time after time, devoid of self-es- 
teem and any sense of dignity. The good 
days were the ones waking up to a note that 
said ‘OK? meaning that I did not need to 
apologize for anything — or perhaps I had 
been by myself. 

I am grateful for many little things — 
to be able to eat breakfast, for instance, 
rather than being too ill to do so. I recall 
my first one in years — a big breakfast in 
Old Saybrook, by myself — and I must have 
been beaming as if I’d just been awarded 


Our obligations to history in 2022 


By E.J. Dionne Jr. 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — History is much on 
our minds, and not only because we’re 
arguing about how our past should be 
presented to public school students. We 
also sense — correctly — that we are at 
a hinge point for democracy itself. The 
two are linked: From the beginning of the 
republic, arguments over history have 
mirrored the conflicts in our politics. 

I was reminded of this during a recent 
conversation with a person dear to me, my 
high school history teacher, Jim Garman. 
Jim deepened my love for the Ameri- 
can saga by showing how great historians 
argued among themselves about what the 
past meant. As he put it, “there are many 
ways to tell the story.” It’s useful to learn 
early on that our history will always be 
contested. 

In the 1960s, when I was in Jim’s class, 
the curriculum reflected the “conflict 
or consensus” debate about how best to 
understand the long American arc. The 
consensus school was nearing the end of its 
dominance, as was the power of a middle- 
of-the-road political perspective that 
shaped politics in the years after the New 
Deal and World War II. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower had moved the 
Republican Party toward acceptance 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s project and 
preached the need for “balance.” John 
F. Kennedy, the Democrat who followed 
him, spoke out against a “grand warfare 
of rival ideologies” that would “sweep the 
country with passion.” Kennedy called for 
a “more basic discussion of the sophisti- 
cated and technical questions involved 
in keeping a great economic machinery 
moving ahead.” 

Many of the era’s great historians and 
social scientists, reflecting the view that 
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we had reached “the end of ideology,” 
were pushing against a Progressive era 
framework that stressed class conflict. 
No, said the influential political scientist 
Louis Hartz, encapsulating the prevail- 
ing view that we were united by asingle 
ideology. Our nation was built on a “moral 
unanimity” behind the “fixed, dogmatic 
liberalism” reflected in the individualistic 
thinking of John Locke. 

The consensus outlook soon came crash- 
ing down as the academy rediscovered 
how deeply conflict ran through our DNA. 
This dissenting narrative rose alongside 
the civil rights and feminist movements. 
The turmoil of the late 1960s and early 
1970s reignited passions that Kennedy 
hoped were part of our past. 

The emerging generation of historians 
highlighted problems around race, class 
and gender. “Dissertations in social history 
quadrupled from 1958 to 1978,” the writer 
Scott Spillman noted, “as young schol- 
ars sought to recover the experiences of 
women, slaves, free blacks, Native Ameri- 
cans, immigrants and children.” 

Later, as New York University professor 
Kim Phillips-Fein observed, the rise of a 
conservative movement directed against 
the accommodations that Eisenhower had 
championed turned the study of conser- 
vatism into “one of the most dynamic 
subfields in American history.” 

What can we learn from the past 
half-century’s history wars? First, that 
it’s deeply misleading to downplay deep 
conflicts around ideology, race, class, 
gender and immigration. All are central to 
who we were and who we would become. 

To do this is not to deny the importance 
of liberty, equality and community to our 
narrative. They were always touchstones 
for those who battled to improve our 
republic. But battle they did. 

Second, school boards and politicians 


should beware of insisting upon sanitized, 
state-sanctioned versions of our nation’s 
messy past. Students will not appreciate 
our country any less when great teachers 
like Jim engage them in the arguments that 
are foundational to what it means to be an 
American. 

Finally, let’s recognize that democracy 
advanced not when our nation papered 
over conflict in the name of false consensus 
but, rather, when our forebears took up the 
struggle for justice — even when it made 
some people uncomfortable. 

It’s an American habit to long for a poli- 
tics without conflict, for a happy, peaceable 
republic where interests and ideologies 
give way to constructive collaboration. 
Who doesn’t understand this aspiration 
at a time when we can’t even agree on the 
most basic steps (vaccination, mask-wear- 
ing) to keep as many of us as possible alive 
and healthy? 

So, yes, I want us to be kinder and more 
understanding toward one another in the 
coming year. We would do well to embrace 
the Rev. David Hollenbach’s call for “intel- 
lectual solidarity.” He’s right that the world 
would be a better place if we sought the 
truth together through disciplined conver- 
sation and authentic dialogue. 

But we won’t get to the searching inter- 
actions Hollenbach calls for if we indulge 
the illusion of a democratic public life 
without friction. The same realism should 
lead us to reject the romantic fallacy that 
the American story is largely a consensual 
project. 

As long as democracy itself is under 
threat, as it certainly will be in 2022, we 
would be untrue to our history if we gave 
up the fight just because we longed for 
some peace and quiet. 


E.J. Dionne writes about politics 
for The Washington Post. 
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the Heisman Trophy. I still treasure a cup 
of coffee because my hands don’t shake like 
they used to. I will always be thankful for 
an evening at the grocery store, or even to 
go out and gas up the car — normal daily 
living. Sober. 

Every morning for 40 years I have gone 
for a walk. I drink two Diet Cokes along the 
way, the carbonation a constant reminder 
that today I don’t need the hair of the dog, 
a beer first thing in the morning. I pray 
during every one of these walks, includ- 
ing the 12-step Serenity Prayer, grateful 
not to be dead or institutionalized, able to 
chat with people, to be a friend to others, 
to offer advice, to be appreciated. Every 
morning I run through that last week, and 
as cars pass by, I recall that night on Route 
9 vividly. 

I am grateful for all the people — from all 
walks of life — who have offered support, 
whatever it has taken. 

If there is a hell, it will be the horri- 
ble prison of mind that once was and that 
could return at any minute. 

Today it’s 40 years. Please, God, let 
tomorrow be 40 years and one day. 


Ed LaFreniere is a former editor at the Cou- 
rant. He lives in Gig Harbor, Washington. 


Tell Us 
Your Story 


Please send us your true stories, 
written in your voice. 


Love Etc. Stories from 
the heart — your essays 
about emotional life in the 


21st century. 
explain why you feel so 


Ly strongly about something 


in Connecticut. 
Wy explain a deeply private 
issue against the backdrop 


of social and economic forces. 


Le 


We welcome all submissions and 
will publish the best. We especially 
look for younger writers and those 
whose voices aren’t heard often 
enough. Essays should be 600-700 
words, written in the first person 
and emailed to oped@courant.com. 
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pt A 4 
BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FENDER Mustang GT 100 Pristine, 
mint $275. 860-262-0512 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 





ICE CREAM CHAIRS — white, 
50’s 20.00ea 860-993-7061 


from 


KLOTER FARMS HUTCH EUC. $1200/ 
BO.CASH ONLY 860-970-8986 


ee 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 





a BIG 
er ne 
Pensive Lookout [a]: 
HOME AND BUSINESS 
Home Services: Furniture Assembly, 
Moving Help, Sustainable Products 
Small Business Services: Inventory 
Handling, Office Help, Website Design 
www. pensivelookout.com 











SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-5 73-8678 


Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


www.courant.com/pets 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


Dogs 
AKC PUPPIES + AUSSIDOODLES 


www. hiddenhillshomestead.org 








COCKAPO 


5 cockapoo available. great family 
dogs. Parents on site. Ready jan 8th 





AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
Purebred Akc Registered,hip&health 
guar. blk/red,blk/tan,sable 

978-249-3724 $1400 










“ ye 

COCKAPOO 
Start your year with a friendly, loving 
companion. Their mother is a 20 
Ib Cocker Spaniel, Dad is a poodle. 
These puppies are waiting to fill your 
home with fun, love and happiness. 
Our puppies are vaccinated and vet 
examined. They come with a 1 year 
health guarantee against genetic 
health problems. $2000.00 Call/text 









ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 





BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 


Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 








PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 
We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 





SPORTS CARDS WANTED Baseball, 
Football, Basketball, Hockey. Cash 
Paid. Please call (860) 692-2164 


Auto & SUV's 


HONDA ACCORD 2014 - $17,999 
35,000 miles. Garaged.1 owner. No 
acc. New tires. 860-742-8363 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





Dan at 413.244.6772 
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recruitment services 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


es 
PUBLIC NOTICES 


Connecticut 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 


Storage Sense Southington will hold an online 
auction to sell personal property described 
below belonging to the individual listed at the 
location indicated: 751 West Queen Street, 
Southington CT 06489 , 1/3/21 2:00 PM. 
Unit 240 Jennifer Berube: Microwave, Space 
Heater, Box Spring, Laptop, 2 mattresses, 
microwave, storage shelving, home goods, 
umbrella, misc. boxes, headlight restoration 
kit, blankets, space heater, Tupperware, com- 
forter and blankets, antifreeze footbath. The 
auction will be listed and advertised on www. 
lockerfox.com. Purchases must be made 
with cash only paid at the above referenced 
facility to complete the transaction. Storage 
Sense may refuse any bid and may rescind 
any purchase up until the winning bidder 
takes possession of the property. 

1/1/2022 7118665 
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2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place An Ad Go Online today 
courant.com/advertiser 


Buy. Sell. Save. 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Bristol Manchester 
Leonard J. Roy, Sr. Annette Mccall 
Enfield Joseph F. Peroni 
John Birmingham Simsbury 
Glastonbury Peter B. Hanley, Sr. 
John Birmingham West Hartford 


Hartford 
Robert Martinson 


Peter B. Hanley, Sr. 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Birmingham, John 


John Thomas Birmingham, 
fondly Known as “Jackie”, 
entered into eternal peace on 
Wednesday, December 29, 
2021. Jackie was born on 
June 5, 1935 in Knockalaughta, 
Co Roscommon, Ireland. He 
was the son of the late James 
& Nora (Burke) Birmingham. 


Jackie spent most of his 
growing-up years in Cloonfad 

“~*~ Co. Roscommon and Dunmore 
Co. Galway where he attended local schools. 
He played Irish Gaelic Football and was the 
goalie on the Dunmore McHales team that 
won the 1951 Galway Minor Championship. 
He was also the goalie on the 1968 Hartford Gaelic 
Football team that beat Cleveland at Dillon Stadium 
for the US National Gaelic football championship. Jack 
was awarded the Irishman of the Year in 1996 in recog- 
nition of his efforts and achievements with regards to 
lrish concerns and the further success of the Hartford 
Gaelic Football Club. 





He came to Hartford CT in 1956 and served in the Army 
National Guard. He married the love of his life, Bridget 
(Lavelle) in Holyoke MA on June 19, 1965. They lived in 
Hartford for 4 years, before moving to Enfield where 
they lived for the last 52 years. He worked for several 
years in construction before starting with United Parcel 
Service (UPS) where he worked as a truck driver for 30 
years, retiring in 1998. In his retirement, he enjoyed 
golfing, taking cruises and traveling with his wife and 
family to Cape Cod, Ireland, England and their yearly 
trips to Florida. 


He belonged to the Claddagh Club of Enfield, and the 
Irish American Home in Glastonbury and was active 
in the annual Hartford St. Patrick's Day Parade. His 
most cherished time was spent with his family and at 
gatherings with the extended family. He also enjoyed 
coaching his kids in soccer, watching his kids & grand- 
kids’ hockey, baseball, softball games, Irish Dancing & 
cheerleading. 


Besides his beautiful bride Bridget, Jackie is survived 
by his three children, Patrick (Bridget) Birmingham of 
Ellington, CT, John (Jill) Birmingham of Enfield, CT and 
Kathleen (Tim) Miller of Bethel, CT; his grandchildren, 
Nora, Catherine and Brendan Birmingham, Emma and 
Michaela Birmingham, and Thomas (TJ) and Dennis 
Miller; his brothers, James (June) Birmingham of West 
Hartford, CT and Hubert (Kit) Birmingham of Dunmore 
Co. Galway; and brothers-in-law, Joseph Cawley of 
Bristol, England, Michael (Eileen) of West Yarmouth 
MA, Patrick of Holyoke MA, Jack (Mary) of Dallas, TX, 
Eddie (Margaret) of Holyoke MA, and several nephews 
& nieces in the US, Ireland & England. He was prede- 
ceased by a brother Michael & Sister-in law Elizabeth 
Birmingham, Kildare, Ireland and a sister Evelyn Cawley, 
Bristol, England.His family also wishes to extend a gra- 
cious thank you to Colleen Frew for her Kind, support- 
ing and compassionate care for the last 4 years. 


Visitation hours will be held from 4-7 p.m. Monday Jan. 
3, 2022 at Leete-Stevens Enfield Chapels, 61 South 
Rd., Enfield. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on 
Tuesday Jan 4, 2022 at 10 a.m. at Holy Family Church 
of St. Jeanne Jugan Parish (please meet directly at 
church, 23 Simon Rd., Enfield, CT). The Mass will be 
live-streamed by Holy Family at the following web ad- 
dress https://sjjenfield.org/ , scroll to the bottom of 
the home page and you will see their streaming ser- 
vices listed. MASKS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE VISITATION 
AND MASS. Burial will follow at St. Jerome Cemetery, 
located at 125 Saint Jerome Ave, Holyoke, MA 01040. 


In Lieu of flowers, donations in Jackie’s memory may 
be made to the Parkinson's Foundation, 200 SE 1st 
Street, Suite 800, Miami, FL 33131. To leave online 
condolences, please visit www.Leetestevens.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


McCall, Annette 


Annette McCall, 69, of 
Manchester, passed away on 
December 29, 2021, in 
Hartford after a long illness. 
She was born in Bridgeport 
February 16, 1952, to Michael 
and Agnes Chodan, where 
she grew up with her older 
brother Peter. She attended 
Saint Ambrose Elementary 
School and Notre Dame High 
School, then obtained de- 
grees from Sante Connecticut State University and 
the University of New Haven. Annette married Alan 
McCall of Lebanon, Connecticut in 1978 and they set- 
tled in Manchester, where they lived until her death. 
She worked for many years in the State Department 
of Education in Hartford. Annette was very much into 
Sports, favoring the New York Yankees, Boston Celtics, 
Dallas Cowboys and New York Rangers. She was an 
avid fan of NASCAR hero Dale Earnhardt. She played 
and coached softball for many years. Annette was 
rarely without a cat or a Volvo. She devoted many 
years of service to the Manchester Area Conference 
of Churches. 
Annette was a devoted family person, and leaves behind 
her husband and their two children: Caroline McCall of 
Windsor and Michael McCall of Natick, Massachusetts, 
their spouses Cristofer Osden of Windsor and Emily 
Taylor of Natick, two treasured granddaughters, 
Emmaline Osden and Alice Taylor McCall, her brother 
Peter Chodan of Dunkirk, New York, and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday January 3, 2021, 
from 6:00 pm -8:00 pm at the Holmes-Watkins Funeral 
Home, 400 Main St., Manchester, CT. A Funeral service 
will be held at the funeral home on Tuesday, January 
4, 2021, at 10:00 am, with burial to follow in the East 
Cemetery, Manchester, CT. 
Donations may be sent to the Parish of Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta, 80 Main Street, Manchester, or the 
Manchester Area Conferences of Churches, 466 Main 
Street, Manchester. To leave a memory or message of 
condolence, please visit www.holmeswatkins.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Hanley, Sr., Peter Baxter 


August 4, 1943 - Dec 26, 2021 
Peter went home to be 
with the Lord on Sunday, 
December 26th surrounded 
by his wife, Sheri, and two 
of their children, Patrick and 
Molly and his other three 
children there in spirit. 
Born in 1943 to the late 
Eugene and Mary Hanley, 
Peter grew up in Winsted, 
CT where he was a standout 
Student athlete and friend 
to many at Gilbert High School where he 
graduated in 1961. He went on to gradu- 
ate from St. Bonaventure University with a 
Bachelors Degree in Finance in 1965 before 
being accepted into Officers Candidate School for 
the US Navy. He served as a Naval Officer in Virginia 
Beach, VA for four years. He met his wife of 44 years 
in Bridgewater, VT where he owned and operated 
Hanley Construction for 11 years, and they started a 
family, eventually settling in Simsbury, CT, raising their 
five children for almost 30 years. During that time, he 
worked as Vice President of the commercial lending 
department at Shawmut National Bank before eventu- 
ally owning the well respected West Hartford Stairs and 
Cabinets in West Hartford, CT where his true passion 
lay in custom woodworking. He later went on to start 
Hanley Builders with his sons and built custom homes 
in the Farmington Valley region of Connecticut. His love 
and talent in carpentry also led him to build a beautiful 
cabin in Belgrade Lakes, ME where his family and ex- 
tended family spent many happy summers together on 
Hoyt Island. Peter and Sheri retired to Deerfield Beach, 
FL in 2012 where he spent several years on the Board 
of Directors and President of Penthouse Condominiums 
where they resided. Peter is most remembered for his 
kind, gentle nature, his caringness and generosity, his 
loyalty and love for his family, as well as his love and 
respect for animals and nature. 
Peter is survived by his loving wife Sheri of 44 years, 
his son Colby (Sarah) of East Granby, son Peter Jr. 
(Kirsten) of Monroe, CT, son Patrick of Granby, CT, 
daughter Molly of Knoxville, TN and daughter Elizabeth 
(Bradford) of Waretown, NJ, as well as four grandsons, 
Eric, Finn, Aiden and Noah. He also leaves behind his 
brother Robert Hanley of Saratoga, NY, his sister Susan 
Hanley of Goshen, CT and late brother, Eugene Hanley, 
along with many nieces and nephews who loved him 
dearly. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, January 3rd 
from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the Vincent Funeral 
Home, 880 Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury. Funeral 
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 
AM on Tuesday, January 4th at St. Mary’s Church, 942 
Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury. Burial with military 
honors will follow in Simsbury Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers the family requests donations be made to St. 
Jude Children's Hospital where he was a faithful donor. 
Please visit Peter's “Book of Memories” at www.vin- 
centfuneralhome.com for online tributes or to watch 
the livestream of the Mass. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 



































Martinson, Robert 


“W) Robert Martinson, 82, a life- 
' long resident of Hartford died 
“ December 29, 2021 at his 
home. An Army veteran, Robert 
was born December 28, 1939, 
son of the late Brigadier 
General Robert H. Martinson 
and Helen (Kelleher) 
Martinson. He was a beloved 
Uncle known for his smile, 
quick wit and a_ perpetual 
Bi , twinkle in his eyes. He was a 
man on the ZO with 1 natural athleticism in hockey and 
Swimming. He enjoyed his love of the water and fishing 
in Westbrook. He was employed by the City of Hartford 
since June 1956 till his death. He was a lifelong life- 
guard and swim coach who profoundly enjoyed his 
work and work family. Robert had a close-knit circle of 
friends who he loved and respected and supported him 
throughout his life. He was a widely known figure in 
Swimming with an infectious love of the sport, with a 
reputation for motivating athletes at all levels with a 
list of champions who came under his tutelage. Robert 
was known by his colleagues as the man to make the 
pool sparkle. He was a graduate of Hartford Public 
High School. Robert is predeceased by both his parents, 
his sister, Lorraine Mawdsley and her husband Thomas, 
his brother Kenneth Martinson and his wife JoAnn. He 
is survived by his nieces Karen Weisher and husband 
Steve, Susan Wilson and husband Skip, Wendy 
Martinson, Stacy Martinson and his nephews Thomas 
Mawdsley and wife Lynn and Timothy Martinson and 
wife Petula and his great nieces and nephew, cousins 
and numerous friends. 
His family will receive friends Monday, January 3, 2022 
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am at the Sheehan Hilborn 
Breen Funeral Home, 1084 New Britain Ave., West 
Hartford with a funeral service at 11:00 am. Burial will 
immediately follow at Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford. 
Masks are required. Online condolences may be made 
at www. SheehanHilbornBreen.com 


Peroni , Joseph F. 


Joseph F. Peroni, 81, formerly 
of Manchester, went to be 
with our Lord and Savior on 
Saturday, December 25, 2021 
at Brookdale Assisted Living 
in West Hartford. He was the 
beloved husband of the late 
Sherri (Cologne) Peroni. 
Joseph was born in Hartford, 
CT on July 7, 1940 and was 
the son of the late James and 
Louise (Doyone) Peroni. 
After high school he joined the Marines, got married 
and had three beautiful children. Joe worked for the 
State of Connecticut as a correctional officer where he 
Spent many of nights sleeping on duty until his much- 
awaited retirement. He was an avid bowler at Silver 
Lanes in East Hartford, he also thought he was an avid 
fisherman; however, his siblings beg to differ. His main 
passion was the casino where he helped donate a lot of 
money! To quote from Frank Sinatra “| DID IT MY WAY". 
He leaves behind his three children, daughter Michelle 
Lopez of Fredericksville, MD; sons Joseph Peroni of 
Rankin County, MI and James (Jimmy) Peroni of Baton 
Rouge, LA; sister, Teresa Peroni Kilduff of Manchester; 
brother, James Peroni of Enfield and six grandchildren. 
His wife Sherri was the love of his life. They are now 
dancing in heaven to Ray Charles, Seven Spanish 
Angels. 
Joey bag of donuts until we meet again. 
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date private 
to the family. The Cremation Society of CT has been en- 
trusted with the arrangements. For online condolences 
please visit www.cremationct.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory Of 
JOHN C ‘JACK’ BROADWELL 





01/05/36 12/30/19 


It's been 2 long years since Heaven gained our Angel. We 
are missing you each time we hear your name. We've cried 
many tears and our hearts are Broken just the same. We 
miss our times together and nothing fills the emptiness 
now you are no longer here. We have so many precious 
moments to last our whole lives through. Each reminds us 
of how much we learned from you and how much we are 
missing you. LOVE your wife & sons. Josie , Mark , Brian 
and Gary 


In Loving Memory Of 
FRANK F CENTINI 
01/01/1929- 12/17/2019 
Happy Heavenly Birthday. 
Miss you so much. 

| love you. 
Me 


In Loving Memory Of 
JOHN M FITZSIMMONS 


1/25/1933 - 1/1/2021 
One year has passed since we had to say good-bye to you. 
Not a day goes by that we don't long to hear your voice 
and listen to your stories. We love you and miss you so very 
much...Your Loving Family 





In Loving Memory Of 
KENT F MCKNIGHT 


01/1/65- 02/13/11 


In memory of your birthday on New, Years Day. You are fully 
missed. Your thoughtful ness of others cannot be replaced. 
You are truly missed. 

From Mom, sisters, and brother 


a ‘be Stites wae dee: : 


* Stories live on. Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 


placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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A couple enjoy the pond at Fischer and Wieser’s Das Peach Haus in Fredericksburg, Texas. FISCHER AND WIESER 


By Patti Nickell 


Tribune News Service 


FREDERICKSBURG, 
Texas — “California has 
Napa and Sonoma; New 
York has the Finger Lakes 
and Texas has Fredericks- 
burg,’ said Jesse Barter, 
owner of Hill & Vine 
Restaurant as he poured a 
ruby-hued Tempranillo into 
my glass. 

It does indeed. The Hill 
Country west of Austin 
and north of San Anto- 
nio includes Texas-sized 
acreage devoted to wine 
production, making it the 
second-largest American 
Viticultural Area in the U.S. 

The Central Texas Hill 
Country is one of two major 
wine-producing regions in 
the state — the other being 
the Llano Estacado (Staked 
Plains) in Texas’ northwest- 
ern corner. 

Here in the Hill Country, 
some 100 wineries dot the 
landscape along Highway 
290, known as the Wine 
Road, from Fredericksburg 
to Austin. Fifty of those are 
in Fredericksburg itself, 
with 50 more in the permit- 
ting process. 

More about the wines 
later, but back to Barter 
and Hill & Vine. When I 
was there for dinner, the 
restaurant had been open 
for three weeks, and if you 
were lucky enough to snag 
a reservation at all, the 
waiting time for a table was 
often two hours or longer. 

The buzzy crowd sipping 
cocktails while they waited 
didn’t seem to mind. Yes, 
the food is that good. Most 
everything has a Texas twist 
— the hummus, for exam- 
ple, contains black-eyed 
peas. The taco is stuffed 
with snapper from the 


Fix for 


By Ed Perkins 
Tribune Content Agency 


The issue of family 
seating on airplanes has 
been around for several 
years, and unfortunately 
it remains “around.” 
Congress told the Depart- 
ment of Transportation it 
should make family seat- 
ing a “policy,;’ consumer 
advocates have been urging 
action for a long time, and 
the airlines could easily 
solve the problem with- 
out any need for govern- 
ment intervention. So far, 
however, neither DOT nor 
the airlines have made any 
progress. But I’m hopeful 
for 2022. 


The issue 

On most airlines, travel- 
ers on the cheapest tickets 
who want to choose seats 
in advance must either pay 
extra fees or buy up toa 
higher class of economy 
ticket — and maybe, even 
then, have to pay fees. For 
adult travelers, that’s not 





Fredericksburg 


pleases palate in 
TEXAS WAY 


Texas Gulf Coast, while the 
onion rings use onions from 
the Rio Grande Valley in 
South Texas. 

I ordered the watermelon 
and green tomato salad with 
mint and basil leaves, spiced 
local pecans and herbed 
goat cheese with a citrus 
vinaigrette dressing, and 
thought it the tastiest salad I 
have ever had. 

That was followed by the 
smoked Santa Maria tri-tip 
with smoked chili butter, 
sea salt, roasted butter- 
nut squash and Brussels 
sprouts with a chili salsa. 
Dessert was croissant bread 
pudding with bourbon 
anglaise sauce. You get why 
people are willing to wait 
two hours for a table. 

Now, back to that 
award-winning Tempra- 
nillo. You just know that 
this being Texas, they 
wouldn’t be satisfied with a 
mere medal of excellence, 
and they didn’t have to be. 
Hill & Vine’s vintage won 
a saddle at a wine compe- 
tition during the Houston 
Rodeo and Livestock Show, 
and pardner, that beats a 
medal any day. 

Hill & Vine is just the 


an unreasonable burden. In 
exchange for a cheap ticket, 
they accept whatever 
seat the airline selects for 
them at the departure gate. 
That’s one of the several 
built-in disincentives to 
buying those cheap tickets. 
But families flying with 
minor children face a 
problem. If they don’t pay 
more — often alot more — 
their minor children can be 
assigned seats apart from 
any adult family member. 
And many traveling fami- 
lies and other travelers 
view that as an unfair 
burden. 


The burdens 

Obviously, families face a 
burden when a minor child 
can’t have a seat adjacent 
to at least one adult family 
member. The minors are 
burdened by not having 
family with them, and 
adults are burdened by 
inability to supervise and 
tend to the minor. But other 
travelers are burdened, 
too, when they are seated 


latest addition to aremark- 
ably robust dining scene 
for a town of 12,000 people. 
Alas, I didn’t make it to the 
Granite House or Vaude- 
ville Bistro, two lauded 
dining spots, but I did do 
dinner one night at Otto’s 
German Bistro. 

The German influence 
is strong in the Hill Coun- 
try as German settlers were 
the only ones able to forge 
a tenuous co-existence 
with the native Coman- 
che Indians who ran off 
others attempting to put 
down roots. Today, you'll 
see examples of German 
culture everywhere. 

The menu at Otto’s 
transcends schnitzels and 
sauerbraten to include 
dishes such as Steelhead 
Trout and Deep Sea Prawn 
with green pea puree, sugar 
snap peas, snow pea shoots 
and tomato oil, and veal 
loin with broccolini, mush- 
rooms, sweet potato puree 
and almonds. 

I did go German and 
ordered the Wurst Platte 
(smoked paprika gruyere 
sausage, German potato 
salad, house made sauer- 
kraut and house made spicy 


next to a minor with no 
concerned adult, espe- 
cially if the minor exhibits 
any behavior problems or 
anxiety. 

Often, an entire plane- 
load of passengers is 
burdened. One typical way 
airlines handle the prob- 
lem is to have flight atten- 
dants try to organize seat 
swaps during the boarding 
process, entailing depar- 
ture delays, baggage stor- 
age confusion, and maybe 
asking someone who paid 
extra for a window or 
aisle seat to exchange for 
a middle seat to allow for 
an adult to sit adjacent toa 
minor. 


Safety implications 

The problem is not 
limited to inconvenience 
and potential delay. In the 
event of depressurization, 
nobody is directly responsi- 
ble for managing a sepa- 
rated minor’s oxygen mask. 
Even more troublesome, 
in the event of a survivable 
crash, parents trying to 


mustard). I was glad I did. 

The menu changes 
weekly, and Otto’s gets 
most of its ingredients from 
local, organic or sustainable 
farms, ranches and fisher- 
ies. 

There’s no dearth of 
breakfast and lunch options 
either. Try Caliche Cafe for 
the former — the Salmon 
Eggs Benny are to die for. 
Clear River Ice Cream & 
Bakery makes a good lunch 
stop — you don’t have to eat 
one of their 47 flavors of ice 
cream for lunch, but you 
can if you want to. 

Finally, don’t miss Das 
Peach Haus. This multipur- 
pose facility tempts those in 
search of shopping, sipping, 
dining and learning. 

The general store sells 
everything from jams 
and jellies to chipotle and 
BBQ sauces. Shoppers can 
sample peach cobbler or 
peach cider. 

I had dinner there beside 
a small lake and under 
a canopy of pine trees 
more reminiscent of East 
Texas than the Hill Coun- 
try, and those wishing for 
a full dining experience 
can reserve a table. They 


family airline seating? 


reach a minor several rows 
away could easily disrupt 
the time-critical emer- 
gency evacuation process. 


Where it stands 

At this time last year, 
the lame duck DOT was 
not doing anything about 
this or any other consumer 
issue. This year, however, 
I’m cautiously optimistic. 
As far as I can tell, today’s 
DOT is sympathetic to 
the problem. The current 
hang-up seems to be find- 
ing just the right legal 
basis for making a new 
rule. Even after it finds 
the right law, it still has to 
post a notice of proposed 
rulemaking and solicit 
comments from airlines 
and the general public. For 
a government bureaucracy, 
even “warp speed” can be 
pretty slow. 

I remain confounded 
by the airlines’ refusal to 
address the problem on 
their own. They could fix 
it easily and quickly if they 
chose to do so. If they don’t, 


recently opened a distill- 
ery where you can sample 
their gin and whiskey, and 

if you’re interested in cook- 
ing classes, they are happy 
to oblige. About the only 
thing you can’t do is pick the 
peaches. 

Don’t fret. At Jenschke 
Orchards, you can pick all 
the plump peaches you 
want from the 3,000 trees 
in their orchards. You will 
have to think of a creative 
way of getting them home 
as the orchard doesn’t ship 
outside of Texas. 


A paradise for wine lovers 

As strange as it may seem 
to those who equate the 
American wine scene with 
California and Oregon, 
Texas is one of the country’s 
leading wine producers, and 
Fredericksburg ranks right 
behind Napa as a destina- 
tion for lovers of the grape. 

As for that grape, because 
of its hot climate, Texas 
excels in Mediterranean 
varietals — those found in 
sultry, steamy southern 
Spain and Italy. 

During a lunch and tast- 
ing at Signor Vineyards, 
I tasted some of these 


under the expert tute- 

lage of winery host Andre 
Boada, whose wine pedi- 
gree comes courtesy of his 
Spanish father and French 
mother. My favorite of the 
wines Boada poured was an 
Albareno white, originat- 
ing in the Galicia Region of 
Spain, but utilizing Texas 
grapes. 

Signor is one of the Hill 
Country’s most beautiful 
wineries. Open only three 
years, it has become such 
a popular stop they are 
adding 40 casitas in the 
vineyards for overnight 
guests. Even if you don’t 
stay overnight, you can sign 
up for one of Boada’s food 
and wine classes (Friday 
and Sunday, $50). 

Two other wineries I 
highly recommend are 
Pedernales Cellars and 
Narrow Path Winery and 
Vineyards. 

At Pedernales, the vine- 
yards overlook the scenic 
Pedernales River, and their 
white wines come mainly 
from its sister winery in 
the High Plains around 
Lubbock. Narrow Path has a 
tasting room in Fredericks- 
burg, but make your way to 
nearby Stonewall to sip in 
style in their main tasting 
room overlooking the vine- 
yard. 

If you want to combine 
wine tasting and shopping, 
do head for Fredericks- 
burg’s picturesque main 
street. At Becker Vineyards, 
sip a Viognier from their 
vineyard 12 miles outside 
of town where, in addition 
to grapes, 5 acres are given 
over to lavender fields. 

To get your alcoholic 
intake in a different form, 
drop by Chocolat, special- 
izing in liquor and wine-in- 
fused chocolates. 





eventually the government 
will impose a fix, at which 
time the airlines will collec- 
tively whine about “exces- 
sive regulation.” Go figure. 


Likely outcome 

My take is that the 
current DOT actively 
wants to do something 
about the problem, and is 
working diligently to find 
the right approach. Secre- 
tary Pete Buttigieg could 
move it along with a seri- 
ous jawbone at the airlines 
to fix their own problems, 
but absent that, DOT will 


DREAMSTIME 


ultimately find the path it 
needs. It has a mandate to 
regulate “unfair” prac- 
tices, and it has authority 
to regulate safety issues, so 
I believe DOT does, in fact, 
have the authority it needs. 
Although my track record 
at predicting these things 
isn’t great, I fully expect 
some effective solution will 
be in place by the end of 
2022. Meanwhile, if you’re 
flying as a family, you either 
pay to sit together or risk 
separation. 


eperkins@mind.net 
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Astley not giving up anything in ’22 


By Brian Niemietz 
New York Daily News 


With a big advertising 
campaign in gear anda 
U.S. tour on the way, ’80s 
pop star Rick Astley has 
no plans to give anything 
up in 2022. But first, he 
sportingly looked back at 
the Rickroll phenomenon, 
which he still finds hard to 
explain. 

The singer, 55, said that 
he was first Rickrolled — 
an internet prank where 
the music video for his 
1987 hit “Never Gonna 
Give You Up” pops up 
unexpectedly after some- 
one clicks on an email link 
they think is for something 
else — when a friend from 
Los Angeles sent him an 
email that included the 
snippet around the time 
the trend began 15 years 
ago. 

“T didn’t know what a 
Rickroll was so I thought 
he was being what he 
thought was funny, and I 
sent him a very short email 
back asking ‘What are you 
doing?’” Astley recalled. 

He notes that at the time, 
being able to look up old 
music videos on YouTube 
at all was less common. 

“It was pretty weird 
honestly, and it took mea 
while to grasp it,’ he said. 

It worked out pretty well 
for Astley. He says anewer 
generation now knows 
his music and that it has 
been good for business. In 
July, the nearly 35-year- 
old pop song recorded its 
1 billionth YouTube view- 
ing. It also led to Astley’s 
“New Year New You” 
RickRok campaign for 
Frito-Lay, where fans can 
go online at NeverGonna 
GivelItUp.com to talk about 
things they’re not going to 
give up, record a duet with 
Astley using the TikTok 
social media platform and 
compete for prizes. 

“The way that people 
have used the internet — 
for absolutely hilarious 
things sometimes — has 
sort of given us an amazing 
opportunity in the world,” 





Rick Astley says a newer generation knows his music thanks 
to the Rickroll ohenomenon. STUART C. WILSON/GETTY 2018 


Astley said. 

Fans are also free to 
dance in their video duets, 
though they should be 
warned that Astley was 
widely teased for his 
moves following the music 
video for “Never Gonna 
Give You Up.” 

“All it was, was pure 
fear,’ he laughed, recalling 
that video shoot. “Some- 
body put a video camera 
and 25 people in acrew in 
front of me and said ‘Come 
on son, give it your best 
shot’ So I think my danc- 
ing was not really dancing. 
It was a 21-year-old kid 
with fear running through 
his veins. That’s all it was.” 

Astley said fans can see 
something that resembles 
dancing in his RickRock 
campaign, which kicked 
off on Christmas Day. 

Dancing isn’t the only 
thing Astley has no plans 
of giving up. Because the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has restricted everyone’s 
movements, his New Year’s 
resolution is to get out and 
live again. That includes a 
tour with fellow 1980s acts 
New Kids On The Block 


and Salt-N-Pepa. 

“We’ve been through a 
hell of a couple years, the 
whole world has,” he said. 
“The idea of having to give 
something else up... you 
know what I mean?” 

While Astley is best 
known for “Never Gonna 
Give You Up,” he did 
score a couple of other 
hits back in the day. One 
of those was the song 
“Together Forever,’ which 
he wouldn’t mind turning 
into a Rickroll viral sensa- 
tion, too. 

“To be honest, I wish 
somebody would do that 
— that’d be pretty cool,” 
he said with a grin. “But I 
think it’s a one-song deal.” 


Jan. 1 birthdays: Actor 
Frank Langella is 84. Musi- 
cian Country Joe McDon- 
ald is 80. Comedian Don 
Novello is 79. Actor Rick 
Hurst is 76. DJ Grandmas- 
ter Flash is 64. Actor Renn 
Woods is 64. Actor Dedee 
Pfeiffer is 58. Actor Morris 
Chestnut is 53. Singer Tank 
is 46. Actor Eden Riegel is 
41. Musician Noah Sierota 
is 26. 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 






Receptionist wants courtesy of co-workers 


Dear Amy: I am a recep- 
tionist. I love my job, and 
my co-workers are great. 

There is, however, one 
thing that bugs me. 

My desk is in acommon 
area, and co-workers often 
chat around my desk. 

Some of them talk about 
parties they are going to, 
which I am not invited to. 

I don’t expect to be 
invited to all the parties 
— some of them are 
“team-building parties,” 
so of course I would not 
be invited to other teams’ 
gatherings. 

We sometimes all go out 
to lunch and have the occa- 
sional get-together after 
work, which is nice. 

But with the holiday 
season, they’re talking 
about a party that Iam 
not invited to, which is 
definitely a “friends-from- 
work” party — and nota 
team-building party. 

I think it is rude to talk 
about parties in front of 
people who are not invited. 

How doI “politely” tell 
them to stop talking about 
these gatherings in front 
of me? 

— Uninvited 


Dear Uninvited: I agree 
that it is rude to discuss a 
private gathering in front 
of someone who has not 
been invited. Colleagues 
shouldn’t talk about work 
at an office party and 
shouldn’t talk about parties 
at work. 


Friendships form at 
work, and work friends 
have every right to enjoy 
their relationships and to 
get together outside of the 
office. 

If you have a supervisor 
you can talk to, you might 
ask them to gently remind 
your colleagues that your 
workstation is public and 
that they shouldn’t enter- 


tain private conversations. 

Depending on how well 
you know these co-work- 
ers, you could also handle 
this yourself — in a light- 
hearted way, by saying a 
version of: “Helllooooo, 
I’m sitting right here.” 


Dear Amy: My 6-year- 

old granddaughter hasn’t 
been vaccinated because 
the parents have opposing 
views, even though they 
are both fully vaccinated. 

I have calmly voiced my 
opinion by explaining why 
she needs to be vaccinated. 

I say “calmly,” but 
internally I’m upset and 
extremely worried. 

Are there any strate- 
gies to get the one parent 
to agree to vaccinate the 
child, or should I stay out 
of it? 

— Worried Gram 


Dear Gram: In November, 
I published a heartbreak- 
ing account of a previous 
pandemic, which outlined 
the terrible risks of trans- 
mission of some viruses. 
I’m reprinting it here. 

“My mother died in 1957 
in the Asian flu pandemic. 
I caught the virus at school 
(I was in kindergarten) and 
passed it on to her. 

“My teacher didn’t know 
there was at least one 
student in her classroom 
who passed it on to me, and 
perhaps other students. No 
one was masked. 

“T remember being quite 
sick, and I remember my 
shock and sadness as a 
5-year-old on the morning 
that my mother died. 

“Catching that illness 
at school created deadly 
havoc in our home and has 
haunted me my whole life. 

“T’m 69 years old now, 
and the loss of my mother 
certainly changed the lives 
of my sister and our father. 


“This COVID-19 
pandemic has brought 
back many memories, and 
I ama strong advocate of 
precautions, including 
masks and vaccines. 

“Please continue to 
emphasize masks and 
vaccines in your column. 

— Reverend Dr. Kay 
Palmer Marsh” 

It’s hard to understand 
why these parents would 
choose protection for 
themselves, but not their 
child. 

The good news for you 
is that you and the child’s 
parents are vaccinated 
and are thus protected 
from the worst outcome 
of the disease, should your 
granddaughter carry the 
virus home. However, you 
have already made your 
case to them. 

Stay calm, try not to 
worry, and if they bring 
this up, urge them to follow 
the advice of their child’s 
pediatrician and the CDC. 


Dear Amy: Responding to 
the heartbreaking letter 
from “Gutted in Illinois,” 
who had just gone through 
an extremely traumatic 
birth, only to have her 
mother-in-law refuse to 
help, you didn’t suggest 
that her husband should 
step up. I would encourage 
anyone else in the situation 
to call on family members/ 
husband to assist with 
confrontations and house- 
work! 

— Been There 


Dear Been There: “Gutted” 
didn’t mention a husband, 
and I was left wondering if 
he was on the scene. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Rae always confident music will assist story 


‘Insecure’ featured 
both emerging and 
established artists 


By Mikael Wood 


Los Angeles Times 


Before she had a finished 
script, a committed cast or 
even a solid sense of where 
her characters might go, 
Issa Rae knew that “Inse- 
cure” would have a killer 
soundtrack. 

“That was the only thing 
I was certain of,” says the 
actor, writer and producer 
behind the HBO series 
about a group of young 
Black women navigat- 
ing work, romance and 
friendship in Los Angeles. 
“Tn anything I do, I’m very 
confident that the music 
will assist the storytelling,” 
she adds, then laughs. “I’m 
not always confident in the 
story itself” 

With “Insecure,” which 
recently aired its series 
finale, Rae, 36, wanted to 
channel the spirit of some 
of the classic soundtracks 
of the 1990s, “when music 
really, really mattered 
in movies and television 
shows,” as she puts it. As 
examples, she points to 
“Boomerang,” “Soul Food,’ 
“Love Jones” and “Waiting 
to Exhale.” 

Now she’s leaving behind 
a classic of her own: For 
five seasons, “Insecure” has 
showcased what the series’ 
music supervisor, Kier 
Lehman, calls “modern 
alternative R&B,” long on 
breathy vocals and vibey 
production that lend valu- 
able emotional detail to the 
show’s layered storylines. 
Artists featured on “Inse- 
cure’s” several soundtrack 
albums — as well as an offi- 
cial Spotify playlist with 
nearly 200,000 followers — 
have included established 
acts such as SZA, Thunder- 
cat and Jazmine Sullivan, 
who recorded a steamy 
duet called “Insecure” with 
Bryson Tiller for the second 
season. 

Yet the show has also 
served as acrucial incubator 
for emerging artists. 
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Yvonne Orji, left, and creator Issa Rae in “Insecure; which recently concluded its run after five seasons. MERIE W. WALLACE/HBO 


“T never get more texts 
than when my music is on 
‘Insecure, ” says TeaMarrr, 
a singer and rapper. “It’s 
confirmation that I’m 
supposed to be here and 
that I’m doing what I’m 
supposed to do.” 

Rae plans to carry on 
in music with Raedio, 
an “audio everywhere 
company,’ as she calls it, 
that includes arecord label 
(partnered with Atlan- 
tic Records) and a music- 
supervision department 
that’s at work on an upcom- 
ing HBO Max series from 
Rae’s Hoorae Media about 
a pair of struggling rappers 
from Miami. 

This interview with Rae 
has been edited for clarity 
and length. 


Q: What are you most 
proud of in terms of how 
“Insecure” has handled 
music? 

A: We highlighted female 
singers and rappers ina 


distinct way when others 
weren’t — I’m thinking 


about TT the Artist and Kari 


Faux in season one. Also 
the way we put sex scenes 
and Black lovemaking on 
the map in anew way. I 
love adding music to those 


scenes, deciding which ones 
will affect how the audience 


may feel. Episode eight of 
the last season, I always say 
that’s my opus because I 


wanted every song to repre- 


sent the romanticism. 


Q: Does “Insecure” 
have a signature sound? 

A: I’ve heard people say 
that, and it’s so flattering. 
They'll name a song and 
be like, “This sounds like 
something that should be 
on ‘Insecure,” Such a high 
compliment. 


Q: Was elevating 
up-and-comers always 
part of the equation? 

A: That was one of the 
mandates — LA artists, 


independent artists. Kier 
has put me on to so many 
new artists that I felt get 

the sound of the show. And 
then, of course, I do my own 
digging for people that I 
love. As a music lover, noth- 
ing excites me more than 
feeling like you’re on to an 
artist first. 


Q: You’ve spenta 
minute in the music biz 
now. Does it strike you as 
a place where good ideas 
flourish? 

A: Absolutely not. It’s 
probably the worst indus- 
try that I have ever come 
across. I thought Holly- 
wood was crazy. The music 
industry, it needs to start 
over. Conflicts of interest 
abound. Archaic mentali- 
ties. Crooks and criminals! 
It’s an abusive industry, and 
I really feel for artists that 
have to come up in it. 


Q: Was that a surprise 
to discover? 


A: It was kind of shock- 
ing. I don’t want to get 
too specific, but even in 
crafting our own deals (for 
soundtracks) with labels or 
artists, it would be so convo- 
luted. And finding out how 
artists were treated at other 
labels ... Being a creator 
myself and knowing what 
I want in terms ofa rela- 
tionship with a production 
company or a producer, I’d 
like to think that we’re more 
artist-friendly than a lot of 
other labels and companies 
out there. 


Q: The past few years 
have been big for women 
in hip-hop and R&B. Does 
that inspire you? 

A: Do I feel inspired? I 
honestly don’t know. I love 
the idea that female artists 
are, in a sense, getting their 
due, but it still feels like 
there’s only a very specific 
type of sound. What really 
bums me out — and this 
aligns with Hollywood — 


is the way that music is 
rewarded. When I think 
about the Grammys and 
these other systems that are 
designed to reward artistic 
creativity and uplift artists, I 
just feel like, “Yall don’t get 
it. What are you reward- 
ing?” 

This is dumb, but I’ll 
say it anyway: A song like 
(Wizkid’s) “Essence” — just 
absolutely a powerhouse, 
and yet could not be prop- 
erly acknowledged by the 
institution that is supposed 
to celebrate the best in 
music — that trips me out. 
To see Black people and our 
contributions to music not 
celebrated in the way they 
should be — I mean, these 
aren’t institutions for us. 


Q: What did you hear in 
2021 that you loved? 

A: I was so grateful to get 
new music from Jazmine 
Sullivan. I’ve really been a 
fan of Cleo Sol. I liked Don 
Toliver’s album a lot. 


Q: If you’ve been a fan 
(of Jazmine) for a while, 
it’s been heartening to 
see all the acclaim she’s 
gotten this year. 

A: Jazmine — I’m getting 
chills thinking about her 
— she’s just literally pure 
talent. Sadly, I think that’s 
kind of rare in mainstream 
music today. That’s what 
people appreciate — she 
reminds you of this time 
when talent was at the fore- 
front. I don’t want to sound 
like an old head or anything 
like that, or that I’m dissing 
anybody, but there’s just 
something so special about 
her voice and the relatabil- 
ity of her music. 


Q: Does it make you 
proud to have had her 
song “Insecure” be such 
a key musical moment 
early in the show? 

A: Beyond proud. Espe- 
cially because it had beena 
while — three or four years 
at that point — since she had 
released music. So to be able 
to have her briefly resurface 
with a song from our show 
—Imean, come on. That’s 
so dope. 


These podcasts are on th 


Here are 6 of best 
that delve through 
unsolved mysteries 


By Emma Dibdin 
The New York Times 


Real-life mysteries are 
the bread and butter of 
modern podcasting. 

Seven years ago, “Serial” 
pushed the format into 
the mainstream with its 
gripping reinvestigation 
of the 1999 murder of Hae 
Min Lee, a Baltimore high 
school student, and the 
questionable conviction of 
her ex-boyfriend, Adnan 
Syed. 

The feverish response 
to “Serial” was fueled by 
the seemingly endless 
ambiguities and questions 
surrounding the case, many 
of which remain unan- 
swered to this day. 

Unsolved mysteries can 
be frustrating, but they also 
leave more room for specu- 
lation and armchair sleuth- 
ing than the ones with tidy 
endings. 

In the years since 
“Serial,” there has been an 
explosion of shows trying 
to re-create its appeal by 
delving into cold cases, 
disappearances and myste- 
rious events. 

These are six of the best, 
offering everything from 
compelling true-crime 
journalism to a quirky 
Hollywood mystery with 
Tom Hanks at its center. 


‘Missing on 9/11’: On the 
evening of Sept. 10, 2001, a 
security camera in down- 
town Manhattan recorded 
Sneha Anne Philip shop- 
ping at Century 21. It was 
the last time she was ever 
seen alive. 

After the 9/11 attacks 
the following morning, 
Philip, who was 31, became 
one of thousands reported 
missing. 

Since she was a doctor, 
her relatives assumed 
that she had died helping 
victims at the towers, but 
this gripping iHeartRadio 
series reveals a much 


MUSIC 


more complicated picture 
of her still-unsolved 
disappearance. 

Solid information is 
scarce, but “Missing on 
9/11” rarely feels like it’s 
treading water — in one 
especially compelling 
chapter, the host, Jon 
Walczak, enlists an 
expert on the art of 
“pseudocide,” aka faking 
your own death. 

The podcast ends 
abruptly after 10 episodes, 
and it’s unclear whether 
more are coming. 

But if you’re craving 
more, the same team 
previously produced 
“Missing in Alaska,’ an 
equally intriguing show 
about the vanishing of two 
congressmen in 1972. 

Starter episode: “9/10” 





IRENE RINALDI/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


‘Dead Eyes’: This 
delightfully low stakes 
yet emotionally engaging 
Hollywood mystery is 
hosted by actor-comedian 
Connor Ratliff, whom you 
may recognize from bit 
parts in shows like “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.” 

Two decades ago, fresh 
out of drama school, Ratliff 
landed asmall role in the 
HBO miniseries “Band of 
Brothers” alongside Tom 
Hanks, only to be uncere- 
moniously fired on the eve 
of shooting. The reason? 
According to a tactless 
assistant, it was because 
Hanks himself watched 
Ratliff’s audition tape and 
was put off by his “dead 
eyes.” 

Still haunted by this 
devastatingly specific 


Bela Fleck comes back to 
bluegrass on two-disc album 


By George Varga 


San Diego Union-Tribune 


A 15-time Grammy 
Award winner, banjo 
master Bela Fleck excels 
in such a dizzying array of 
styles — from bluegrass, 
folk and jazz to classical, 
country and world music 
— that it was fitting when 
he named “Vertigo” the 
opening number on his 
captivating new album, 
“My Bluegrass Heart.” 
Then, reality threw him an 
unexpected curve ball. 

“T actually got vertigo 
after writing the song, 
which was not fun,’ Fleck 
said. “I thought it was a 
funny song name, but it’s 
not funny anymore.” 

He chuckled wryly at 
the memory of his thank- 
fully short-lived vertigo 
experience. “I only had it 
once, for about a week.” 

As knotty in melodic and 
rhythmic construction as 
its title suggests, “Vertigo” 
kicks off Fleck’s first blue- 
grass album in 20 years. 

The two-disc “My Blue- 
grass Heart” is dedicated 
to guitarist Tony Rice 
and jazz composer Chick 
Corea, who passed away 
in December 2020 and 
February 2021 respec- 
tively. He collaborated 
with each and still pinches 
himself that he did. 

“T couldn’t have wanted 
anything more, or thought 
it more unlikely,” said 
Fleck. “And to get to play 
as much and to become the 
kind of friends we became 
and get to play as much as 
we did is one of the great 
joys of my life.” 

“My Bluegrass Heart” 
features an array of Fleck’s 
longtime musical partners, 
including Tony Trischka, 
David Grisman, Edgar 
Meyer and Jerry Douglas. 

What makes “My Blue- 
grass Heart” doubly nota- 
ble is that it also showcases 
such rising young instru- 
mental stars as guitarists 
Billy Strings and Molly 





Bela Fleck, seen with Abigail Washburn in 2016, has released 
“My Bluegrass Heart.” ALLEN J. SCHABEN/LOS ANGELES TIMES 


Tuttle, mandolinist Sierra 
Hull and violinist Michael 
Cleveland. The multigen- 
erational lineup provides 
a vital musical continuum 
on an album that cele- 
brates the skill and imagi- 
nation of its participants. 

“T had a lot of the tunes 
for along time and was 
trying to figure out who 
should play on this and 
who should play on that,’ 
Fleck said. 

“Then I started 


earmarking specific things. 


So, when I knew Billy and 
Sierra were coming to 
record, I thought: ‘I have 
to give them something for 
their personalities to shine 
through on? So, Iadded 
more to those tunes, I 
needed to make sure it was 
challenging for those guys 
in the right way.” 

Had all gone according 
to plan, Rice would also 
have performed on “My 
Bluegrass Heart.” The 
recording of the album 
was completed just prior 
to the pandemic shut- 
down. 

But Rice was a no-show, 
largely because of his 
failing health. Fleck, who 
had envisioned Rice as 
a key contributor to the 
album, was understand- 
ably dismayed. His spirits 
lifted after he pivoted to 
Bryan Sutton, a nine-time 


International Bluegrass 
Music Association Guitar 
Player of the Year honoree 
who has performed on 
albums by Taylor Swift, 
Eric Church and more. 

Fleck’s artistic scope 
long ago transcended blue- 
grass. But it is still one of 
his early musical founda- 
tions, even if he has turned 
away from it for extended 
periods to pursue other 
stylistic approaches. 

The music on “My Blue- 
grass Heart” is crafted to 
celebrate the genre’s tradi- 
tions at the same time it 
twists and extends them. 
That combination of rever- 
ence and daring, of push- 
ing forward while saluting 
the past, has long been one 
of Fleck’s trademarks. 

“My goal to take the 
bluegrass out of banjo and 
the banjo out of bluegrass 
has gone pretty well,” said 
Fleck, who is married to 
fellow banjo ace Abigail 
Washburn. “And I’ve been 
able to make a living and 
keep my idealistic view 
about the music I make, 
which I consider to be a 
pretty resounding success. 

“T feel very, very fortu- 
nate and still love what I 
get to do. But with blue- 
grass, we all come back 
to it. You have it in your 
blood, and you want to 
come back to it.” 


critique, Ratliff embarks 
on an audio quest to figure 
out if America’s most- 
beloved actor really hates 
his eyes, aided by a few 
famous friends including 
Jon Hamm, Damon Linde- 
lof and even a few “Band of 
Brothers” alums. 

Now in its third season, 
“Dead Eyes” has evolved 
beyond its core mystery to 
become a broader window 
into the humiliations of 
Hollywood, which Ratliff 
plumbs with such affable 
warmth that you'll be root- 
ing for him to finally get the 
answers he craves. 

Starter episode: “He’s 
Having Second Thoughts” 


‘Suspect’: This coproduc- 
tion from Wondery and 
Campside Media centers 


on the unsolved 2008 
murder of Arpana Jinaga, 
a 24-year-old software 
engineer who was found 
dead the morning after a 
raucous Halloween party 
at her apartment complex 
near Seattle. That gath- 
ering provides a wide 
array of suspects, all of 
whom are investigated in 
this absorbing, emotional 
10-episode series. Ulti- 
mately, the police do home 
in on one chief suspect, but 
that conviction proves to be 
deeply flawed. 

“Suspect” uses its 
central case to explore the 
dizzyingly rapid evolution 
of DNA technology, as well 
as racial bias in the justice 
system. 

Starter episode: “The 
Halloween Party” 


‘Unexplained’: Instead 
of dedicating several 
episodes to a single case, 
“Unexplained” tackles a 
new logic-defying event 
every week. Leaning more 
toward the paranormal 
than criminal, this British 
series makes for reliably 
spooky listening, in part 
because Richard MacLean 
Smith, the host and creator, 
resists the urge to ham it 
up. Over the course of six 
seasons, Smith has deliv- 
ered episodes on the true 
story behind the “Exorcist,” 
the fate of a ghost ship in 
the Dutch East Indies, an 
apparent alien abduction 
in the north of England, 
a family being terrorized 
by a poltergeist and the 
chilling ongoing saga of the 
“Havana syndrome,’ which 
has seen numerous CIA 
employees in Cuba fall sick 
with debilitating neuro- 
logical symptoms in recent 
years. 

Starter episode: “Valleys 
of the Uncanny” 


‘Someone Knows 
Something’: The sheer 
volume of murder mystery 
podcasts out there can feel 
overwhelming, but this 
anthology series from the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. is a consistently 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
You might be considering 


whether or not your career 


path is in line with what 
you really value. Consider 
that the best way to advo- 


cate for an important cause 


is not always the most 


direct way. Take some time 


to plan asubtler approach. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Checking in with a long- 
time commitment of yours 
could make it obvious that 
you’ve grown and changed 
a lot over the past few 
years. While the awkward- 
ness of the encounter 
could surprise you, your 
friends may still be able to 
guide you through it. They 
can help you find anew 
community that fits you. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
You may sense that you 
are held back by some- 
thing outside of your view. 
Digging into the mystery 
will probably be worth- 
while! Though you may 
have avoided this task in 
the past because it seemed 
difficult, you’re currently 
well positioned to make 
some discoveries. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Getting to know some of 
your acquaintances better 
as individuals could bea 
worthy goal for you this 
year. Someone like that 
might turn into a very 
intellectually stimulating 
connection, even if the 
environment where you 
usually connect with them 
has a different vibe. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Jan.1, 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln issued 
the Emancipation Procla- 
mation. 


In1892, the Ellis Island 
Immigrant Station in New 
York formally opened. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Reflecting on how you’ve 
grown professionally 
over the past few years 
could be inspiring for you 
today. Building habits that 
work better for you might 
require you to clarify your 
boundaries with others 
whose are intertwined 
with yours. You may fear 
disturbing the peace. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Learning some new tech- 
niques could help you 
get more pleasure out of 
a hobby. You may have 
resisted this step in the 
past. However, if you can 
identify something that’s 
necessary to learn so you 
can move onward, you 
may be able to find anew 
teacher who’s a good fit for 
you right now. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
There may be some big 
issues surrounding the 
financial side of your home 
or family life that you need 
to deal with soon, and 

the hardest part could be 
deciding where to start 
such an overwhelming 
task! Today, at least, you 
can try to begin sketching 
out a plan. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Improving your relation- 
ships might be a goal for 
you at this time, and you 
may be thinking about 
increasing your flow of 
conversation with some- 
one significant to you. Be 
wary of heavy topics. The 
best way to build intimacy 
at this point might just be 
having fun together! 


In1953, country singer 
Hank Williams Sr., 29, was 
discovered dead in the 
back seat of his car. 


In1954, NBC broadcast the 
first coast-to-coast color 
TV program as it presented 
live coverage of the Tour- 
nament of Roses Parade. 


In1959, Fidel Castro 

and his revolutionaries 
overthrew Cuban leader 
Fulgencio Batista. 
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e real-life cases 


rigorous, intelligent gem. 
The host, David Ridgen, 
was a filmmaker and 
documentarian before he 
created “Someone Knows 
Something,” and his flair 
for character-driven 
storytelling is evident, as 
is his ambivalence about 
“true crime” as a genre 
(the series begins witha 
prologue in which Ridgen 
admits to being wary about 
making it at all). 

Each season chronicles 
a different cold case, begin- 
ning with the 1972 disap- 
pearance of 5-year-old 
Adrien McNaughton. The 
third season focuses on the 
devastating story of Charles 
Moore and Henry Dee, two 
Black men whose murders 
in 1964 by Ku Klux Klan 
members resulted in no 
convictions for more 
than 40 years. The fourth 
follows a family’s search 
for answers after a man is 
murdered by a mail bomb 
sent to his house. 

Whichever season you 
choose to begin with, you'll 
likely be hooked. 

Starter episode: “The 
Wrong Body” 


‘Unsolved Mysteries’: 
It’s been more than 30 
years since the first iter- 
ation of the docuseries 
“Unsolved Mysteries” 
first aired on television, 
offering up re-enactments 
of cold cases, conspiracy 
theories and paranormal 
encounters. The formula 
has remained largely 
unchanged through multi- 
ple reboots — on Lifetime, 
more recently on Netflix 
and now in an equally 
addictive podcast format. 

Although it’s narrated 
by Steve French instead 
of Robert Stack, who was 
the long-standing host of 
“Unsolved Mysteries,” the 
show is an otherwise faith- 
ful audio rendering of the 
franchise, featuring weekly 
half-hour mysteries full of 
ghost stories, disappear- 
ances, demonic possessions 
and more. 

Starter episode: “Where’s 
Alicia?” 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You have an eye for 
what needs to improve in 
your life today. Approach- 
ing the situation from 

a place where you feel 
secure should help you 
make better decisions. 
There has to be at least 
one thing, however small, 
that’s going well for you 
now! Focus on positives. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Respecting yourself 
will help you know where 
the correct communica- 
tion limits are. If you want 
people to know the real 
you, opening up more in 
your conversations could 
help. Strike the right 
balance. While you may be 
tempted to start by drop- 
ping your boundaries, do 
your best to stay focused. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may feel worn out. Put 
yourself in an environment 
where you can openly 
express hidden parts of 
yourself. You could be 
surprised by how vigorous 
you feel when you free up 
the energy you formerly 
used to hold things back. 
The investment could be 
well worth it! 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): New friends could 

be attracted to your good 
nature today. You're likely 
presenting yourself quite 
well at this time, which 
can draw people to you 
seemingly out of nowhere. 
To keep them with you for 
a while, work to maintain 
a healthy give and take 
between the two of you. 


In1985, the music cable 
channel VH-1 made its 
debut with a video of 
Marvin Gaye perform- 
ing “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” 


In1993, Czechoslovakia 
peacefully split into two 
new countries, the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. 


In 2014, the nation’s first 
legal recreational pot 
shops opened in Colorado. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





Scan QR code to lay online. 





































SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: MB[2][3][4] Wordsearch: pawn it 254 
P| 13 | 17] Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
2) | 15] 18 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
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word Tinds, crossing out common words. 
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TV CROSSWORD JUMBLE 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO WU LS 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, i thought you could put 


ol ool 
Zane Zee 


eT rt | mee 


tt 
ey | 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 





All Rights Reserved. 





Jumbles: WHISK 
Answer: 





©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 





this on for your show. 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


THE CHEF GOT A NEW 
APRON AND SHE LIKED 
HER NEW -——— 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


" Or S6Oe) 
aN aA ARRAS 


TIGER 
The chef got a new apron and she liked her 


CANOPY ABSORB 


new — “COOK-WEAR?” 


ACROSS 32 Actress Myrna ARROW WORDS 
1 West or Sandler . 35 “_ Vegas” 
ci Tonight with ee Sa hecd Python Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
8 “In __”: Justin Timberlake sci-fi 38 Culp or Mitchum the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 

thriller 40 Rutherford B. or Helen 
9 __ down; reduces one’s speed 41 Costs __ and a leg; is expensive Unkempt | Knitting nie Eee uoeaoai Soar nao 
12 “Wagon __”; old western series 42 Very excited hair erm Soaran | Partner with 
13 “__ at the Opera”; Marx Brothers 43 Hosp. floor supervisors, often a 


movie 
14 Sell on the street 
15 “__ Brothers”; Will Ferrell film 
16 Former coach Parseghian 
18 “We're off to ___ the Wizard...” 
19 Will __ of “The Waltons” 
20 Nail with a decorative head 
21 Rivers or Collins 
23 “__ Get Away with Murder” 
24 Sad notice, for short 
25 Grain storage tower 
26 “Some Like __”; Marilyn Monroe 
movie 


28 “O Brother, Where Art __?”; 12 “__ Bloopers & Practical Jokes” 
George Clooney movie 13 “I can’t believe |___ the whole 
29 “Whose __ Is It Anyway?” thing!” Improvise} #1 spot | Pencil Job for a 
30 The Bee Gees, for one 15 Mailed = Peiner 
17 “Much __ About Nothing” 


|A|D|A|M im A| BIC) 
|T| 1 {m/e Ri S| LO 
JAIN] 1G 


SOS00G0R008q 
EISEIEIC 


1 |m |= [o| 


ran] ale 
RIN|S ML |o|uls 





44 Ferrigno and Dobbs 


DOWN 
1 19 
for Dorothy McGuire 
2 Role on “Black-ish” 
3 Surrounded by 
4“ _ of a Certain Age” 
5 Lou Grant’s portrayer 
6 Radar screen image 
7 Gear tooth 
10 “Primetime: __ Do?” 
11 Walk pompously 


19 Walk, trot, canter or gallop 
20 Han 

films 
22 Woodwind instrument 





Shirley MacLaine 
31 “_ Race”; film for Whoopi 
33 Designer Cassini and others 
34 “Say __ to the Dress” 
36 Capital of Switzerland 





Grows in Brooklyn”; movie 


- role in the “Star Wars” 


ee 


Roo's 
refuge 


Dr. Seuss 
character 


23 Circular cracker 
Fal 25 “__ of Echoes”; Kevin Bacon film 
26 “__ Fly Away” 
27 Crown 
30 “__ of Endearment”; movie for a — 


Sailor's 
cry 


Radial, 
e.g. 
Trinket 


Radiator 
adjunct 


05} ° 
:| 
8.59 
vl fd 


Obscure 


Sticker 


fa] | | | - 
Benensin 


Strain 


Resinous 
deposit 


So 


Home on 
the range 





2) 
Qa 
w 
3 
az 
w 





37 Villain in “Othello” 12/29/19 
©2015 Tribune Content A LLC 12/6/15 39 Saloon 
Al Rights Hecawed, 40 __ Linden of “Barney Miller” 
KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 
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Find two identical 
images. only two are. 


Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 







D0 you Have. Y 
ANY PLANS FOR |i 
THE NEW YEAR? 


IT CAN'T BE A NEW 
YEAR ALREADY... 


I'M NOT FINISHED 
WITH LAST YEAR! 





www.doonesbury.com 






DO YOU HAVE ANY NEW 
YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS, LIZ? 


1 HATE THESE 
QUESTIONS 


WHAT DO 
YOO THINK? 


1 THOUGHT 
MAYBE I 
SHOULD LOSE 
a SOME WEIGHT 


YEAH, BOT I 
LOVE YOUR 
ANSWERS 


a) 


So] 


TM DAVSS I-1 


~) 





© 2022 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 





1 KNOW. BUT I'VE GOT A 
RESOLUTION TO REACH 
0,000 STEPS BY THE END 
OF THE DAY. 


SKYLER, OUR PIZZA ORDER 1S \) BUT WE USUALLY | 
READY. PUT ON MY SMARTWATCH j} HAVE PIZZA 
AND WALK OVER TO PICK IT UP, }] DELIVERED. 












S 











NS ~ 
Ass 
DN 
| 
i 


r\ 
~ wi 
Pyy ¥ 

I'M GOING TO 


EXERCISE 
MORE AND LOSE 
A FEW POUNDS. 


| ...LIKE GETTING 
NOMINATED 


TO THE 
SUPREME COURT. 








ics.com www.facebook.com/dustincomic 


Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 
NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTIONS 


Reach all of my 
fitness goals, 


I GIKE TO KEEP THEM 
WITHIN REACH 








Fitness 


Goals: that much 


forte, 


@2022 Stephan Pastiis/Dist. by Andrews McMee! Syndication 





Mutts By Patrick McDonnell 


_Foa suddenly 


you know: 


and trust the magic 
of beginnings. 
~ Meister Eckhart 


it’s time to start 
something new 





www.kingfeatures.com 








GOOGLE CAN SHOW YoU 
YOUR EMISSIONS FoR 
YoUR. FLIGHTS. 


THAT WAS FIVE MILLIGRAMS 
OF CARBON. 





YoU ALWAYS RELEASE A 
CITTLE METHANE WHEN 

YoU HOP UP ONTo YouR. 
BARSTOOL. 







E 
re) 
oO 
, =| 
& 
© 
& 
x 
a4 
w 


CAN YOU BELIEVE 
IT, DANA? 
OUR TRAVEL AGENT 
FIRED ME AND Toe! 


SHE SPECIALIZES IN 

ROMANTIC GETAWANS 

FoR CouPLES.,. NOT 
LARGE GRovp 
VACATIONS! 


T OWN A NICE OH, DANA... 
CHALET IN NERBIER,) + couLoN'T! 
You CAN eae OH, WAIT... 
“oud FAMIL COULD! 

\F You'D LIKE. - t 





1 THINK YOUR BRAIN \ 7 

MMMM... FEAL OUT WHA) YOU 

YOU KNOW, SOME WERE LYING DOWN 
PURISTS DON’T GO 
FOR FREEZE - DRIED 
FISH, BUT I THINK 


5] OPEN MIND. 


GoComics.com 1/1 


| THE FIRST BABY STEPS ARE 
5 <<a 7 WATCHING THE COLLEGE 
IN SHAPE BY WALKING] 5 > s:* 3 \ BOWL TEAMS RUN OUT } 


RESOLUTION IS TO GET BACK 
EVERY DAY ON THE Woteting 
FIELD / ANNNO... 
i 7? HERE ARE wg 
+ STHE PLAYERS, 


ures Syndicate, Inc. World Rights res 


Sins 


: Ez Atl : 
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Dilbert By Scott Adams 





YOU PROMISED IT 
WOULD MAKE ME 
SMARTER, BUT I 
DON’T FEEL ANY 

DIFFERENT. 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU ARE 
ALREADY 
A GENIUS THAT 
BUT DON’T SOUNDS 


I HAVE A COMPLAINT 
ABOUT YOUR COMPANY’S 
PRODUCT. 







@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 


KNOW 4 RIGHT. 


2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





1-1—22 


SKY 4 


nS 


S 






PRANIT SK yi as 
IS WIDE ; h AN 
dats WINS THE OPENER, 
i 57-56! 
. Nil 


nies > \ 











I WAS SO HAPPY THAT EY HES A CON MAN 

THE CYNTHIA IVY THING AND A CROOK -- 
HAD SETTLED DOWN ~-- AND BUT WHAT IF HE'S 

NOW 7A/SP FROM RENE TELLING THE TRUTH 
BELLUSO, OF ALL PEOPLE! A. ' 


“RENE BELLUSO” 

AND “THE TRUTH” 
\ DON'T BELONG IN THE 
is i> SAME SENTENCE. 
THIS TIM 


LISTEN, IT HAVE A COUPLE OF WEEKS BEFORE 
I HEAD BACK TO SCHOOL FOR SPRING SEMESTER--- IT’S NOT LIKE THAT. 
I’M JUST GOING TO 
OBSERVE. I’M JUST GONNA 
PAY ATTENTION. I’M--- 
I’M JUST GOING TO DO 
EXACTLY WHAT YOU 
JUST SAID L'M 












| ia GOING TO DO. 
| =r 
MARCIULIANO 






nw : 
YOURE NOT GOING TO LET THIS GO, 





Baldo By Cantu and Castellanos 
cas | 


THEY SAY WHAT S19 WHAT. 
YOU DO ON New YOULL Be 
XEN ah ie ALL YEAR. 


\: 
— 


—t 
—= 
I 


© 2022 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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“(Tmo T OWE OnE FORMER BAUD. 


4 MAKING THIS TURN FROM ORANGE GROVE Fe | : 
~'\ STUDENTS A RETROACTIVE APOLOG¢! 


BOULEVARD ONTO COLORADO BOUMEVARD f° 
IS HARDER THAN IT LOOKS! 





© 2022 Batom, Inc. Distributed by North America 
Syndicate Inc. 
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DP Beer 


Johnny Hart and Bran 


— 





YEAH, HE REALLY 
WENT ALL IN 
THIS YEAR 





Dist. by Creators 


i @John Hart Studios inc All rights reserved 
Rhymes With Orange By Hilary Price 


WE’RE ONLY OPEN THE 
p MONTH OF JANUARY. 
NEW YEAR'S 


SPECIAL 


[n Februar 
we become ‘a 
fiower and 


= 


THE POP-UP GYM 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


HI, MIKE! HAVE A 
GooD TIME. AT THE 
PARTY 2 


| THINK | DUST PAS&ED 


/ ¥ 
GOoD NIGHT, HONEY! th lll ee 


ie yh Z 
Wea ! (( 





O1 www.fborfw.com 


© 2022 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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B.C. By Hart 


SHHHHHH... 
NOT SO LOUD. 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 





Dist. by Creators C2 HAPPY NEW YEAR. Nan) 


1-1-22  JohnHartStudios.com 


Beetle Bailey by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker 


SARGE WORKED WELL, TAKE I'LL TAKE A CRUISE 
ME ALL DAY! I SOMETHING TO HAWAII! @_ . 
ACHE ALL OVER! 







CRUISE TICKETS 















d by King Features Syndicate 


Prarie ener 
RLS [KKH 


CAN I GET YOU 


SOMETHING? YOU WANT TO 


START A 
NM NEW YEAR? 


TRYING TO 
FINISH WHAT 
I STARTED 
LAST NIGHT. 


D1WIOD ~7zOT® 


-9yeoipudg saunjyeoy Bury Aq paynquysig “ou ‘eue: 
HiandLois.com 





ae (i 
fom | af ; \ 
; sacl 













ta’ 


©2021 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


ALIHOUGH THE WATER JUG 
WAS EMPTY, IT WAS AWFULLY 
HEAVY, AND TOOK ALL THREE 
COMBINED 10 CARRY IT OFF 






THEY DRANK AND SAID HOW 
GOOD {I TASTED. THEY VOWED 
TO KEEP \T,AND DRANK AGAIN. 
SUDDENLY,ONE MAIDEN SW/ZEZED 


Se. 'v 
MA 
We Ga deh 


eer || kA 
SU SIINS 


THEY LAUGHED, VERY 
SATISFIED WITH THEIR 
DEED, AND POURED 
THREE CUPS OF WATER 





HAT NIGHT, 
AS THE ONE MAIDEN 
SLEPT, THE THREE 
JEALOUS MAIDENS DID 
INDEED STEAL THE 
WATER JUG. 
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S}YBU POA ‘Su ‘eyeoIPUAS se! 


WRAAAB 


HOWEVER, BY THE TIME THEY 
GOT BACK TOTHEIK HUT, IT 
HAD FILLED WITH CLEAR WATER. 


"‘peniesel 








MY GOAL THIS YEAR NO THANKS, MY 
|S TO EAT LESS, MANTKA [5 "1 CAN 
EXERCISE MORE, AND HARDLY 0 THINGS?” 






9O HARD THINGS” 
90 YOU WANT TO. |: 
ToIN ME? 





LOSE 25 POUNDS. 





ARE 4OU DOING 
AN'T NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTIONSP 


IMGOING TO DOMORE 
VOLUNTEERING, CUT BACK 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
REALL4 CONNECT WITH 
MORE PEOPLE. 


DON'T SAY 
“CHEW WITH MY 
MOUTH CLOSED” 
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Mother Goose And Grimm By Mike Peters 


P\NHERE DO OU Y RIGHT HERE 
THe WORLD ENDS? HOMETOWN, | NERS 20 4EARS 
| aid isan \4z\ LATER HERE. 







EVERSTHING 
HAPPENS 





a eee 





. 
» 


wes Sy 


CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 69 Talking stuffed 13 Buildingpartly 42 Blackened 

1 Over the moon bear ina 2012 burned by 43 “Sexual Politics” 

13 Figurehead?: film Britain in 1814 author Millett 
Abbr. 70 Permanent 14 Antedate 45 Witness toa 

16 Japanese art marker? 15 Brought delivery, often 
piece that together 46 2000s Red Sox 
symbolizes Down 23 Get hooked? hero, familiarly 
good fortune 1 Provocative 25 Johnincourt, | 47 Conceives 
and longevity opinion maybe 48 Madeleine or 

17 Inlet, to the 2 Galvanized 27 Maintained Napoleon 
Sea 3 Placingindirect 29 __ Age: post- 51 Soap Box Derby 

18 Much- competition Civil War period entrant 
se 30 Gig gear 54 Dmitri 
cage 5 Amy Klobuchar, 33 It accounts for Mendeleev, 

19 Fest ern for one about 7% of all religiously 
isruption 6 Chorus of printed English 55 Photo-sharing 

20 ria of ; approval words app, for short 

1 “To set 3 7 Unleashes 34 “The Villain in 56 Triangular pelvic 

Pp... 8 Women’s Rights Black” rapper bones 

22 Law school Project org. MC __ 57 Former CNN 
course 9 Pinches 36 “The Phantom journalist 

24 Tangents together Menace” boy David 

26 Throbs 10 2.5 miles, at 37 Causetorace 60 Snowball pile, 

28 Drawing game Indy 39 Wall St. asset say 

ee oat Ml Elgort of “The 40 Gracefully 61 Jazz great 
ape Fault in Our exits Puente 

31 Connection Stars” 41 Breadnamed for 65 Parking __ 
point 12 Some contests how it’sbaked 66 Little one 

32 Aid in fixing 
rough 
borders 

35 Dickered 

38 Program 
resource 


40 Last part 

44 Offer not 
seen by 
competi- 
tors 

49 DOL 
watchdog 

50 “My stars!” 

52. Hill 
assistant 

53 “Who, me?” 

56 Papyrus 
plants, e.g. 

58 Vet 

59 Islandin 
a popular 
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By Adrian Johnson Tribune Content Agency 1/1/22 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


What should he do next? Should he attack 
spades or clubs? Undoubtedly, many 


East dealer. 
East-West vulnerable. 


: NORTH declarers would immediately tackle clubs, 
y i 7: 6 the longer suit. If they did, they would finish 
eK 64 down one. East would win with the king 
&A 1932 and return a heart, establishing West’s suit, 
WEST EAST after which South could not score more 
4A95 4874 than eight tricks. 
V¥I9853 VK 62 Declarer should, however, lead spades 
: Q97 : J832 first — not because they’re shorter, longer 
eit so #K 65 or more solid, but because leading spades 
ak oat first assures the contract. 
VAQT The only real threat is that East has 
4A 105 the king of clubs and West has five or six 
&Q 108 hearts with the ace of spades as an entry. 
The bidding: West should therefore be disarmed as 
Kast South West North soon as possible, and that is the reason for 
Pass INT — Pass 3 NT 


attacking spades first. 

When West takes the ace of spades, he 
returns the jack of hearts, which you, of 
course, duck. You win the next heart and 
then try the club finesse. True, it loses — 
but you make four notrump. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Opening lead — five of hearts. 
A question of 


priorities 


There are So many seemingly 
contradictory rules which are supposed 
to guide declarer during the play that it 
is not at all surprising that many players 
occasionally become confused. By ielea Soul cicincey wort 

For instance, one source might advise TOCSU 
developing your strongest suit, while os 
another might advocate developing your q nee | 
longest suit. Someone else tells you to 
count your winners, and another says to 
count your losers, and so on, ad infinitum. 

All such advice, though offered in good 
faith, is intended to be merely general and 
should be categorically rejected whenever 
following the general rule seems unwise. 
In most deals, the goal is to make the 
contract, and this takes precedence over 


Unscramble these Jumbles, ‘dt tees ea 


your first day 
handling the 
book returns? 


I'm exhausted. 


There are so 


HeEriLe AFTER ALPHABETIZING ALL THE 
(YY |] fT] © { BOOKS, THE LIBRARIAN WAS --- 
a, Now arrange the circled letters 





aN 
aed 
glia 
i | 
et the free JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


mere generalities. One should always try 
to avoid a result where it can later be said 
that the operation was a success, but the 
contract died. 
Take this case where declarer wins East’s 
king of hearts with the ace at trick one. 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


Ans. 
here: 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: LOBBY 


to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


NZI AINA) es 


BLURB COPPER 
Answer: The enthusiastic New Year’s Eve party guests 


NAN AN ARK LARA 


(Answers Monday) 
BAKERY 


drinking champagne were — BUBBLY PEOPLE 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 
| Ay 17) 6) | |roxcoumnandy-3boc (A.C TRIN Z] 7 NS [TATE 
Pp] od | 16] | pi 74 in bold borders) contains C{H[A]R Mm AC] 1 [DM BlHIUlTIA[N| 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- Tl [Mlelelifelcle Al 1 TD[ 1 NIG! 
| | 42 P| | fe) | 1 gies on how to solve Sudoku, INTAls|stelrl rAlR|T[Alols|s| 


visit www.sudoku.org.uk olP|T MM PlElolP|clelPlelRlsloln| 


| | | [5/27 [6] answer 
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WOMEN’S COLLEGE HOCKEY 


Following Mom’s skates ‘g}/ 


Hartford Courant 


SPORTS 


COURANT.COM /SPORTS 


Ansonia’s Jess Schryver helping Quinnipiac reach new heights 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


Jess Schryver grew up with 
hockey in her DNA. That comes 
from her mother. 

“She has an older brother and 
she would get really excited to 
watch him play,’ Susan Schryver 
said, “and she would always say, 
‘I want to play? and I really didn’t 
want her starting that young. She 
was about 4 4. So I told her we’ll 
buy a piece of equipment every 
month and when you have all your 
equipment you can start. Of course, 
she made be buy it quicker and 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF ALABAMA 27, CINCINNATI 6 






started sooner than anticipated. 
You could tell it was in her blood.” 

Susan grew up in West Haven, 
a town well-known for its hockey, 
offering chances for girls to play 
before many other places. In 
the 1970s, she joined Conlan’s 
All-Stars, one of the few hockey 
programs for girls in the region, 
often having to travel out of state 
to play. She went on to play hockey 
and soccer at Providence College, 
long before there was even an 
NCAA Tournament for women’s 
hockey. 

Her daughter, Jess, is now one 
of the top players at Quinnipiac, 


ranked fourth in both the USA 
Today and the U.S. College Hockey 
Online polls. 

The Bobcats (15-1-2) play at No. 1 
Wisconsin (17-1-1) on Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

“Jess is almost everything I 
wasn’t,” Susan said. “She’s known 
as a playmaker, she helps her team- 
mates, and her skill level is just so 
above what my skill level was. It’s 
such a pleasure to watch her and 
all the other girls who play the 
sport. They have brought the sport 
to a whole new level, things we 


Turn to Hockey, Page 2 
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Playoff semifinal game Friday in Arlington, Texas. JEFFREY MCWHORTER/AP 


A familiar sight 


No. 1 Alabama shuts down Cincinnati to win sixth straight semifinal 


By Stephen Hawkins 


Associated Press 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Brian 
Robinson Jr. ran for a career- 
high 204 yards and top-ranked 
Alabama rolled into yet another 
national championship game by 
physically overwhelming the first 
non-Power Five team to make the 
College Football Playoff. 

Heisman Trophy winner Bryce 
Young threw three touchdown 
passes while mostly avoiding 


SAM JONES 1933-2021 


Cincinnati’s standout corner- 
backs as the Crimson Tide beat 
the Bearcats 27-6 in the CFP semi- 
final at the Cotton Bowl on Friday. 
It was the sixth semifinal victory 
in arow for the Crimson Tide. 
Alabama (13-1) has missed the 
four-team playoff only once and 
will try to win its second national 
title in a row and fourth in the 
eight seasons of the CFP format. 
The Crimson Tide will play either 
No. 2 Michigan or No. 3 Georgia, 
the previously undefeated team 


Alabama wide receiver Ja’Corey Brooks gets past Cincinnati safety Bryan Cook to score on acatch in the first half of the Cotton Bowl College Football 


Alabama beat for the SEC title, in 
the national title game Jan. 10 in 
Indianapolis. 

“I’m really, really proud of our 
team, our players. I think they 
showed great competitive char- 
acter out there,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. “Guys showed a 
lot of resiliency all year, to be able 
to have the opportunity to get to 
this game. They showed a lot of 
resiliency ... played together as a 
team. Everybody kind of had each 
other’s back.” 


Celtics Hall of Famer who won 10 titles dies at 88 


By Jimmy Golen 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Basketball Hall 
of Famer Sam Jones, the Boston 
Celtics’ “Mr. Clutch” whose 
sharp shooting fueled the league’s 
longest dynasty and earned him 10 
NBA titles — second only to team- 
mate Bill Russell — has died, the 
team said. He was 88. 

Jones died Thursday night in 
Florida, where he had been hospi- 
talized in failing health, Celtics 





Inside 
Celtics stun Suns, 123-108. Page 2 


spokesman Jeff Twiss said. 

“Sam Jones was one of the most 
talented, versatile, and clutch 
shooters for the most success- 
ful and dominant teams in NBA 
history,” the team said in a state- 
ment. “His scoring ability was so 
prolific and his form so pure, that 
he earned the simple nickname, 
‘The Shooter’ The Jones family is 


in our thoughts as we mourn his 
loss and fondly remember the life 
and career of one of the greatest 
champions in American sports.” 
The Celtics paused for amoment 
of silence before Friday afternoon’s 
game against the Phoenix Suns, 
showing a video tribute on the 
screen hanging among the champi- 
onship banners above the parquet 
floor at the TD Garden. His No. 24, 
which was retired by the Celtics 


Turn to Jones, Page 2 
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Jess Schryver greets young fans at arecent home game. Schryver, of 
Ansonia, has become a leading player for the fourth-ranked Quinnipiac 
women’s hockey team. ROB RASMUSSEN/COURTESY 


Inside 
Friday’s other bowl scores. Page 3 


Alabama clearly was doing 
what it could to minimize the 
impact of cornerbacks Ahmad 
Gardner and Coby Bryant, and 
pretty much succeeded with 
Robinson rushing 26 times and 
Young throwing a lot of short, 
safe passes — though he did find 


Turn to CFP, Page 2 





Celtics guard Sam Jones 
drives past the Lakers’ Jerry 
West (44) in the NBA Finals 
on May 2, 1968. Jones died 
Thursday at 88. AP FILE 


UCONN WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


Wednesday’s 
game at 
Georgetown 


called off 


Cancellation due to 
COVID-related issues 
is the third this season 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


The UConn women’s basketball 
team is now facing its third canceled 
game since returning from its holi- 
day break, as Wednesday’s game at 
Georgetown has been called off due 
to ongoing COVID-19 issues in the 
Huskies’ program. 

Fans who had bought tickets 
for the game at Washington, D.C’s 
Entertainment and Sports Arena 
were first alerted of the cancella- 
tion via Ticketmaster early Friday 
afternoon, and the conference 
announced the news shortly after. 

Two other conference games for 
the Huskies — against Marquette 
(Dec. 29) and DePaul (Dec. 31) — 
were canceled earlier in the week, 
the former due to COVID-19 issues 
in the Golden Eagles’ program 
and the latter due to issues in the 
Huskies’ program. 

According to Big East policy, 
games will be canceled if a team 
cannot field at least seven play- 
ers and one countable coach. The 
conference will attempt to resched- 
ule those games, otherwise they’ll 
be counted as no contests. 

Per UConn, those who purchased 
tickets for this game will be issued 
full refunds within the next five 
business days, and if the game is 
rescheduled, those individuals will 
have priority access for tickets on 
the makeup date. 

The Big East has had eight 
women’s basketball game cancel- 
lations since the holidays, with 
Marquette, Providence, George- 
town and Butler also dealing with 
COVID-19 issues, and has yet to 
announce rescheduled dates for 
any of them. 

The Huskies only had eight 
available players going into the 
holiday break, as Paige Bueckers, 
Nika Mthl, Azzi Fudd and Aubrey 
Griffin were all out with inju- 
ries, and Saylor Poffenbarger and 
Mir McLean transferred from the 
program midseason. 

Miuhl and Fudd appeared to be 
closest to making their returns, with 
coach Geno Auriemma optimistic 
they could play after the holidays, 
but their current status is unclear. 
If they were not yet fully healthy, it 
wouldn’t take many positive cases 
among players for the Huskies to 
have to cancel games. 

UConn’s next scheduled game 
is Friday at Villanova. The Huskies 
last played Dec. 19 against Louis- 
ville, losing 69-64. 


Happy New Year 


All of us at RisCassi & Davis wish you a happy, healthy 


and peaceful New Year. 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Jaguars, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Giants: at Bears, Sunday, 
1.m. 

Jets: Buccaneers, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

UConn MBB: at Seton 
Hall, Jan. 8, noon; St. 
John’s (Gampel), Jan. 12, 
8:30 p.m.; at Providence, 
Jan.15, 2 p.m. 

UConn WBE: at Villanova, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Creighton, 
Jan. 9,1)0.m.; at Butler, 
Jan.12, 7 p.m. 

Celtics: Magic, Sunday, 6 
p.m.; Sours, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; at Knicks, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: at Raptors, 
Sunday, 3:30 p.m.; Pacers, 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Celtics, Thursday, 7:30 
p.m. 

Nets: Clippers, Saturday, 
7:30 p.m.; Grizzlies, 
Monday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Pacers, Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m. 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Sunday, 7 p.m.; 
at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 4 
.m.; Boston Univ., Jan. 14, 
~p.m. 

Bruins: Sabres, Saturday, 
1p.m.; at Red Wings, 
Sunday, 1 p.m.; Devils, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Rangers: Lightning, 
Sunday, 12:30 p.m.; Oilers, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at Golden 
Knights, Thursday, 10 p.m. 
Wolf Pack: Rochester, 
Sunday, 3 p.m.; at 
Rochester, Friday, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

Noon: Memphis at 
Wichita State. (Live) CBS 
Noon: North Carolina at 
Boston College. (Live) 
ACC 

Noon: West Virginia at 
Texas. (Live) ESPNU 
Noon: Creighton at 
Marquette. (Live) FS1 
2p.m.: Villanova at Seton 
Hall. (Live) CBS 

2 p.m.: Louisville at 
Georgia Tech. (Live) ACC 
2 p.m.: Western Kentucky 
at Louisiana Tech. (Live) 
CBSSN 

2 p.m.: Baylor at lowa 
State. (Live) ESPNU 

3 p.m.: Providence at 
DePaul. (Live) FOX 
4p.m.: San Diego State 
at UNLV. (Live) CBS 
4)p.m.: Florida State at 
NC State. (Live) ACC 
4p.m.: Boise State at 
Wyoming. (Live) CBSSN 
6 p.m.: Wake Forest at 
Miami. (Live) ESPNU 
6:30 p.m.: Pelicans at 
Bucks. (Live) NBA 

7:30 p.m.: Clippers at 
Nets. (Live) YES 

8 p.m.: Virginia at 
Syracuse. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: Kansas State at 
Oklahoma. (Live) ESPNU 
9 p.m.: New Mexico at 
Nevada. (Live) FS1 

9 p.m.: Warriors at Jazz. 
(Live) NBA 

BOXING 

5 p.m.: PBC Fight 

Night: Ortiz vs. Martin - 
Undercard. (Live) FOX 
FOOTBALL 

Noon: Outback Bowl 
Penn State vs Arkansas. 
(Live) ESPN2 

1p.m.: Citrus Bowl lowa 
vs Kentucky. (Live) ABC 
1p.m.: Fiesta Bowl 
Oklahoma State vs Notre 
Dame. (Live) ESPN 

5:10 p.m.: Rose Bowl 
Utah vs Ohio State. (Live) 
ESPN 

8:45 p.m.: Sugar Bowl 
Baylor vs Ole Miss. (Live) 
ESPN 

HOCKEY 

1p.m.: Sabres at Bruins. 
(Live) NESN 

2 p.m.: Oilers at Islanders. 
(Live) NHL 

7p.m.: Blues at Wild. 
(Live) TNT 

SOCCER 

7:30 a.m.: Premier 
League Arsenal vs 
Manchester City. (Live) 
USA 

10 a.m.: Premier League 
Watford vs Tottenham 
Hotspur. (Live) USA 
12:30 p.m.: Premier 
League Crystal Palace vs 
West Ham United. (Live) 


REGIONAL DIGEST 
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The Celtics’ Jaylen Brown drives to the basket against the Suns’ Devin Booker on Friday afternoon in Boston. MARY SCHWALM/AP 


CELTICS 123, SUNS 108 


Boston ends 3-game skid with rout 


By Doug Alden 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Jaylen Brown and 
Marcus Smart each scored 24 points 
as the Boston Celtics stopped a three- 
game slide by topping the Phoenix 
Suns 123-108 on Friday afternoon. 

Brown also grabbed 11 rebounds 
and Smart finished with eight assists, 
helping the Celtics bounce back from 
a 91-82 home loss to the Los Angeles 
Clippers on Wednesday night. Robert 
Williams had 10 points, 10 assists and 
11 rebounds, and Josh Richardson 
added 19 points. 

The Celtics were without leading 
scorer Jayson Tatum, who was placed 
on the health and safety protocols list 
early in the week, but Smart returned 
and the offense responded by shooting 
54%. Seven Celtics scored in double 
figures. 

“We played some great basketball 
down the stretch,” Brown said. “We 
played with a nice flow and a nice 
identity. It made the game so much 


J usually the No.1 option for player on the floor. 

ones the game’s final shot for the Sam Jones, a North Caro- 

from Page 1 teams that won 10 titles _ lina native who served two 
from 1959-69, years in the Army before 


in 1969 while he was a still 
an active player, also was 
displayed on the monitor 
in the hushed arena before 
a still photo of him ina suit 
and the words “Sam Jones 


“We never flew first 


an interview for the league’s 
75th anniversary. “But we 


easier.” 

Devin Booker scored 22 points 
for Phoenix, and Cam Johnson had 
20. Jalen Smith scored 19 and Chris 
Paul finished with 14 points and eight 
assists. 

The Suns remained without start- 
ers Deandre Ayton and Jae Crowder, 
who missed their third straight game 
because of health and safety protocols. 
Coach Monty Williams was also on 
the protocol list for the third game in 
arow. 

The Suns (27-8), who entered with 
the top record in the NBA, lost for the 
third time in four games. 

Kevin Young, who is coaching 

Phoenix while Williams remains out, 
said the Suns weren’t physical enough 
to keep the Celtics from rolling 
early. 
“T thought the biggest difference 
was we got much more physical in 
the second half. They were the more 
physical team in the first. Some of 
those cuts, we just let them go where 
they wanted to go,” Young said. 


to school. 


returning to college, told 


where he grew up and went 


Boston (17-19) was coming off a 
dreadful shooting performance, 
making just 4 of 42 3-pointers against 
the Clippers. 

The Celtics jumped all over the 
Suns, shooting 58% in the first half 
and leading by as much as 30 points. 
Boston closed out the first quarter on 
an 18-6 run and outscored Phoenix 
35-21 in the second period, taking a 
67-41 lead into halftime. 

“To be down 30, it has to be a little 
bit of both — not defending and stag- 
nant offense,” Booker said. “They 
were switching actions, which slowed 
us down, and getting easy layups and 
wide-open 3s to start the game.” 

Boston made 10 of 27 3-pointers in 
the New Year’s Eve matinee. 

The Suns were 3 for 15 on 3-pointers 
in first half. They started faring better 
from outside in the second half, but it 
was too late to make much ofa dentin 
Boston’s lead. Back-to-back 3-pointers 
by Paul and Ish Wainright early in the 
fourth only got Phoenix back within 
15, still down 106-91. 


to clinch the 1962 Eastern 
Conference finals. He hit an 
off-balance, wrong-footed 
jumper to win Game 4 of the 
1969 Finals; instead of head- 


class in my 12 years of play- the AP thatthe NBAofthe ing to Los Angeles trail- 
ing basketball,” Jones told 1960s was little different ing 3-1, the Celtics tied the 
Associated Press this fallin than the segregated South _ series against the Lakers at 


two games apiece and went 
on to win in seven. 


1933-2021.” 

“Another one of my dear 
friends lost,” Celtics broad- 
caster Cedric Maxwell 
tweeted. “Well, the banks 
are open in heaven this 
#NYE.” 

Often providing the 
offense while Russell 
locked things down at the 
other end, Jones averaged 
17.7 points over 12 seasons. 
The number went up in the 
postseason, when he aver- 
aged 18.9 points and was 


Hockey 


from Page 1 


never even fathomed when 
I played.” 

Jess and her three broth- 
ers grew up in Ansonia, a 
town best known for foot- 
ball, but by the time Jess was 
growing up, there were more 
opportunities in hockey, 
more to aspire to. Quin- 
nipiac coach Cass Turner 
first saw Schryver play as a 
13-year-old and was already 
impressed with her vision 
on the ice. Schryver played 
at Loomis Chaffee in Wind- 
sor, where she was twice 
the team MVP and reached 
USA Today All-America 
status. 

She chose Northeast- 
ern, perennial Hockey East 
power, where Schryver was 
one of the top freshmen in 
the conference, with six 
goals and 19 assists in 2019- 
20, but Boston wasn’t for 


Bruins shut out Wolf Pack 


Jesper Froden gave Providence the lead 4:57 into the 
game, and the Bruins kept up the pressure to beat the Wolf 
Pack 4-0 on Friday afternoon at the XL Center in Hartford. 

Froden scored into an empty net after a perfect pass from 
Oskar Steen on a power play. Steen made it 2-0 at 19:36 of the 
first period, blasting in a one-timer for his team-leading 10th 
goal of the season. Urho Vaakanainen and former Wolf Pack 
captain Steven Fogarty assisted on the goal. 

Fogarty extended the lead to 3-0 at 11:44 of the middle 
frame, beating Pack goalie Francois Brassard. Just under 
three minutes later, at 17:25, Cameron Hughes scored a 
shorthanded goal to close the scoring. 

Troy Grosenick made 17 saves for his first shutout as a 


member of the Bruins. 


always won NBA champi- 
onships.” 

In 1964, Jones was a 
member of the NBA’s first 
starting lineup to include 
five Black players, joining 
Russell, Tom “Satch” Sand- 
ers, K.C. Jones and Willie 
Naulls. Although coach Red 
Auerbach maintained he 
was thinking only of his best 
chance to win, the lineup 
broke with an unwritten 
rule that pressured teams 
to have at least one white 


her; she wanted to be back 
in Connecticut. 

“When COVID hit, I 
wasn’t planning on trans- 
ferring out of Northeast- 
ern,” she said, “until we had 
those few months off and I 
just realized I wasn’t happy 
at Northeastern. I’d just 
kind of gotten used to being 
unhappy. I took that year off 
to decide what I wanted to 
do,” 

Schryver, 5 feet 7, who has 
three years eligibility includ- 
ing this season, has proved 
to be a difference-maker in 
the strong program Turner 
has built over the last seven 
seasons. Schryver has three 
goals and 10 assists, a plus-11 
for her time on the ice. 

“She’s a quiet person,” 
Turner said, “and I am so 
excited to have someone 
like her, who I can just see 
her coming out of her shell 
and gaining confidence and 
really, truly feel comfort- 
able being herself. I see it 


“I’m fighting for the free- 
dom of everybody here 
in the United States. And 
when I come back, I still 
got to fight for my freedom,’ 
Jones said. “Something is 
wrong with that, and has 
always been and is happen- 
ing even today.” 

Using a bank shot that 
was unconventional even 
then, Jones came to be 
known as “Mr. Clutch” after 
a series of game-winners, 
including a buzzer-beater 


Jones retired after 
that title, having won 
his 10 championships in 
12 seasons. A five-time 
All-Star, he was was 
inducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 1984. 

Jones was named to the 
NBA’s 25th, 50th and 75th 
anniversary teams. His 
death comes a year after 
teammate Tommy Hein- 
sohn and 13 months follow- 
ing the death of K.C. Jones. 


day in and day out. She feels 
at home, and that is a huge 
and important piece to her 
being as successful as she is 
on the ice.” 

The Bobcats’ record 
includes two ties against 
Providence, a top 10 team, a 
road win at No.5 Colgate and 
wins over Yale, ranked sixth, 
and UConn, just outside the 
top 10, in the Nutmeg Classic 
in November. On break since 
Nov. 27, Quinnipiac, which 
has been ranked as high as 
second in its history, has a 
chance to vault to the top of 
the rankings now. 

“We’re both excited and 
confident,” Schryver said. 
“We believe we can win both 
games. We’ve been working 
hard this whole season. I 
think we’re in a good place.” 

Top scorer Sadie Peart 
has six goals and 12 assists, 
Taylor House has four and 
13, and Lexie Adzija has four 
and 12. Kendall Cooper and 
Zoe Boyd have been main- 


CCSU men rally past 
St. Francis Brooklyn 


Central Connecticut turned up the defense in the second 
half to rally to a 67-55 victory over St. Francis Brooklyn ina 
Northeast Conference men’s basketball game in New York. 
After trailing 37-28 at the half, the Blue Devils outscored St. 


Francis 39-18 in the second. 


Central (4-10, 1-1) held the Terriers (3-10, 0-2) scoreless for 
nearly eight minutes at one point in the second half. 

Freshman Andre Snoddy and junior Ian Krishnan 
each scored 14 points to lead CCSU. Snoddy also had nine 
rebounds. Central shot 24 of 46 (52.2%). 

Tedrick Wilcox Jr. led St. Francis with 25 points, hitting 


five 3-pointers. 


— Staff reports 


stays on defense, and goal- 
ies Corinne Schroeder (0.80 
goals against) and Logan 
Agers (1.48) have been stel- 
lar. 

“We need to keep putting 
ourselves in positions to play 
top-end programs,” Turner 
said, “to prove there isn’t a 
difference between us and 
the WCHA, to believe we 
can beat any team in the 
country. That’s the biggest 
step we need to take. That’s 
why we wanted Wisconsin 
on our schedule.” 

The Badgers, the defend- 
ing champs, and Minnesota 
have the most champion- 
ships, six each, since the 
women’s NCAA Tourna- 
ment began in 2001. This 
season the tournament 
will expand from eight to 
11 teams, giving Connecti- 
cut a chance to have three 


CFP 


from Page 1 


Ja’Core Brooks for a 44-yard 
catch-and-run TD ona play 
away from the standout 
defenders for a 17-3 lead just 
before halftime. 

“As a young kid, just 
always wanted to be a part 
of this program. Just always 
wanted to play for anational 
championship,” said Robin- 
son, the fifth-year senior 
from Tuscaloosa in his 
first season as the featured 
back. “Just being able to go 
out there and just lead this 
team in this big game on this 
big stage ... it’s like a dream 
come true.” 

The Crimson Tide opened 
the game with 10 consecu- 
tive runs before putting 
three receivers opposite of 
Gardner, who hasn’t given 
up a TD in coverage in his 
college career. Young found 
Slade Bolden open in the left 
flat for an 8-yard TD pass 
that put Alabama ahead to 
stay. 

With their own dynamic 
quarterback in Desmond 
Ridder, the NFL prospect 
who returned for an extra 
season for just this chance, 
the Bearcats (13-1) were the 
nation’s only undefeated 
team until facing the playoff 
standard bearer. 

“Obviously this is 
gut-wrenching and really, 
really difficult for every- 
body, but most importantly 
for the 30 or so seniors that 
have brought this program 
and this team so far,” Bear- 
cats coach Luke Fickell said. 

Cincinnati’s breakthrough 
into the four-team playoff 
was bolstered by a win the 
first Saturday of October 
at Notre Dame. The Fight- 
ing Irish, who lost 31-14 to 
Alabama in a CFP semifinal 
Rose Bowl played at AT&T 
Stadium last New Year’s Day, 
didn’t lose another game this 
season and finished fifth 
in the final CFP rankings 
behind the history-making 
Bearcats. 

Ridder was sacked six 
times and outside of a 9-yard 
run on the opening play of 
the second half never got to 
hurt Bama with his feet. He 
was 17 of 32 passing for 144 
yards. 

“Tt’s one thing to sit there 
and watch on film, and to sit 
there and draw the twists and 
stunts they do on the board 
and work it through prac- 
tice,” Ridder said. “It’s another 
thing to come down here and 
play it ona big stage.” 

Young, a 20-year-old 
sophomore, has a chance to 
become the fifth Alabama 
quarterback in 13 seasons to 
win a national title as a first- 
year starter. He completed 
17 of 28 passes for 181 yards 
in the playoff game, four 
weeks after setting an SEC 
championship game record 
with 421 yards passing in a 
win over Georgia and three 
weeks after being the first 
Crimson Tide QB to wina 
Heisman Trophy. 


entries. The Frozen Four 
will be played March 20-22 
at Penn State. 

“Women’s college hockey 
gets better every single 
year,” Schryver said. “When 
I was at Northeastern my 
freshman year, I would say 
there were eight to 10 teams 
that were absolutely solid, 
where anyone could win the 
game. Now, I think that has 
increased to 15 or 20 teams.” 

The Bobcats have proved 
they belong among those 
teams, as Schryver has found 
she belongs at Quinnipiac. 

“She’s thrilled to be at 
Quinnipiac,’ Susan Schryver 
said, “and we’re thrilled that 
she’s there. The fact she is so 
happy, she has found ahome 
there.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com. 


miullectorsivorner 


) SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
AND MUCH MORE 


ADVERTISE HERE! 


Call Lori-at-860-647-5363 
or email: Ipikul@courant.com 





SCOREBOARD 


Pittsburgh 3017 8 
Philadelphia 31 13 12 
Columbus 29 15 13 
New Jersey 32 12 15 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
TampaBay 32 21 7 4 46 106 93 
Florida 31 20 7 4 44 117 93 
Toronto 30 20 82 42 98 76 
Detroit 31 15 13 3 33 88 104 
Boston 26 1410 2 30 71 69 
Buffalo 32 10 17 5 25 86 112 
Ottawa 28 9172 20 79 101 
Montreal 33 722 4 18 71 118 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 30 22 71 45 99 62 
Washington 32 19 6 7 45 113 84 
N.Y.Rangers 3119 8 4 42 89 81 

5 

6 

1 

5 
N.Y. Islanders27 9126 24 61 78 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
St. Louis 32 18 95 41 110 87 
Minnesota 3019 9 2 40 112 92 
Nashville 32 19 11 2 40 95 88 
Colorado 27 17 8 2 36 115 91 
Winnipeg 30 14 11 5 33 90 87 
Dallas 29 15 12 2 32 82 85 
Chicago 30 11 15 4 26 72 97 
Arizona 30 6213 15 63 117 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 34 22 12 0 44 123 102 
Anaheim 34 1710 7 41 105 94 
Calgary 29 16 76 38 93 66 
Edmonton 31 18 12 1 37 108 100 
San Jose 32 17 14 1 35 89 94 
LosAngeles 32 1512 5 35 85 86 
Vancouver 33 15 15 3 33 84 93 
Seattle 32 10 18 4 24 90 117 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

New Jersey 6, Edmonton 5 (OT) 
Vegas 3, Anaheim 1 

N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay, late 
Washington at Detroit, late 
Pittsburgh at Ottawa, ppd 
Colorado at Dallas, ppd 
Winnipeg at Calgary, ppd 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Buffalo at Boston, 1p.m. 

Carolina at Columbus, 1p.m. 

Montreal at Florida, 1p.m. 

Chicago at Nashville, 2p.m. 

Edmonton at NY. Islanders, 2p.m. 
Ottawa at Toronto, 7p.m. 

St. Louis vs. Minnesota at Target Field, 
7p.m. 

Vancouver at Seattle, 10p.m. 
Philadelphia at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers, 12:30p.m. 
Boston at Detroit, 1p.m. 

San Jose at Pittsburgh, 1p.m. 
Anaheim at Colorado, 3p.m. 

New Jersey at Washington, 3p.m. 
Winnipeg at Vegas, 4p.m. 

Calgary at Chicago, 7p.m. 

Dallas at Arizona, ppd 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Edmonton at N.Y. Rangers, 7p.m. 
Carolina at Toronto, ppd 
Minnesota at Ottawa, ppd 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 

Carolina 4, Montreal 0 

Florida 9, Tampa Bay 3 
Columbus 4, Nashville 3 (SO) 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Buffalo 1 
Calgary 6, Seattle 4 

San Jose 3, Philadelphia 2 (OT) 
Los Angeles 2, Vancouver 1 (SO) 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL SATURDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Toledo 1 at Kent State 
Villanova 1 at Seton Hall 
at Wright State 10% Green Bay 
at N. Kentucky 52 Milwaukee 
at La. Tech 52 W. Kentucky 
Baylor Ta at lowa State 
at Oakland 10 Youngstown St. 
at Tex-Arlington 2 Troy 
at UAB 212 UTSA 
Providence 1 at DePaul 
at MontanaSt. 12% Idaho State 
at St. F. Austin 14% Lamar 
Ohio 14 at W. Michigan 
at Appalachian St 5 La-Monroe 
E. Washington 3 at N. Arizona 
at Wyoming 1 Boise State 
at Fresno State 15% Air Force 
San Diego St. 3 at UNLV 
at FAU 3 Old Dominion 
at Utah Valley 42 Tarleton 
Florida State 3 at NC State 
at CS Bakersfield 5% Long Beach St. 
at Arkansas State 3'%2 Ga. Southern 
at Texas State 2 S. Alabama 
at SE Missouri St. 22 Austin Peay 
at Kansas 20 George Mason 
Bowling Green 2V2 at Ball State 
at Miami IVA Wake Forest 
at North Texas OV Rice 
at Syracuse 32 Virginia 
at New Mexico St. 23% Chicago State 
at Cincinnati 10 Tulane 
at Oklahoma 8 Kansas State 
at St. Mary’s (Cal) 4 San Francisco 
at Oral Roberts 18 Omaha 
at Montana 1 Weber State 
at Southern Utah 6% N. Colorado 
at Nevada 11 New Mexico 
Abilene Christian 9 at Dixie State at 
UC-San Diego 8 CS Northridge 
at Oregon 5 Utah 
NBA SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 


at Milwaukee 112 (219%) NewOneans 


at Detroit off (off) San Antonio 
at Washington E (214%) Chicago 
at Brooklyn 11 (213%) LA Clippers 
at Houston off (off) Denver 
at Utah 4Y2 (221¥2) Golden State 
NHL SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
at Boston -326 Buffalo +256 
at Florida -408 Montreal +314 
Carolina -163 atColumbus +139 
at Nashville -169 Chicago +143 


at NY Islanders -117 Edmonton -104 
at Minnesota -127 St. Louis +106 
at Toronto -267 Ottawa +217 
at Seattle -112 Vancouver -107 
atLosAngeles -156 Philadelphia +134 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Outback Bowl 

Penn State 22 (48) Arkansas 
Fiesta Bowl 


Notre Dame 2¥2 (45/%2)Oklahoma St. 
Citrus Bowl 


Kentucky 3 (44) lowa 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 4V¥2 (64) Utah 
Sugar Bowl 

Mississippi 1% (552) Baylor 
Texas Bowl Tuesday 
LSU 1 (47) Kansas State 
NFL WEEK 17 SUNDAY 


FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Philadelphia 4% (45) at Washington 
at Buffalo 142 (44) Atlanta 
at Chicago 6 (37) NY Giants 
Kansas City 4Y2 (51) at Cincinnati 
atIndianapolis 7 (44%) Las Vegas 
at New England 16% (41%) Jacksonville 


Tampa Bay 13 (45%) atNY Jets 
at Tennessee 3% (39%) Miami 
LA Rams 5% (46) atBaltimore 
atLA Chargers 7% (45) Denver 
at San Francisco 12% (44) Houston 
at Seattle 7% (41%) Detroit 
at Dallas 6 (51%) Arizona 
at New Orleans 6% (38) Carolina 
atGreen Bay 13% (42%) Minnesota 
MONDAY 
Cleveland 3% (41) at Pittsburgh 
SUPER BOWL LVI CHAMPION 
Green Bay 4-1 Kansas City 4-1 
Tampa Bay 15-2 Buffalo 9-1 
Dallas 9-1 LA Rams 9-1 
Indianapolis 16-1 NewEngland 16-1 
Arizona 20-1 Tennessee 20-1 
Cincinnati 28-1 San Francisco 33-1 
Baltimore 50-1 LAChargers 50-1 
Philadelphia 65-1 Miami 80-1 
Cleveland 150-1 LasVegas 150-1 
Minnesota 150-1 Pittsburgh 150-1 


New Orleans 200-1 Atlanta 500-1 
Denver 500-1 Washington 500-1 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://4portsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB 
Brooklyn 23 10 .697 — 
Philadelphia 19 16 .543 5 
New York 17 18 .486 T 
Boston 17 19 .472 7% 
Toronto 14 17 .452 8 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
Miami 22 13 .629 _ 
Charlotte 19 17 .528 3% 
Washington 18 17 .514 4 
Atlanta 15 19 441 6% 
Orlando 7 29 .194 15% 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Chicago 23 10 .697 — 
Milwaukee 24 13 .649 1 
Cleveland 20 15 .571 4 
Indiana 14 22 .389 10% 
Detroit 5 28 .152 18 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Memphis 22 14 4611 — 
Dallas 17 18 486 4% 
San Antonio 14 19 424 6% 
New Orleans 13 22 371 8% 
Houston 10 25 .286 11% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 25 9.735 — 
Denver 17 16 515 7% 
Minnesota 16 18 .471 9 
Portland 13 21 = .382 12 
Oklahoma City 12 22 .353 13 
PACIFIC W L PCT GB 
Golden State 27 T .794 — 
Phoenix 27 8 .771 WY 
L.A. Clippers 18 17 514 9% 
L.A. Lakers 17 19 .472 11 
Sacramento 15 22 .405 13% 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Boston 123, Phoenix 108 
Chicago 108, Indiana 106 
Dallas 112, Sacramento 96 
Miami at Houston, late 
Atlanta at Cleveland, late 

L.A. Clippers at Toronto, late 
New York at Oklahoma City, late 
San Antonio at Memphis, late 
Minnesota at Utah, late 
Portland at L.A. Lakers, late 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

New Orleans at Milwaukee, 6:30p.m. 
Chicago at Washington, 7p.m. 

San Antonio at Detroit, 7p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
Denver at Houston, 8p.m. 

Golden State at Utah, 9p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Washington 110, Cleveland 93 
Philadelphia 110, Brooklyn 102 
Milwaukee 136, Orlando 118 
Golden State at Denver, ppd 


odo] BM = c) =a -7.N-) ¢-9 5-71 BB 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (12-0) did not play. Next: 
at No. 8 lowa St., Saturday. 

No. 2 Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Georgia Tech, Tuesday. 

No. 3 Purdue (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 24 Wisconsin, Monday. 

No. 4 Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Loyola Marymount, Saturday. 

No. 5 UCLA (8-1) did not play. Next: at 
Stanford, Thursday, Jan. 6. 

No. 6 Kansas (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. George Mason, Saturday. 

No. 7 Southern Cal (12-0) did not play. 
Next: at California, Thursday. 

No. 8 lowa St. (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 1 Baylor, Saturday. 

No. 9 Arizona (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Washington, Monday. 

No. 10 Michigan St. (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Northwestern, Sunday. 

No. 11 Auburn (12-1)did not play. Next: 
at South Carolina, Tuesday. 

No. 12 Houston (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at Temple, Sunday. 

No. 13 Ohio State (8-2) did not play. 
Next: at Nebraska, Sunday. 

No. 14 Tennessee (9-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi, Wednesday. 

No. 15 Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 22 Villanova, Saturday. 
No. 16 LSU (12-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 18 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

No. 17 Texas (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 18 Kentucky (11-2) beat High Point 
92-48. Next: at No. 16 LSU, TUesday. 
No. 19 Alabama (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Wednesday. 

No. 20 Colorado St. (10-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Air Force, Tuesday. 

No. 21 Providence (12-1) did not play. 
Next: at DePaul, Saturday. 

No. 22 Villanova (8-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 15 Seton Hall, Saturday. 
No. 23 Xavier (11-2) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Friday. 

No. 24 Wisconsin (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 3 Purdue, Monday. 

No. 25 Texas Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 lowa St., Wednesday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Babson 70, Amherst 59 

Bryant 85, Sacred Heart 82 

CCSU 67, St. Francis (NY) 55 

Fair. Dickinson 70, St. Francis (Pa.) 62 
Merrimack 82, LIU 77 

Quinnipiac 77, Niagara 68 

SOUTH 

Delaware 67, Coll. of Charleston 66 
E. Kentucky 106, Alice Lloyd 52 
Ferrum 79, Brevard 66 

Kentucky 92, High Point 48 

Liberty 91, Boyce 60 

New Orleans 94, Belhaven 54 
William & Mary 71, Northeastern 70 
Wingate 90, SC-Aiken 86, 20T 
Winthrop 78, Converse Valkyries 40 
SOUTHWEST 

Cent. Ark. 119, Champion Christian 47 
Schreiner 87, St. Thomas (Texas) 85 
Texas A&M-CC 101, Sul Ross St. 49 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1. South Carolina (12-1) did not 
play. Next: at No. 19 LSU, Thursday. 
No. 2. Stanford (8-3) at Washington, 
ppd.. Next: at Washington St., Sunday. 
No. 3. Louisville (11-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 16 Georgia Tech, Sunday. 
No. 4. Arizona (10-1) at USC, ppd. Next: 
vs. Washington State, Friday. 

No. 5. NC State (12-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 24 North Carolina, Thu. 
No. 6. Maryland (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 Indiana, Sunday. 

No. 7. Tennessee (12-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Arkansas, Sunday. 

No. 8. Indiana (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 6 Maryland, Sunday. 

No. 9. Michigan (12-1) beat No. 25 Ohio 
State 90-71. Next: vs. at Nebraska, 
Tuesday. 

No. 10. Baylor (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Kansas St., Sunday. 

No. 11. UConn (6-3) at DePaul, ppd. 
Next: at Georgetown, Wednesday. 

No. 12. Texas (9-1) did not play. Next: 
at Oklahoma St., Sunday. 

No. 13. Georgia (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Sunday. 

No. 14. lowa St. (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. West Virginia, Sunday. 

No. 15. Duke (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 17 Notre Dame, Sunday. 

No. 16. Georgia Tech (10-2) did not 
play. Next: vs. No. 3 Louisville, Sunday. 
No. 17. Notre Dame (11-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 15 Duke, Sunday. 

No. 18. BYU (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Portland, Saturday. 

No. 19. LSU (13-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 23 Texas A&M, Sunday. 

No. 20. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi St., Monday. 

No. 21. lowa(6-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Evansville, Sunday. 

No. 22. South Florida (10-4) did not 
play. Next: vs. Memphis, Sunday. 

No. 23. Texas A&M (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 19 LSU, Sunday.. 

No. 24. North Carolina (12-0) did not 
play. Next: vs. Clemson, Sunday. 

No. 25. Ohio St. (9-3) lost to No. 9 Michi- 
gan 90-71. Next: vs. Illinois, Thursday. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Buffalo 9 6 OQ .600 427 264 
NewEngland 9 6 0 .600 388 260 
Miami 8 7 0 .533 305 315 
e-N.Y. Jets 4 11 0O .267 276 449 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 10 5 O .667 357 326 
Indianapolis 9 6 O- .600 420 316 
e-Houston 4 11 0O .267 248 401 
e-Jacksonville 2 13 0 .133 217 396 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Cincinnati 9 6 O .600 410 324 
Baltimore 8 7 0 .533 355 356 
Pittsburgh 7 7 1 .500 301 371 
Cleveland 7 8 O .467 314 329 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Kansas City11 4 0 .733 421 306 
L.A.Chargers 8 7 0 .533 408 411 
Las Vegas 8 7 0. .533 316 387 
Denver 7 8 O .467 298 260 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Dallas 11 4 OO .733 457 307 
Philadelphia 8 7 O- .533 398 318 
Washington 6 9 0 .400 297 407 
e-N.Y.Giants 4 11 0 .267 248 365 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-TampaBay 11 4 0. .733 442 312 
Atlanta 7 8 0O .467 278 400 
New Orleans 7 8 0. .467 316 305 
e-Carolina 5 10 O .333 277 345 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-GreenBay 12 3 0 .800 383 324 
Minnesota 7 8 O. .467 384 372 
e-Chicago 5 10 0 .333 265 373 
e-Detroit 2 12 1 .167 259 386 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-L.A.Rams 11 4 0O .733 416 326 
x-Arizona 10 5 0O .667 394 306 
SanFrancisco 8 7 0. .533 377 334 
e-Seattle 5 10 0 .333 306 307 


e-Eliminated from playoffs 
x-clinched playoff berth, y-division 


WEEK 17 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Buffalo, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at New England, 1p.m. 
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 1p.m. 

Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1p.m. 
Miami at Tennessee, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1p.m. 
Philadelphia at Washington, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at NY. Jets, 1p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05p.m. 
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25p.m. 
Carolina at New Orleans, 4:25p.m. 
Detroit at Seattle, 4:25p.m. 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20p.m. 
MONDAY’S GAME 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15p.m. 


PLAYOFF SCENARIOS 

AFC 

CLINCHED: 

— Kansas City Chiefs: AFC West title 
KANSAS CITY (11-4) at Cincinnati (9-6) 
Kansas City clinches AFC’s No. lseed, only 
first-round bye and home-field advantage 
with: 

1.KC win + TEN loss or tie OR 

2.KC tie + TEN loss 

BUFFALO (9-6) vs. Atlanta (7-8) 

Buffalo clinches playoff berth with: 

1. BUF win + BAL loss or tie OR 

2. BUF win + LAC loss or tie + LV loss or tie OR 
3. BUF tie + MIA loss or tie + LAC loss + LV 
loss OR 4. BUF tie + MIA loss or tie + LAC loss 
or tie + BAL loss + PIT loss or tie OR 

5. BUF tie + MIA loss or tie + LV loss or tie + 
BAL loss + PIT loss or tie OR 

6. BUF tie + NE loss or tie + LAC Loss + LV 
lossOR 

7. BUF tie + NE loss or tie + LAC loss or tie + 
BAL loss + PIT loss or tie OR 

8. BUF tie + NE loss or tie + LV loss or tie + 
BAL loss + PIT loss or tie OR 

9. BUF tie + LAC loss + LV loss + BAL loss + 
PIT loss or tie 

CINCINNATI (9-6) vs. Kansas City (11-4) 
Cincinnati clinches AFC North title with: 
1.CIN win OR 

2. CIN tie + BAL loss or tie OR 

3. BAL loss + CLE-PIT tie 

Cincinnati clinches playoff berth with: 

1. CIN tie + LAC loss + LV loss + MIA loss or tie 
OR 2. CIN tie + LAC loss + LV loss + NE loss OR 
3. CIN tie + LAC loss + LV tie + MIA loss or tie 
+NEwinOR 

4.CIN tie + LAC loss + LV tie + NEtie + MIA tie 
+ BUF win or tie OR 5. CIN tie + LAC loss + LV 
tie + NE loss + MIA win + BUF win or tie 
NOTE: There are other clinching scenarios for 
Cincinnati that involve multiple tie games. 
INDIANAPOLIS (9-6) vs. Las Vegas (8-7) 
Indianapolis clinches playoff berth with: 

1. IND win OR 

2.IND tie + BAL loss + NEloss or tie OR 

3. IND tie + BAL loss + MIA loss or tie 

NEW ENGLAND (9-6) vs. Jacksonville (2-13) 
New England clinches playoff berth with: 

1. NE win + MIA loss or tie OR 

2. NE win + LV loss or tie OR 

3. NE tie + MIA loss + LV loss + LAC loss or tie 
OR 4.NEtie + MIA loss + BAL loss or tie OR 

5. NE tie + LV loss + LAC loss + BAL loss + PIT 
loss or tieOR 

6. NE tie + LV loss + LAC loss or tie + BAL loss 
or tie + MIA win + BUF win 

NOTE: There are other clinching scenarios for 
New England that involve multiple tie games. 
TENNESSEE (10-5) vs. Miami (8-7) 
Tennessee clinches AFC South title with: 

1. TEN win OR 2. IND loss OR 

3. TEN tie + IND tie 

Tennessee clinches playoff berth with: 

1. TEN tie OR 2. LAC loss or tie + BAL loss or 
tie OR 3. LAC loss or tie + NE loss or tie OR 

4. BAL loss or tie + NE loss or tie 


NFC 

CLINCHED: 

— Dallas Cowboys: NFC East title 

— Green Bay Packers: NFC North title 

— Tampa Bay Buccaneers: NFC South title 

— Arizona Cardinals: playoff berth 

— Los Angeles Rams: playoff berth 

GREEN BAY (12-3) vs. Minnesota (7-8) 
Green Bay clinches NFC’s No. lseed, only first- 
round bye and home-field advantage with: 
1.GB win + DAL loss or tie OR 

2.GB tie + DAL loss + LAR loss + TB loss or tie 
OR 3.GB tie + DAL loss + LAR tie + TB loss 
L.A. RAMS (11-4) at Baltimore (8-7) 
Rams clinch NFC West title with: 

1. LAR win + ARI loss or tie OR 

2. LAR tie + ARI loss 

PHILADELPHIA (8-7) at Was (6-9) 
Philadelphia clinches playoff berth with: 

1. PHI win + MIN loss or tie + NO loss or tie OR 
2. PHI win + MIN loss or tie + SF win or tie OR 
3. PHI tie + MIN loss + NO loss + ATL loss or 
tie OR 4. PHI tie + MIN loss + NO tie + ATL 
loss or tie + SF win or tie 

SAN FRANCISCO (8-7) vs. Hou (4-11) 
San Francisco clinches playoff berth with: 

1. SF win + NO loss or tie OR 2. SF tie + MIN 
loss or tie + NO loss + ATL loss or tie 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 20 16 2 251 12 50 
Chelsea 20 12 6 243 14 42 
Liverpool 1912 5 250 16 41 
Arsenal 19 11 2 632 23 35 
West Ham 19 9 4 6 34 25 31 
Man United 18 9 4 530 26 31 
Tottenham 17 9 3 522 20 30 
Wolverhampton 18 7 4 713 14 25 
Leicester 18 7 4 731 33 25 
Brighton 18 59 417 18 24 
Crystal Palace 19 5 8 627 27 23 
Aston Villa 18 7 11024 28 22 
Southampton 19 49 620 29 21 
Brentford 18 55 821 25 20 
Everton 17 5 4 821 29 19 
Leeds 18 3 7 818 36 16 
Watford 17 4 11222 35 13 
Burnley 16 18 715 24 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 19 2 413 8 42 10 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 


Arsenal vs. Man City, 7:30a.m. 

Watford vs. Tottenham, 10a.m. 

Crystal Palace vs. West Ham, 12:30p.m. 
Leicester vs. Norwich, 10a.m. ppd 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Brentford vs. Aston Villa, 9a.m. 
Everton vs. Brighton, 9a.m. 

Leeds vs. Burnley, 9a.m. 

Chelsea vs. Liverpool, 11:30a.m. 
Southampton vs. Newcastle, 9a.m. ppd 


MONDAY’S MATCH 
Man United vs. Wolverhampton, 12:30 p.m. 


Loto] HM = c) 9 felons -7.\ RE 


UPCOMING BOWLS 
FRIDAY’S RESULTS 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Cotton Bowl Classic), Arlington, Texas 
#1Alabama 27, #4Cincinnati 6 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Orange Bowl), Miami Gardens, Fla. 
#2 Michigan (12-1) vs. 

#3 Georgia (12-1), late 
Gator Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla. 
#17Wake Forest 38, Rutgers 10 
Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas 
Cent. Michigan 24, Washington State 21 
Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz., ccd. 





SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 
#21 Arkansas (8-4) vs. Penn St. (7-5), noon 
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#15 lowa (10-3) vs. #21 Kentucky (9-3), 1 p.m. 
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
#5Notre Dame (11-1) vs. 
#90klahoma St. (11-2), 1p.m. 
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
#6 Ohio St. (10-2) vs. #11 Utah (10-3), 5 p.m. 
Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 
#7 Baylor (11-2) vs. #8 Miss. (10-2), 8:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAME 
Texas Bowl, Houston 
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9p.m. 


MONDAY, JAN. 10 
CFP Championship Game, Indianapolis 
Alabama (13-1) vs. Mich/UGA, 8p.m. 


NCAA FCS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday, Jan. 8 

Toyota Stadium, Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. 
Montana State (12-2), noon 


PAST BOWL RESULTS 

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 

Bahamas BowlNassau, Bahamas 
Middle Tennessee 31, Toledo 24 
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

Coastal Carolina 47, Northern Illinois 41 


SATURDAY, DEC. 18 

Boca Raton Bowl, Boca Raton, Fla. 
W. Kentucky 59, Appalahican St. 38 
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta 

S. Carolina St. 31, Jackson St. 10 
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque 
Fresno State 31, UTEP 24 
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La. 
Ala-Birmingham 31, #13BYU 28 
LendingTree Bowl, Mobile, Ala. 
Liberty 56, Eastern Michigan 20 

LA Bowl, Inglewood, Calif. 

Utah St. 24, Oregon State 13 

New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans 
#16 La-Lafayette 36, Marshall 21e 


MONDAY, DEC. 20 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, Conway, S.C. 
Tulsa 30, Old Dominion 17 


TUESDAY, DEC. 21 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38 

Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

San Diego State 38, #24 UTSA 24 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 24, Missouri 22 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF 29, Florida 17 


FRIDAY, DEC. 24 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), ccd. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 25 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Georgia St. 51, Ball State 20 


MONDAY, DEC. 27 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Western Michigan 52, Nevada 24 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Bos Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), ccd. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 28 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#20 Houston 17, Auburn 13 

SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force 31, Louisville 28 

Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn. 

Texas Tech 34, Mississippi State 7 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota 18, West Virginia 6 

Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), ccd. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 

Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 
Maryland 54, Virginia Tech 10 
Cheez-Iit Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#19Clemson 20, lowa State 13 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#16 Oklahoma 47, #14 Oregon 32 
Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), ccd 


THURSDAY, DEC. 30 

Duke’s Mayo Bowl, Charlotte, N.C. 
South Carolina 38, North Carolina 21 
Music City Bowl, Nashville 

Purdue 48, Tennessee 45(OT) 

Peach Bowl, Atlanta 

#10 Michigan State 31, #12 Pittsburgh 21 
Las Vegas Bowl, Las Vegas 

Wisconsin 20, Arizona State 13 


CONFERENCE BOWL RECORDS 
CONFERENCE (TEAMS) REC WI% 


American Athletic (4) 4-0 1.000 


Atlantic Coast (6) 2-4 333 
Big 12(7) 2-2 500 
Big Ten (10) 5-1 .833 
Conference-USA (8) 3-5 375 
Independents (4) 2-1 .667 
Mid-American (8) 3-5 315 
Mountain West (6) 5-1 .833 
Pacific-12(5) 0-4 .000 
Southeastern (12) 2-5 .286 
Sun Belt (4) 3-1 750 
BOWL GAME LEADERS 

PASSING TA OPP YDS TD 
AidanO’Connell Pur Ten 534 5 
Bailey Zappe WKU AppSt 422 6 
Hendon Hooker Tenn Pur 378 5 
Payton Thorne MSU Pitt 354 3 
Lucas Johnson SDSU UTSA 333 3 
Chase Brice AppSt WKU 317 4 
Dustin Crum Kent Wyo 316 4 
GraysonMcCall CCU NIU 315 4 
Anthony Brown Ore OU 306 3 
Sam Hartman WF Rut 304 3 
RUSHING TA OPP YDS TD 
Bian Robinson Jr. Ala Cincy 204 0 
Levi Williams Wyo Kent 200 4 
Tyler Allgeier BYU UAB 192 3 
DeWayne McBride UAB BYU 183 1 
Kevin Harris SCar NCar 182 1 
Jabari Small Tenn Pur 180 1 
Jordan Mims Fres UTEP 165 2 
Rasheen Ali Mrsh LaLf 160 3 
Braelon Allen Wisc AriSt 159 0 
Isaiah Bowser UCF Fla 155 2 
Travis Dye Ore OU 153 1 
RECEIVING TA OPP YDS TD 
BrocThompson Pur Tenn 217 2 
Jerreth Sterns WKU AppSt184 3 
Jesse Matthews SDSU UTSA 175 2 
BrandonLewis AFA Lou 172 2 
Jaheim Bell SCar NCar 159 2 
Nathaniel Dell Hou Aub 150 0 
Cedric Tillman Tenn Pur 150 3 
Jayshon Jackson Ball GaSt 146 1 
Matt Landers Tol MTSU 137 1 
Josh Johnson Tisa ODU 129 1 


through Cotton Bowl Classic 


PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR 
UPCOMING SCHEDULE 


Jan. 20-22, 2022: Mitsubishi Electric 
Championship at Hualalai, Hualalai GC, 
Ka’upulehu-Kona, Hawaii 


PGA TOUR UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
Jan. 6-9, 2022: Sentry Tournament of 
Champions, Plantation Course at Kapa- 
lua, Kapalua, Maui, Hawaii 

Jan. 13-16: Sony Open in Hawaii, Waia- 
lae Country Club, Honolulu, 


LPGA UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
Jan. 20-23, 2022: Hilton Tournament of 
Champions, Orlando, Fla. 
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Referee John Goble and referee Natalie Sago (9) gesture 
during the second half of a game between the Bucks and 
the Celtics on Dec. 25 in Milwaukee. JON DURR/AP 


NBA 


Virus hitting 
referee room 


By Tim Reynolds 


Associated Press 


The virus outbreak 
hasn’t just sent NBA teams 
looking for help from the 
G League. The NBA refer- 
eeing corps has had to do 
the same. 

A trio of G League off- 
cials — Tyler Mirkov- 
ich, Clare Aubry and Pat 
O’Connell — were assigned 
games on Friday, the NBA 
debuts for all three. It was 
the first time that the NBA 
had to call up G League 
officials to work games 
this season. Mirkovich was 
assigned Suns at Celtics, 
Aubry got Hawks at Cavs 
and O’Connell was picked 
for Knicks at Thunder. 

“T think the whole 
league is in a concerned 
place,” said Monty 
McCutchen, the former 
official who is now an NBA 
executive overseeing all 
referee matters. “We want 
our league to be healthy 
and we want the players to 
feel safe and healthy. We 
want coaches and staffs 
to feel health and safety is 
a priority and the same is 
true for referees.” 

None of the three G 
League refs called up 
Friday has even worked 
an NBA preseason game. 
But with about one-third 
of the league’s referees 
unable to work right now, 
mostly because of corona- 
virus-related reasons and 
afew because of injury, the 
NBA had no choice. 

“We have some people 
out with health and safety 
protocols. That’s no 
secret,” McCutchen said. 
“And we’re using some 
people from the G League 
that we have a lot of confi- 
dence in that can give us 
this temporary coverage 
that we’re in need of?” 

The NBA began Friday 
with about 120 players 
in various stages of the 
protocols. Also sidelined: 
eight head coaches — 
the latest being Clippers 


IN BRIEF 


coach Tyronn Lue, who 
entered protocols Friday 
in Toronto — and dozens 
of other staffers, including 
assistant coaches, athletic 
trainers, media relations 
staff and more. 

The league has a 97% 
vaccination rate among 
players, 100% among 
coaches, and at least 
two-thirds of the league 
has received a booster 
shot. The NBA has post- 
poned 11 games in recent 
weeks, while often chang- 
ing its protocols — the 
latest moves designed to 
potentially get players 
who test positive back on 
the floor more quickly than 
has been the case. 

About 100 players from 
the G League have been 
signed to NBA deals in 
recent weeks as teams 
have needed to fill rosters 
because of all the virus-re- 
lated problems. Players 
and coaches around the 
league have applauded 
those players getting their 
chances. 

“It’s hard to get here. 
This is hard,’ Wizards 
guard Bradley Beal said. 
“I think a lot of people 
have it kind of miscon- 
strued. They think a lot 
of stuff that we do is easy, 
they think getting to the 
league is easy. It is not, 
man. And then you have 
so many guys in the G who 
are deserving of being up 
here.” 

After 10 games on 
Friday, the daily sched- 
ule gets a bit lighter over 
the next couple days: Six 
games are scheduled for 
Saturday, seven on Sunday. 
There isn’t a10-game slate 
again until Monday, and it 
is possible that some refs in 
the protocols may be able 
to work again by then. 

“T do think it’s a short- 
term need,’ McCutchen 
said. “We, like everyone 
else, are living in real time 
and making real-time 
decisions that serve the 
league.” 


Vikings’ Cousins out 
Sunday; on virus list 


News services 


Kirk Cousins has never 
missed a game in the NFL 
to injury. 

His first unplanned 
absence, due to COVID- 
19, could not have come at a 
worse time for the Vikings. 

The Vikings placed 
their starting quarterback 
on the COVID-19 reserve 
list Friday, two days before 
their most important game 
of the season at Green Bay. 

Cousins, who is unvacci- 
nated, couldn’t be cleared 
in time to play even if he 
were feeling fine. The 
NFL recently reduced 
the required quarantine 
period to five days for 
asymptomatic players. 

The Vikings (7-8) are one 
game out of the last wild- 
card spot in the NFC with 
two weeks to go. The Pack- 
ers (12-3) are in control of 
the top seed and a first- 
round bye. The Vikings 
activated backup quarter- 
back Sean Mannion from 
the COVID-19 reserve 
list, putting the seventh- 
year veteran in line to start 
at frigid Lambeau Field 
on Sunday night. Rookie 
Kellen Mond, who was 
drafted in the third round, 
has not developed quickly 


enough this season to be 
considered. 


NHL: Devils coach Lindy 
Ruff tested positive for 
COVID-19 hours before 
the Devils’ 6-5 overtime 
win against the Oilers on 
Friday and was isolated 
from the team. Also Friday, 
the NHL announced it was 
postponing eight more 
games because of COVID- 
19-related attendance 
restrictions in some Cana- 
dian cities. The league 
said the games “will be 
rescheduled for dates later 
in the season when such 
restrictions may be eased 


or lifted.” 


Tennis: U.S. Open cham- 
pion Emma Raducanu 
was honored by Queen 
Elizabeth II in the British 
monarch’s annual New 
Year’s list on Friday follow- 
ing the teenager’s break- 
through performance at 
Flushing Meadows. The 
19-year-old Raducanu, 
who became the first qual- 
ifier to win a Grand Slam 
title, was made an MBE — 
or Member of the Order 
of the British Empire — 
by the queen. Raducanu 
said she was “immensely 
proud” of the MBE honor. 
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Winner: The 2022 Ford Maverick Hybrid XLT and 2L-EcoBoost AWD Lariat. FORD 


Fresh, feisty, afforda 


Reviewer names Ford Maverick 
his pick for vehicle of the year 


By Henry Payne 
The Detroit News 


ews that Dodge is burying 

its iconic Hellcat models 

sent a shiver through the 
auto market this fall as enthusiasts 
fear a wave of cookie-cutter elec- 
tric vehicles in the decade ahead. 
Government scolds are in the driv- 
er’s seat — are we doomed for a 
repeat of “That ’70s Show”? 

Happily in 2021, the auto menu is 

a feast of flavors. 


Consider the year saw the intro- 
duction of everything from the 
V-8-powered, 668-horsepower 
Cadillac CT-5 Blackwing to the 
battery-powered, 1,020-horse- 
power Tesla Model S Plaid. Auto- 
motive purists got manual toys from 
the $28K Subaru BRZ to the $138K 
Porsche 911 GTS. Even the pickup 
market saw an explosion in diver- 
sity with rookies like the entry-level 
Ford Maverick and electric Rivian 
RIT. 

The sudden growth of pickups 
beyond the usual light-duty work- 
horses dovetailed with the SUV 
revolution that has washed over 
the U.S. market in the past 10 years. 
Volume SUV segments saw upgrades 
from familiar names like Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, Nissan Pathfinder and 
Jeep Wrangler, as well as new kids 
like Volkswagen ID. 4 and Genesis 
G70. Americans escaped to the great, 
socially distanced outdoors in the 
adventurous Ford Bronco and Jeep 
Wrangler 4xe — as well as new trim 
lines like Subaru Wilderness. 

My 2021 Vehicle of the Year 
winners: 


Third place: 
Tesla Model S 

Yeah, I know, it starts at $91,190 
and is out of reach for most of us. But 
the Model S has been the most influ- 
ential car of the past decade and the 
2022 model is its first major reboot 
since the OG wowed in 2011. 

After Tesla’s success, other 
companies remade their business 
models (see Cadillac and Jaguar) 
to go all-electric. But Tesla’s secret 
sauce is more than battery power. 
The Model S remade the luxe 
space with fresh design, big screens 
and performance. The ’22 model 


continues Tesla’s relentless effort to 
re-imagine the automobile. 

The new Model S interior echoes 
its Model 3/Y siblings witha 
landscape-oriented, 17-inch info- 
tainment display that includes 
everything from Autopilot self-driv- 
ing controls to streaming channels 
to watch while you’re recharging at 
the brand’s cross-country network 
of Superchargers (the only way to 
travel EV). 

The already minimalist interior 
gets more so by deleting steering 
wheel turn signal and shift stalks. 
Shifting is done via swipe on the 
big screen while the turn signal is 
integrated into the vehicle’s signa- 
ture feature, a steering wheel yoke. 
No joke. Toyota is already following 
Tesla by adapting a yoke of its own 
for the forthcoming bZ4X EV. 

I tested the $134K Model Plaid, 
which takes the car’s already super- 
human performance to another 
level: 2-second zero-60 mph 
launches, cornering grip greater 
than a Corvette C8. Its 1,020-horse- 
power, tri-motor drivetrain propels 
the car to acceleration speeds greater 
than even the legendary, $3 million 
Bugatti Chiron supercar — for 20% 
of the price and 50% more seats. 


Runner-up: 
Volkswagen Golf GTI 

The original hot hatch, the Golf 
GTI has been my baseline for best 
all-around vehicle. Fun to drive, 
fuel-efficient, seating for five, hatch- 
back utility — all for an affordable 
price. Like the Tesla, Golf GTI has 
reset the bar again with its 2022 
model update. 

The exterior is updated with sharp 
stampings and thin headlights — an 
industry trend as designers love to 
play with their new LED tools. For 
my money, the V-dub outclasses its 
Audi S3 cousin. The car’s perfor- 
mance is more engaging than the 
Audi’s (with which it shares a plat- 
form) thanks to its manual transmis- 
sion option and hatchback. 

The manual bonds driver to 
machine and there are few experi- 
ences more engaging than rowing 
the Golf over a twisty road. Drivers 
who prefer automatics will enjoy the 
GTI too, with its optional “chiclet” 
shifter right out of a Porsche. 

The interior is the real game- 
changer as VW has brought in twin 
digital screens with wireless Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto. Honda 
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Third place: The 2022 Tesla Model S Plaid. HENRY PAYNE 


also introduced an all-new Civic Si 
this year that is an even more afford- 
able pocket rocket than GTI — but 
the Golf’s hatchback utility trumps 
the Civic sedan’s standard trunk. 


Winner: 
Ford Maverick pickup 

With average prices hovering 
around $40,000, affordable new 
vehicles are an endangered species. 
Say hello to the terrific $21k Maver- 
ick. 

Not only is the compact pickup a 
tasty appetizer for Ford’s sprawling 
truck menu, it’s the entry-level vehi- 
cle in Ford’s lineup. And the $21,490 
model is no stripped starter. 

It comes standard with hybrid 
drivetrain, 500-mile range, 191 
horsepower, cool steel wheels, 
smartphone connectivity and clever 
interior. 

It’s aSwiss Army knife for the 
urban do-it-yourselfer with a roomy 
interior and capable of carrying 
1,500 pounds of mulch in its 4.5-foot 
bed (the same size as, ahem, an elec- 
tric, $70K Rivian RIT pickup). 

Need more oomph? 

Upgrade to the 250-horsepower, 


2.0-liter turbo-4 engine that can tow 
4,500 pounds. 

If it’s an Olympic weightlifter 
you want, buy a ladder-frame F-150 
truck, but you can’t park big brother 
easily in a downtown parking spot. 

Built south of the border on 
the same unibody platform as the 
Bronco Sport and Escape SUVs, 
Maverick is fun to drive around town 
and on the open road. 

The rear seat can be flipped up, 
revealing all kinds of sub-storage 
thanks to its flexible frame. Get the 
sub-seat organizer — part of a $50 
five-pack of gadgets for the rear 
seat console including cord wrap, 
cupholder, grocery bag holder and 
trash bin. 

The Maverick is now the third 
SUV-based pickup in the U.S., and 
automakers will be watching the 
wee Ford closely to see if the king of 
ladder-frame trucks can also sell the 
unibody variety. Early signs are that 
customers are biting. 

Alas, the affordable Maverick is 
not immune from chip shortages. 
Model year 2022 Mavericks are sold 
out and new orders will not be filled 
until next summer. 


S55) rete wan 


OY can 
~ Qe 5 Pty oe] 
: Ctx Rr 
> —s 


Son tm ars Prin 
RISE 


Se a> 
‘s 





TEV TET TS 
NT er 





A 
| 
« 


mtd 


Honda makes enthusiasts drool with the racy 2023 Civic Type R teaser 


By Henry Payne conservative styling and best-selling non-pickup 
The Detroit News adds a big rear wing, swol- vehicle in America in 
len rear fenders for fatter the first nine months of 


One of 2022’s most antic- 


tires, center tri-tailpipes, 


2021, according to Car 


ipated cars is the Honda 
Civic’s Type R performance 
model. Honda whetted 
enthusiasts’ appetites with 
camouflaged, teaser photos 
of the hot hatch undergoing 
development at the Suzuka 
Formula One race track 
in Japan. The striptease 
doesn’t leave much to the 
imagination. 

The 2023 Type R takes 
the 11th generation Civic’s 


and bigger front grilles to and Driver. The new Type 
feed the turbocharged beast R will likely be built in 
within. The current-gen- Indiana alongside the 
eration Type R makes an Civic Sport hatchback 
impressive 306 horse- after Honda discontin- 
power and 295 pound-feet ued production in Swin- 


of torque from its 2.0-liter 
turbo-4 engine and the 
new-gen model is expected 
to update the formula. 

In defiance of the SUV 
trend, the compact 2022 
Civic sedan was the sixth 


don, England, earlier this 
year. The move would 
continue to cement Honda 
as one of the Midwest’s 
biggest manufacturers. 
The Japanese company 
already produces the 


number 2 best-selling SUV 
in America, the CR-V, in 
East Liberty, Ohio, and the 
Accord sedan in nearby 
Marysville. Some 95% of 
Honda’s U.S.-sold vehicles 
are made in North America. 
The 10th-generation car, 
manufactured from 2017- 
2021, was a wild sculp- 
ture of wings, splitters and 
scoops. Car and Driver 
wrote that the exterior 
looked like “a disheveled 
knife drawer,” and the new 
generation tones down the 
wardrobe significantly. 





The 2023 Honda Civic Type R is distinguished by bigger grilles 
to feed air to its high-horsepower engine. HENRY PAYNE 
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The 2022 Kia Carnival. KIAMOTORS 
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Kia Carnival is an impressive 
minivan with a crossover look 


By Larry Printz 


Tribune News Service 


Sometimes, you just 
need a minivan. SUVs can’t 
match them when comes 
to their sheer volume, 
particularly for chores 
like carting four full-size 
suitcases and two carry- 
ons, not to mention two 
parents about to take their 
first post-pandemic vaca- 
tion. That’s a lot, but the 
2022 Kia Carnival minivan 
can handle my parents’ 
frequent changes of cloth- 
ing. And it does so witha 
heavy dose of style. 

The 2022 Kia Carni- 
val replaces the Sedona 
in Kia’s lineup, and comes 
on strong with a boxy 
crossover look that seems 
right at home alongside 
the incredibly popular Kia 
Telluride. Even twen- 
ty-something valets seem 
to like it, and who would 
have thought they’d be 
impressed by a minivan? 

But it’s hard not to be 
captivated, for it’s clear 
that Kia did its homework. 

Offered in ascending LX, 
EX, SX and SX Prestige 
trim, the Carnival wears 
styling details that help you 
forget what you’re driving, 
such as the crisp lines on 
the clamshell hood, the 
flashy side window trim, 
and rear skid plates. But 
there’s no mistaking it once 
you climb inside. 

The SX Prestige that Kia 
provided for a weeklong 
test drive was generously 
equipped, and carried a 
base price of $46,100, a 


2022 Kia Carnival 


Base price: $32,100 
Engine: 3.5-liter DOHC V6 
Horsepower/torque: 
290/262 pound-feet 
EPA fuel economy 
(city/highway): 19/26 mpg; 
observed: 22 mpg 
Fuel required: 87 Octane 
Length/width/height: 
203/78.5/69.9 inches 
Ground clearance: 
6.8 inches 
Payload: 1,440 pounds 
Cargo capacity: 
40.2-145.1 cubic feet 
Towing capacity: 
3,500 pounds 


$14,000 premium above 
the $32,100 base model. 

Heated front seats are 
standard on all but the LX, 
where they’re optional. 
Second and third row 
heated seats are standard 
on the SX Prestige. As you 
might expect, base models 
are covered in cloth, while 
EX and SX models have 
fake leather. The SX Pres- 
tige gets the real thing. 

All Carnivals come 
with an 8-inch touch 
screen display with wire- 
less Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, which is 
wireless when the dual 
rear screen package is 
offered. Built-in Wi-Fi and 
wireless charging are also 
offered, although there are 
up to nine USB ports and 
two 110-volt outlets. 

And it’s filled with 
thoughtful touches that 
parents will appreciate. 

A rear occupant alert 


system employs ultra- 
sonic sensors that alerts 
you ifa child, person or 
pet remains in rear seats 
after you’ve shut off and 
locked the vehicle. There’s 
also an in-cabin inter- 

com for conversing with 
those in the rear. You can 
also keep an eye out for 
what’s happening back 
there, thanks to an in-cabin 
camera that includes night 
vision. 

As you’d expect with 
a family hauler, there’s a 
generous array of stan- 
dard safety gear, including 
forward collision avoidance 
assist, blind-spot avoidance 
assist, rear cross-traffic 
collision avoidance assist, 
parking distance warning, 
lane keeping assist, high 
beam assist, and driver 
attention warning. 

If there’s one thing 
that needs changing, it’s 
the rear tailgate. A beep 
sounds when it’s open, and 
keeps beeping annoyingly 
until you close it. This is 
safety overkill and exas- 
perating. 

But overall, the Carni- 
val is a big improvement 
from the Sedona, thanks 
to its sharp looks, spacious 
interior, good performance 
and up-to-date tech. It’s 
so good, in fact, you may 
not even mind that it’s a 
minivan. 


Larry Printz ts an auto- 
motive journalist based in 
South Florida. Readers 
may send him email at 
TheDrivingPrintz@gmail 
.com. 
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Where’s my hybrid’s battery? 





Bob Weber 


Motormouth 


Q: Wife had a 2010 
Prius and we got 
stranded twice and 
needed a new starting 
battery. She now hasa 
2018 Kia Niro hybrid 
and I want to replace 
the starting battery but 
can’t get an answer from 
Kia customer service or 
several dealers as to if 
the Niro hybrid even has 
a starting battery. Ifit 
doesn’t have one, what 
starts the gas engine? — 
J.C., Key Largo, Florida 

A: All hybrid vehicles 
have a12-volt battery. It 
not only starts the internal 
combustion engine, but it 
also powers the accesso- 
ries. Starting in 2017, Kia 
installed a lithium-ion 
battery instead of a tradi- 
tional lead-acid battery 
under the rear seat. 


Q: Recently I had the 
oil changed in my 2017 
Avalon. My receipt 
indicated five quarts 
of synthetic oil. The 
owner’s manual calls for 
six quarts. The dipstick 
showed full, but Iadded 
a half quart of oil just to 
be safe. Can you explain 
this? — D.M., Evanston, 
Illinois 

A: Did they change 
the filter? The old filter 
could hold residual oil. Or, 
perhaps, they installed six 
quarts and only charged 
for five. Was it your birth- 
day? 


Q: Ihave a 2020 Mazda 
CX-9 with a G 2.5 Turbo 
engine. At 12,000 miles 
I experienced engine 
lurching when stopped. 
The dealer made the 
warranty repair, which 
included “Clean EGR and 
reprogram PCM” (quot- 
ing from my invoice 
here), and the car has run 
fine since. But upgrad- 
ing to 93-octane gas was 





All hybrid vehicles have a12-volt battery. DREAMSTIME 


recommended, quite 
an unpleasant surprise, 
especially with the rising 
price of gas. ’'m now 
paying $1 more a gallon 
for gas. — R.P., Clarendon 
Hills, tlinois 

A: We checked the 
owner’s manual for 
your car, and it states 
the 87-octane gas is the 
juice to use. Don’t waste 
your money on high- 
priced gasoline that keeps 
getting priced higher. You 
got some bad intel from 
whoever suggested using 
premium gas. 


Q: My sonis frus- 
trated by the problem he 
is having with his 2000 
Honda CRV. It does not 
start and when we jump 
start it and take it to vari- 
ous mechanics, no one 
seems to be able to solve 
the problem. We have 
had the battery replaced 
and checked repeat- 
edly, to no avail. The 
Honda dealer that we 
took the car to suggested 
that he dump this car 
and buy a replacement, 
after charging $82 fora 
so-called analysis. — H.G., 
Northfield, Illinois 

A: First, I suggest you 
take the car to one of the 
major parts stores where 
they will do a battery and 
charging system analy- 
sis for free. (Yeah, they 
hope you will need a 
battery, but won’t lie to 
you.) If everything checks 
out, have a pro mechanic 
look for weak connec- 
tions, especially a weak 
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ground connection from 
the battery. Also check 

for dirty battery terminal 
connections. Currently, car 
prices — especially used — 
are out of sight. 


Q: I only use premium 
gas for my lawn tractor, 
leaf blower and two of 
our cars. I add Sta-Bil to 
my summer car and lawn 
tractor; the other gas 
equipment I run dry. I 
have used approximately 
one-half the bottle of 
Sta-Bil for winterization 
of 2020/21 and 202122. 
Will Sta-Bil degrade 
between now and the fall 
of 2022? — J.E., Chicago 

A: It does not last 
forever. In fact, there is 
space on the back label for 
you to write in the date you 
opened the bottle. Gold 
Eagle (the maker of Sta-Bil) 
says on their website: “An 
opened, but tightly capped, 
bottle of Sta-Bil fuel stabi- 
lizer is effective for about 
two years.” 


Bob Weber is a writer and 
mechanic who became an 
ASE-certified Master Auto- 
mobile Technician in 1976. 
He maintains this status by 
seeking certification every 
five years. Weber’s work 
appears in professional 
trade magazines and other 
consumer publications. 

His writing also appears in 
automotive trade publica- 
tions, Consumer Guide and 
Consumers Digest. Send 
questions along with name 
and town to motormouth. 
tribune@gmail.com. 
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THURSDAY'S LATE SATURDAY’S 


Seana Others UConn at Harvard, 7p.m. SCHEDULE reer Standings Standings 
FARMINGTON VALLEY 3, NORTH ochester at Springfield, 2:30p.m. MEN’S MEN’S 
AIR RRERETEALL HAVEN 1 WOMEN’S HOCKEY salle - epee 3 Be Team OGP OVRCGPCONFCPTS Team OGP OVR CGPCONFCPTS 
cet . ridgeport at Lehigh Valley, 6p.m. UMass Lowell 1610-3-3 118-2-1 25 — Cornell 11 9-1-1 861-1 18 
THURSDAY’S LATE ea " arta apm Grand Rapids at Milwaukee, 7p.m. UMass 15 9-4-2 117-22 24 Quinnipiac 181413 650-1 17 
Others COLLEGE RESULT SE ee oer Bakersfield at Henderson, 8p.m. Northeastern 1813-4-1 117-31 23 Harvard 11641 852-1 17 
Tacne: ae pre inal WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ae Boston College 16 8-5-3 105-3-2 19 Rensselaer 19 8-9-2 84-40 12 
ee tandings Big East basketball standings Boston University 18 6-9-3 135-5-3 17 St.Lawrence 15 4-7-4 83-3-2 12 
4-0-8, Sophia Moore 4-4-12, Makala EPI REIT) tas )ONA 22 Atlantic GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT yEN's . UConn 14 86-0 954-0 14 Brown 12 39-0 9360 10 
vee ae Aila Gutierrez 1-1-3. Totals  E?IDAY’S COLLEGE ee 26 16 7 2 1 35.673 Team — CONFCPCT OVR PCT Merrimack 16 6-91 1037-0 12 Colgate 188-10-0 835-0 9 
“10-39. Hartfor 514 7 : : NewHampshire 17 7-9-1 113-7-1 9 — Union 17 5-9-3 8341 8 
: Providence 2-0 1.000 12-1 923 ew psnire 0 
BERLIN (): Jenna by ahae ee He RESULTS Hershey 2614 9 2 1 31.596 Greighton 1-0 1,000 9-3 750 Vermont 163-11-2 102-62 8 Princeton 13 3-9-1 62-40 7 
DesMarais 0-1-1, Maddy Sadowski MEN’S BASKETBALL Providence 2412 8 3 1 28 583 Butler 1-0 1.000 84 667 Maine 172-11-4 11182 7 Dartmouth 10280 725-0 7 
2-0-4, Clare McGeever 3-3-11, Emma Charlotte 271411 2 0 30 .556 Maviek 1-1 500 11-2 846 ; Yale 10 3-7-0 82-60 5 
Ellison 2-0-4, Alivia Hialkias 0-1-1, Kailee — GentRAL 67, ST. FRANCIS-BROOKLYN W-B/Scranton24 912 1 2 21 438 conn 1-1 50010-3769 THURSDAY'S LATE y 
DeMaio 9-1-19. Totals 21-6-52. , Lehigh Valley 24 711 4 2 20 .417 ‘ = 4 ; : RESULT THURSDAY S LATE 
pana satiece Ra i areariraar ane 55 : Villanova 1-1 500 8-4 _ .667 
K 8 8 10 13— 39 QUINNIPIAC77, NIAGARA68 Bridgeport 301016 1 3 24 400 ct John’s 0-0 .000 83 727 Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) RESULT 
B 15 13 13 11— 52 BRYANT85, SACRED HEART 82 ales ma - aga ee Georgetown 0-0 .000 65 545 DARTMOUTH 3, NEW HAMPSHIRE 1 Ledyard Bank Classic (Hanover, N.H.) 
Si uijaacs ese, = =o Eastern Holiday Invitational (Willi- * DePaul 0-1 .000 9-2 818 DARTMOUTH 3, NEW HAMPSHIRE 1 
[b]Holiday Tournaments[/b] mantic) ( Rochester 2416 8 O O 32 .667 SetonHall 0-1 .000 9-2 .818 FRIDAY’S RESULTS \ 
[b]Canton[/b] Toronto 22119 1 1 24 545 ; ; BOSTON UNIVERSITY 5, BROWN 1 FRIDAY’S RESULTS 
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CANTON (1-4): Jenna Cuniowski 4-1-10, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Cleveland 24108 3 3 22.5422 SATURDAY’S NEW HAMPSHIRE 7, MERCYHURST 1 NEBRASKA-OMAHA AT ST. LAWRENCE, 
Sophia Mates 3-3-10, Avery Brown Belleville 23 1112 0 O 22 478 SCHEDULE BOSTON COLLEGE VS. DARTMOUTH, LATE 
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15-9-45. Babson Classic (Babson Park, Mass.) Chicago %20 4 1 1 42 .808 Beings cE ai ies LATE 
FARMINGTON (3-1): Daria Fournier WESLEYAN 74, ENDICOTT 66 Manitoba 25159 1 0 31 .620 pepelvis SCHEDULE SATURDAY’S 
3-3-7, Mackenzie Campbell 1-2-4, SATURDAY’S lowa 251110 2 2 26 .520 WOMEN’S Merrimack at Yale, 4p.m. 
Abby Bertolette 6-0-12, Abby Finn Rocko’ § 2a Ah 2000 ceteneee ou, pee SCHEDULE 
1-0-2, Reshma Paleniuel 2-0-6, Sarah COLLEGE Milwaukee 271213 2 0 26 481 pean ant oog 11.3. 786 WOMEN’S Nebraska-Omaha at St. Lawrence, 
Bertolette 3-1-7, Anna Loughman 1-2-4. SCHEDULE GrandRapids23 910 3 1 22 .478 Creighton 3-0 1.000 8-3 "297 Team OGP OVRCGP CONF CPTS 7p.m. 
Totals 17-8-46. Texas 23 811 3 1 20 435 UConn 1-0 1.000 63  .667 Northeastern 1916-2-1 1411-2-1 35 Cornell at Arizona State, 9p.m. 
a. — —  “Weae an Ge MEN’S BASKETBALL Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT iy : ; Boston University 18 9-6-3 158-43 27 
Cc 1613 6 10— 45 a ies or ai Marquette 2-1 .667 9-3 .750 : 
F 10 15 13 8— 46 — Centralat Rutgers, 5p.m rata Georgetown 1-1 500 64 600 spl oe ee een 
ee Beis) SPM iba = : : ' ve St. John’s 1-1 .500 57 417 BostonCollege 1810-8-0 138-5-0 21 Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL enderson ; Villanova 1-2 .000 7-5  .583 Vermont 18 9-7-2 116-4-1 19 Quinnipiac 1815-1-2 87-1-0 21 
WRESTLING I cson 2109 2 0 22 2 Providence 12 433 66 600 Providence 17 7-55 10442 16 Harvard 1293-0 9630 19 
SCC Union at Eastern, 4p.m. pate > e 9 - : ae Yavier 12 000 66 500 Maine 196-12-1 124-7-1 16 Clarkson 2015-2-3  86-1-1 185 
olorado iil 1 : ; NewHampshire 196-11-2 134-81 15 Princeton 14 6-5-3 85-2-1 16.5 
BRANFORD 55, HAND 10 Seton Hall 1-3 333 66 500 
Others MEN’S HOCKEY Bakersfield 20 88 1 3 20.500 join 03 000 Lill 083 Merrimack § 205-141 154-10-1 15 =‘ Yale 1410-3-1 85-2-1 165 
KILLINGLY 69, SUFFIELD/WINDSOR SanDiego 22 912 1 O 19 .432 THURSDAY SLATE FRID AY’S RESULT St. Lawrence 20 7-8-5 83-3-2 12 
LOCKS 12 WOMEN’S HOCKEY THURSDAY’S LATE RESULT SRDUINENCE? VERIONTA leer . re _ sa ; 
Se Be ae BROWN 75, ST. JOHN’S 72 ° ite 4 ee 
BOYS SWIMMING Quinnipiac at Wisconsin, 2p.m. RESULT SATURDAY’S Dartmouth 157-80 927-0 6 
SUNDAY’S COLLEGE = TORONTO 5, BELLEVILLE 2 FRIDAY’S RESULTS Brown 151-12-2 816-1 4.5 
CCC-Inter FRIDAY’S RESULTS VILLANOVA 76, SETON HALL 73 SCHEDULE Union 214-16-1 101-9-0 3 
MIDDLETOWN 90, ROCKY HILL 77 SCHEDULE A eos acon CREIGHTON AT BUTLER, CANCELED Battle in the ‘Burgh (Cranberry Town- 
PROVIDENCE 4, HARTFORD ’ hip, Pa.) 
] ship, Pa 
FRIDAY’S HIGH MEN’S BASKETBALL COLORADO 3, IOWA 2 (SO) SUNDAY’S Syracuse vs. Boston University, 4p.m. FRIDAY’S RESULT 
SCHOOL RESULTS SAN JOSE 4, STOCKTON 0 SCHEDULE MINNESOTA-DULUTH 5, HARVARD 2 
BOYS BASKETBALL ce rea 2p.m Spare etree Late St. John’s at Villanova, noon 
y Br rtford, 2p.m. MILWAUKEE AT GRAND RAPIDS, LATE ie NOV es 
: HENDERSON AT ONTARIO, LATE Creighton at Xavier, 2p.m. SATURDAY’S 
NCCC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
EAST WINDSOR AT SMSA, PPD. . 
Yale at Columbia, 1p.m. Minnesota-Duluth at Harvard, 2p.m. 
Hartford at Stony Brook, 2p.m. Quinnipiac at Wisconsin, 3p.m. 


Did you know? 


Twenty-four percent of all car accidents in the U.S. are 
weather related. 
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Cooking more at home? Want the latest on the hottest restaurants? Want to share that new recipe? 


Join the Courant’s cooking club online at www.facebook.com/groups/CourantCookingClub to share recipes, tips 
and take part in exclusive cooking demonstrations and live O&As. 


You can also get the latest on the restaurant scene and dining trends in Connecticut mailed directly to your inbox by 
subscribing to the Courant’s Food & Drink newsletter. Please go to courant.com/newsletters for more information. 
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UNS ~ & | Roasting a duck isn’t much harder 

snort i ‘ie than preparing a chicken, and it 
er Pe makes for a festive holiday meal. 
AP oy f/f RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


A perfectly imperfect 
whole duck recipe 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


skin or scoring it. 

I’ve found that combining the two works 
extremely well, giving the fat even more 
opportunities to escape. 


returned to the oven to finish cooking 
while the breast rested. 
The technique is brilliant. But it’s not 
Cooking duck at home isaclassicexam- _ the kind of greasy maneuver I necessarily 
ple of when my quest for perfection under- want to undertake when company is over Daguin advises scoring the skin ina 
mines the “tasty enough.” After a cocktail, wrestling a hot, slippery tight, crosshatch pattern so you get 4-inch 
For years, I strove to create the idealized 5-pound waterfowl ina silk blouse does squares. 
vision of roast duck that Iheldinmyhead. not make for low-stress entertaining. “The little squares get very crisp,’ she 
It had to have crackling, burnished skin Roasting a duck like achicken, however, _ said, “andthe smaller they are, the nicer 
as crisp as a potato chip, and ruby-hued is astraightforward affair. And by incor- they taste.” 
breast meat as rare as steak and dripping porating a few tweaks, it can result ina Another tip, Daguin said, is to take a 
with schmaltz-glossed juices. bird that is easy to cook and thoroughly cue from the Chinese method of making 
The best way to come close to this was delicious — without any unctuous threats Peking duck and douse the skin with boil- 
through atechniqueI learned from Ariane lurking. ing water. This tightens the pores, making 
Daguin, founder of D’Artagnan, a gourmet One thing that differentiates roasting a the skin easier to cut. 
food purveyor specializing in duck. duck from roasting a chicken is the duck’s Once roasted, the bird emerges with 
First, I’d roast the duck until the breast prodigious layer of fat. This fat needs to the skin golden, the meat tender and the 
was arosy 130 degrees. Then, I’d pull the render inthe ovensoitcanbastetheduck fat melted and just waiting to meet any 
steaming bird out of the pan and hold it flesh and crisp the skin. There are two potatoes — a holiday meal both cook and 
by the drumsticks to lop offitslegs, which classic ways to help this along: prickingthe company can rejoice in. 
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Crisp roast duck 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 2 2 hours, plus at least 4 
hours’ resting 

1 (5- to 6-pound) whole duck 

1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon kosher salt 
(Diamond Crystal) 

2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper 
2 large garlic cloves, finely grated, passed 
through a garlic press or finely minced 

1 tablespoon chopped thyme or 
rosemary leaves, or a combination, plus 
more sprigs for the cavity 

1 tablespoon finely grated lemon or 
orange zest, or acombination 

1% teaspoons ground coriander ora 
spice mix, such as garam masala or 
baharat (optional) 

1. Bring a full kettle or medium pot of 
water to a boil (at least 2 quarts). 
2.Meanwhile, remove giblets and neck 
from the duck cavity and reserve for 
another use. Trim any excess fat from 
around the duck cavity and the neck. 
Place duck, breast-side up, on a rack in 
the sink. Pour half of the boiling water all 
over the top of the duck to tighten the 
skin. Flip the bird and pour remaining 
boiling water over the back. 

3. Once the duck is cool enough to 
handle, using the tip of a very sharp 
paring knife, prick duck skin all over to 
help release the fat, especially where 
the skin is thickest, and be careful not 
to pierce the meat. It can be helpful 

to hold the knife nearly parallel to the 
bird. After piercing the skin, use the 
knife blade to score the duck breast 

in a crosshatch pattern (making deep 
cuts into the skin only, and not into the 
breast meat). Flip the bird and score the 
back as well (you don’t need to prick the 
back). You may need to sharpen your 
knife along the way, as it’s much easier 
to make clean cuts into the skin with a 
sharp knife. Using a clean kitchen towel 
or paper towels, thoroughly pat duck dry, 
including inside the cavity. 

4. Season the duck all over, including 
cavity, with salt and pepper. In a small 
bowl, combine garlic, chopped herbs, 
citrus zest and coriander, if using, and 
make a paste. Rub garlic paste all over 
duck, inside and out. Place duck, breast- 
side up, on rack in a roasting pan, stuff 
cavity with herb sprigs and refrigerate, 
uncovered, for at least 4 hours and up to 
24 hours. 

5. When it’s time to cook the bird, 

heat the oven to 450 degrees. Roast 

for 30 minutes. Remove the pan from 
the oven and carefully prick the duck 
skin all over the top of the bird using a 
sharp paring knife. (You don’t need to 
prick the back of the duck.) Reduce the 
oven temperature to 350 degrees and 
continue roasting until skin is golden 
brown and crispy, and the internal 
temperature at thickest part of the 
thigh reads 165 degrees on an instant- 
read thermometer, about 1 hour to 1 
hour, 45 minutes longer. Using tongs, 
gently tip duck to drain any liquid from 
the cavity. Transfer bird to cutting board 
to rest for at least 10 minutes. Carve and 
serve. 
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Delicious mufiins 
make the most 
of cinnamon 


By Kelli Foster 
TheKitchn.com 


If you’re someone who 
loves all things cinna- 
mon, these muffins were 
made for you. They bake 
up soft and fluffy, and pack 
in not one, not two but 
three doses of cinnamon. 
You'll find it mixed into the 
batter, as a cinnamon-sugar 
blanket over the top, anda 
cinnamon and brown sugar 
ripple through the center of 
the muffin. 

Best of all, they’re easy 
to make, and there’s a good 
chance you already have 
everything you need to 
make them. Ready to get 
baking? 


What’s the secret to 
fluffy muffins? 

There are a couple of 
simple tips that will ensure 
a batch of fluffy muffins 
every time. First, you'll 
need a leavener, like baking 
powder or baking soda, 
to make the muffins rise 
and give them that beau- 
tiful domed top we all 
crave. This recipe relies 
on acouple teaspoons of 
baking powder, and to get 
the full effect, you’ll want to 
make sure it’s not expired. 
(There’s an easy way to test 
it if you’re not sure.) 

Second, be sure not to 
overmix the batter. Asa 
rule of thumb with any 
muffin recipe, mix the 
batter just until combined 
and no visible streaks of 
flour remain. 


Cinnamon muffin add-in 
suggestions 

With a brown sugar and 
cinnamon ripple through 
the center, plus a sprinkle 
on top, these muffins are 
amazing as is, but if you’re 


Cinnamon muffins 


Makes: 12 muffins 

Paper muffin liners or cooking spray 

1 cup packed light brown sugar, divided 

4 teaspoons ground cinnamon, divided 

1 cup whole or 2% milk 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

¥ teaspoon kosher salt 

¥, teaspoon ground nutmeg 

¥2 cup canola oil 

2 large eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1. Arrange a rack in the middle of the oven and heat the oven 
to 375 degrees. Line a standard 12-well muffin pan with paper 
liners or coat the wells with cooking spray. 

2.Place % packed cup of the light brown sugar and 2 
teaspoons of the ground cinnamon in a small bowl and stir to 
combine, breaking up any lumps of sugar. 

3. Place 2 cups all-purpose flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 
the remaining 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon, 2 teaspoon 
kosher salt and % teaspoon ground nutmeg in a large bowl 
and whisk to combine. 

4. Place 1 cup whole or 2% milk, the remaining 3% packed 

cup light brown sugar, 2 cup canola oil, 2 large eggs and 1 
teaspoon vanilla extract in a medium bowl and whisk until 
well-combined and no lumps of sugar remain. 

5. Pour the milk mixture into the flour mixture and stir until 
just incorporated and no dry spots remain. 

6. Divide the half batter between the muffin wells, about 

2 tablespoons of batter per well. Sprinkle 1 teaspoon of the 
cinnamon sugar evenly over each muffin. Divide the remaining 
batter between the muffin wells. Sorinkle each muffin with 
the remaining cinnamon sugar, about 1 scant teaspoon per 
muffin. 

7. Bake until the muffins are golden-brown and a toothpick 
inserted into the center of a muffin comes out clean, 18 to 20 
minutes. Let cool for 5 minutes before removing the muffins 
from the pan. 


quite well when stored 

properly. If you plan to eat 
them within several days, 
store the muffins in an 

airtight container at room 
temperature for up to five 
days. Alternatively, they’ll 


in the mood for something 
a little extra, try one of 
these add-ins. 

@ Chocolate chips: % cup 
regular or mini 

@ Toasted nuts: 4% cup 

@ 1 peeled and diced tart 


apple, like Granny Smith 
@ 1 peeled and diced pear 


Howto store cinnamon 
muffins 
Cinnamon mufiins keep 


keep in the freezer for up to 
three months when stored 
in an airtight container. 
Then just thaw at room 
temperature when you’re 
ready to eat. 
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The creme fraiche adds some tang. MICHAEL GRAYDON AND NIKOLE HERRIOTT/EATINGWELL 





Two-tone mashed potatoes 
create a beautiful side dish 


By Lia Huber | EatingWell 


In this recipe, Yukon Gold potatoes and sweet potatoes are roughly mashed 


together with leeks for a beautiful mottled white-and-orange take on mashed 


potatoes. The creme fraiche topping offers a tangy counterpoint. 


Two-toned mashed potatoes 


Makes: 12 servings 

Active time: 20 minutes 

Total time: 35 minutes 

1 tablespoon buttermilk plus 24 cup, divided 
2 tablespoons creme fraiche or sour cream 
¥ teaspoon onion powder or granulated 
onion 

Pinch of salt plus 3% teaspoon, divided 

1% pounds Yukon Gold potatoes, cut into 
1-inch chunks 

1% pounds sweet potatoes, peeled and cut 
into 1-inch chunks 

1small leek, halved lengthwise and thinly 
sliced, white and light green parts only 

2 tablespoons butter, cut into 4 pieces 

¥, teaspoon freshly ground pepper 

2 tablespoons minced fresh chives 

1. Bring a large pot of water to a boil. 
2.Combine 1 tablespoon buttermilk, the 


creme fraiche (or sour cream), onion powder 
(or granulated onion) and a pinch of salt. 
Cover and refrigerate while you cook the 
vegetables. 

3. Add potatoes, sweet potatoes and leek 
to the boiling water and return to a boil. 
Reduce heat to maintain a vigorous simmer 
and cook until tender enough to pierce with 
a knife, 12 to 15 minutes. Drain and return the 
vegetables to the pan (off the heat). 

4. Add the remaining 24 cup buttermilk, 

the remaining 4 teaspoon salt, butter and 
pepper to the pan; coarsely mash witha 
potato masher. Serve topped with the sauce 
and chives. 

Note: Prepare sauce (Step 2) and 
vegetables (Steps 1 and 3), cover and 
refrigerate separately for up to one 

day. Reheat vegetables, covered, in the 
microwave or a double boiler before 
continuing with Step 4. 


SERIOUSLY SIMPLE 





These leftover-friendly cinnamon muffins are the perfect on-the-go breakfast. 
KELLI FOSTER/THEKITCHN.COM 


Enhance grilled steak with 
tomato compound butter 


By Diane Rossen 
Worthington 


Tribune Content Agency 


No matter what time of 
year it is, lam always up 
for a grilled steak. If it’s 
too cold outdoors, you can 
use a seasoned iron skillet 
on high heat for a success- 
ful result. For years, I 
used seasoned compound 
butters to add loads of 
flavor to many dishes. 
What is a compound 
butter? It is merely a 
mixture of butter and 
other ingredients. 

Here, I have adapted 
a recipe from Discover 
California that enhances 
simple steak witha 
garlicky sun-dried tomato 
compound butter. You can 
make up the butter a few 
days ahead and freeze it 
until you are ready to use 
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Compound butter will add another layer of flavor. 
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you want aged beef, there 


it. Make sure to defrost it to A few tips on choosing is wet- and dry-aged beef. 
chilled before using. your steak: Wet-aged beef is lighter 
The robust tomato-gar- Choose your meat and extremely tender and 
lic notes are equally enjoy- fromaknown purveyor. has a grassy flavor, while 
able on grilled chicken, If you feel like you want dry-aged beef is richer 
fish, vegetables, corn on to splurge, go for USDA and has almost an earthy 
the cob, baked potatoes, Prime beef. Otherwise mushroom flavor. Select- 
and atop softcorn polenta. choose the best qual- ing your cut of steak is 
A simple arugula salad ity USDA Choice steak. a personal choice. My 
makesacolorfulandtasty | Rememberthatthehigher preference isarib-eye 


accompaniment. To drink? 
A full-bodied merlot or 
malbec would be a lovely 


Grilled steak with sun-dried 
tomato compound butter 


Makes: 4 servings 

4 boneless steaks, rib-eye, sirloin or New 
York, 10 to 12 ounces each 

Salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 

3 large garlic cloves, peeled and ends 
removed 

¥2 Cup marinated in oil sun-dried tomatoes 
3 ounces unsalted butter, at room 
temperature 

¥% teaspoon smoked paprika 

34, teaspoon salt 

Extra sun-dried tomato pieces, for garnish 
Fresh basil sprigs, optional for garnish 

1. Season steaks all over with salt and 
pepper. Place the steaks on a rack set over 
a plate or tray and refrigerate, uncovered, 
for 6 to 12 hours. Bring to room temperature 
before grilling. 


the ratio of marbling and 
the younger the beef, the 
higher the grade of meat. If 


because it usually has good 
marbling, which creates a 
juicy steak. 


2.Inasmall food processor mince the 
garlic until pureed. Add the tomatoes, butter, 
smoked paprika and salt and puree until 
smooth. 

3. Scoop the butter out of the bowl into the 
center of a 12-inch piece of waxed paper or 
plastic wrap. Roll up plastic wrap, pressing 
the butter into a log shape. Twist the ends 

to close. Place in freezer for 6 hours or the 
refrigerator for at least 4 hours until firm. 

If frozen, allow it to thaw in the fridge until 
well-chilled. 

4. Prepare a grill ora grill plate on the 
stove for medium-high grilling. Grill to 
desired doneness, about 3 to 5 minutes per 
side for medium rare. Transfer the steaks to 
a platter. 

5. Unroll the wax paper and slice the butter 
into %-inch pieces. Top each steak with a few 
slices. Scatter a few sun-dried tomato pieces 
on top and garnish with and an optional basil 
sprig. Serve immediately. 


UNFORGETTABLE 
WINES OF 2021 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


Regardless of where I am in the world 
or what’s happening, one thing is constant: 
I’ve got a bottle of wine to try. 

So many memorable experiences have 
occurred on the wine road, as I’ve discov- 
ered new regions and producers or seen 
what old acquaintances were doing. 

Not this year. While 2021 permitted 
steps toward normality, most of my adven- 
turing with wine took place at home. The 
wines themselves took me on journeys. 

No matter the circumstance, good wines 
can create indelible memories. Here are 
the most memorable wines I drank in 2021, 
from youngest to oldest. 


Cacique Maravilla Pipefno Pais Bio Bio 
2019: This bottle is a thirst quencher, an 
uncomplicated $19 liter of red from the Bio 
Bio region of Chile. So what’s memorable 
about it? For me, it epitomized how wine is 
evolving. 

Chile once seemed to export a lot of 
cheap, mediocre wines from big compa- 
nies, interspersed with the occasional 
polished trophy bottle, mostly from famil- 
iar international grapes. Old vineyards of 
pais, known as mission in English, were 
dismissed as rustic and uninteresting. 
They were the province of old farmers, 
who turned the grapes into pipefio — fresh, 
rough wines that were consumed locally. 

It turned out, though, that an interna- 
tional market existed for exactly these 
sorts of lively, refreshing wines, like this 
one, by Manuel Moraga, a vigneron who 
farms organically and captures the spirit 
and energy of the place in every bottle. 


Domaine des Ardoisiéres Vin des 
Allobroges Argile Blanc 2019: I’ve been 
enjoying the wines of the Savoie region of 
France for a long time, though primarily 
the reds and sparklers. This was the year I 
fell in love with Savoie whites. 

Savoie is in the Alpine foothills of eastern 
France, where the border intersects with 
Switzerland and Italy. The whites, made of 
local grapes like altesse, mondeuse blanche 
and jacquere, all seem to have a breezy, 
cool feel to them, as if a fresh mountain 
wind were blowing right at you. 

This bottle epitomizes the appeal of the 
Savoie whites. It’s made of jacquére and 
mondeuse blanche, along with chardon- 
nay, all organically farmed, and it’s almost 
shocking in its incisive precision and 
purity. It’s easy to toss around the word 
terroir, but these wines truly have a sense 
of place. 


Travis Tausend Adelaide Hills Riesling 
‘Opa, Watch Out!’ 2018: Travis Tausend 
is athoughtful Australian producer 

who makes natural wines in the town of 
Hope Forest, on the southern edge of the 
Adelaide Hills. 

I was drawn to his carefully considered 
wines when I visited him in the Adelaide 
Hills in 2019. I’ve rarely seen a bottle in 
the United States, but I spotted this one in 
June at Dame, a seafood restaurant that 
divides its wine list into two sections: one 
called James Bond, for the classics, and 
another titled Austin Powers, for the new 
wave. 

The riesling was even better than I 
remembered — fresh, energetic, textured 
and eminently digestible, a favorite word of 
Tausend’s, as I recall. At our outdoor table 
in Greenwich Village, the wine seemed 
to capture the peacefulness of the Hope 
Forest countryside. 


Istine Chianti Classico Vigna Istine 2018: 
For some years, now, I’ve had an insatiable 
thirst for Chianti Classico. So it is excit- 
ing to see newer Chianti producers like 
Istine, in Radda, doing such beautiful work, 
making wines of purity and finesse that are 
nonetheless true to their Chianti Classico 
roots. 

Or should I say Radda roots? As in 
numerous other regions, Chianti is debat- 
ing whether to add subzones to labels, 
like Radda in Chianti, recognizing that 
the different Chianti communes can have 
distinctive qualities. To me, the signature 
of Radda, where Istine farms its organic 
vineyards at relatively high altitudes, 
is elegance and finesse, and this bottle 
seemed particularly graceful and floral. 

While I love Chiantis in a range of styles, 
I find myself particularly drawn to those 
from Radda. The fact that this bottle cost 
$24, less than half the price of some other 
Chianti Classicos, made the experience of 
drinking it particularly sweet. 


Hiyu Wine Farm Columbia Gorge 
Hypericum 2017: Hiyu Wine Farm, outside 
Hood River, Oregon, in the Columbia River 
Gorge, is an astounding place. I was having 
lunch there in July, on my first extended 
trip in a year-and-a-half. I had driven up 
from Los Angeles to the Gorge, stopping in 
wine regions on the way. 

As I was eating a delicious piece of hali- 
but and drinking this bottle, made from 
grapes like assyrtiko, fiano and others that 
trace a path from Greece to Southern Italy, 
I looked out the window at a wild meadow 
bursting with herbs and wildflowers, with 
bees and butterflies flitting about. 
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A bottle of Domaine des Ardoisieres Vin 
des Allobroges Argile Blanc 2019. TONY 
CENICOLA/THE NEW YORK TIMES FILE 


The wine tasted almost exactly as I 
imagined the meadow smelled, herbal and 
floral, vaguely Alpine. It was completely 
unconventional, a tad mystical, wholly 
enchanting and completely in keeping 
with the ethos of Hiyu. 


Domaine Trapet Marsannay Rouge 2017: I 
wrote about this wine recently in an arti- 
cle examining what “greatness” means 
when applied to wine. I suggested that 
reserving the term for the most complex 
and age-worthy bottles was too limiting, 
and that many other wines could be great, 
depending on how well they reflected the 
occasion at which they were consumed. 

This bottle was a good example, I 
thought. My wife and I drank it in Septem- 
ber in Brussels with our younger son and 
his partner, whom we hadn’t seen in nearly 
two years. 

Trapet is an excellent producer, based 
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in Gevrey-Chambertin. It makes a range 

of wines including several grand crus, the 
top of the Burgundy hierarchy. Compara- 
tively speaking, the Marsannay is a humble 
wine, without the grandeur of, say, Trapet’s 
grand cru Chambertin. 

In an objective sense, considering their 
potential for aging and achieving complex- 
ity, the Chambertin would be deemed the 
superior wine. But on this occasion, the 
Marsannay was the better choice. 

Though simply a village wine, a couple 
of notches beneath grand cru, it was earthy 
and floral, lovely to admire and delicious to 
enjoy but not distracting. 


Bodegas Cota 45 Ube Las Vegas El 
Carrascal 2017: This year I’ve been 
inspired by wines like this one from Cota 
45 in the Jerez region of southern Spain, 
sherry country. The proprietor, Ramiro 
Ibafiez, is fascinated by the terroir of Jerez, 
a quality sadly neglected in the production 
of mass-market sherries, except for a small 
group of serious-minded producers who 
seek out the pure expression of albariza, as 
the chalky white soils are called. 

El Carrascal is one of a series of wines 
made by Ibafiez that are meant to express 
the albariza terroir. Like sherry, these 
wines are made from the palomino grape, 
but unlike sherry they are not fortified. 

Carrascal is from a single vineyard, 

Vifia Las Vegas, in manzanilla territory, 
near Sanlucar de Barrameda. It seemed 
to express the savory, fragile essence of 
manzanilla, demonstrating that fortifying 
the wine — adding neutral spirit to raise 
the alcohol level to 15% or more — was 
unnecessary. 


Equipo Navazos La Bota de Manzanilla 32 
Saca de October 2011: Speaking of Jerez, 
I had the pleasure of visiting the region in 
2012 and was particularly happy to spend 
time with Jesus Barquin and Eduardo 
Ojeda, the two men behind Equipo 
Navazos, a sort of high-end négociant that 
was spearheading a sherry renaissance. 

In an industry dominated by mass 
production of generally mediocre, inex- 
pensive wines, they were bottling small 
quantities of extraordinary sherries that 
demonstrated how much of the conven- 
tional wisdom about sherry was wrong. 

Chief among the beliefs is that fragile 
sherries like manzanilla must be consumed 
almost immediately upon purchase or 
they will deteriorate. But here was this 
sherry, bottled in 2011, which I opened in 
October at a picnic in Central Park after it 
had rested in my wine fridge for most ofa 
decade. 

It turned out I drank the same wine, La 
Bota de Manzanilla 32, in 2012, finding 
it gentle but intense, with great finesse. 
Nine years later it was brilliant, its salinity 
and minerality concentrated by the aging, 
yet still a ravishing example of intensity 
without weight. Maybe hyperfiltered, 
mass-market sherries can’t age, but this 
one? Absolutely. 


LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS GIVE YOU 
TIME TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME. 
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M&M cookies 


Eric Kim chased the gooey, crackly texture of 
these treats and offers a simple formula. 


Makes: About 16 cookies 

Total time: 30 minutes 

¥% cup unsalted butter, very soft 

1 cup granulated sugar 

Y%, packed cup dark brown sugar 

1 large egg, at room temperature 

1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) or 
34, teaspoon coarse kosher salt 

¥, teaspoon baking soda 

1% cups all-purpose flour 

¥2 cup M& M’s 

1. Heat the oven to 350 degrees and line 2 
large sheet pans with parchment. 
2.Inalarge bowl, whisk together butter, 
sugars, egg, vanilla and salt by hand until 
smooth and fluffy, at least 1 minute. Whisk in 
baking soda, then switch to a rubber spatula. 
Add flour, then carefully and coarsely chop 
the M & M’s and add them, too. Gently stir to 
combine. Place the bowl in the refrigerator 
while you wait for the oven to finish heating. 
3. Using two spoons or a cookie scoop, plop 
out 2-tablespoon rounds spaced a couple of 
inches apart on the sheet pans. (You should 
get about 8 cookies per pan.) Bake until 
lightly golden at the edges, 10 to 12 minutes. 
Let cool completely on the sheet pan; they 
will continue to cook as they sit. 


Iced oatmeal cookies 


Jerrelle Guy makes a pantry cookie extra craggy 
so that icing strikingly coats the tops of these 
chewy-centered treats. 


Makes: 15 cookies 

Total time: 35 minutes, plus cooling 

1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

¥, teaspoon kosher salt 

2 Cup granulated sugar 

¥%, packed cup light brown sugar 

1 large egg, at room temperature 

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon or pumpkin 
pie spice 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

¥2 teaspoon baking soda 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

34, Cup PDOWdered Sugar 

5 teaspoons whole or oat milk, plus more as 
needed 

1. Heat the oven to 350 degrees and linea 
large baking sheet with parchment. 

2. Ina bowl, combine the oats, flour and salt. 
In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
whisk attachment, beat both sugars with the 
eggs, cinnamon, vanilla and baking soda on 
high speed, scraping the bowl as needed, until 
glossy, pale and thick, a full 2 minutes. Reduce 
the speed to medium. Very slowly drizzle in 
the melted butter and whisk until thoroughly 
incorporated. Add the oat mixture and gently 
fold by hand using a wooden spoon or rubber 
spatula just until incorporated, being careful 
not to overmix. 

3. Using a small cookie scoop or two spoons, 
drop 15 golf ball-size mounds of dough onto 
the sheet pan, spacing them at least 2 inches 
apart. Bake until the edges and surface are 
set and lightly golden brown, but the center is 
still sooey, 12 to 14 minutes. Remove from the 
oven and immediately rap the baking sheet 
on the counter or stovetop a couple of times 
to help the cookies flatten a little more, and 
cool on the sheet for 5 minutes. 

4.Inasmall bowl, mix the powdered 

sugar and milk using a fork until the icing is 
completely smooth and very thick but still 
moves if you tilt the bowl. Add more milk in 
small increments as needed. Dip only the 
very tops of the cookies into the bowl of 
icing, leaving the deeper cracks in the cookies 
uncoated and allowing any excess icing to 
drip back into the bowl. Flip the cookies over 
and return them to the baking sheet to allow 
the icing to harden, 10 to 15 minutes. The iced 
cookies will keep in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up to 1 week. 


Spiced orange crumble cookies 


Reminiscent of mulled wine, this tartlike cookie 
from Yewande Komolafe uses clove-spiced 
dough as a nutty base and crumbly topping. 


Makes: 16 cookies 

Total time: 1 hour 15 minutes 

¥% cup cold unsalted butter, cut into 42-inch 
cubes, plus more at room temperature for 
brushing the pan 

114 cups all-purpose flour 

34, Cup almond flour 

34, Culp packed dark brown sugar 

1 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 

¥, teaspoon ground cloves 

¥, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

Y%, Cup heavy cream 

6 tablespoons orange marmalade 

1 whole orange 

Powdered sugar, for dusting 

1. Position a rack in the middle of the oven 
and heat the oven to 350 degrees. Butter a 
9-inch springform pan. 

2. In amedium bowl, combine the flour, 
almond flour, brown sugar, salt, cloves and 
black pepper. Rub the butter into the flour 
mixture using your fingers until small pebbles 
form. (Alternatively, use a food processor to 
pulse the dry ingredients with the butter. ) 
Pour the cream over the mixture, stir just until 
combined and squeeze until the dough forms 
¥%,-inch clumps. Transfer a little less than half 
of the crumble (1% loosely packed cups) toa 
small bowl and refrigerate. 

3. Transfer remaining dough to the buttered 
pan and flatten into an even layer by pressing 
into the bottom of the pan with a glass. Bake 
on the middle rack until the edges are golden 
brown and begin to pull away from the sides 
of the pan, about 22 to 25 minutes. Cool in 
the pan for at least 10 minutes. If you tap the 
surface of the cookie, it should sound hollow. 
4. Spread the orange marmalade in an even 
layer over the surface. Sprinkle the reserved 
crumble over the top. Return to the oven and 
bake until the top is golden brown, about 

35 minutes. Zest the orange directly over 

the top while the crumble is still warm. Cool 
completely in the pan, then run a knife along 
the edges of the crumble before releasing 
the sides. Dust with powdered sugar, cut into 
wedges and serve. 
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Iced oatmeal cookies are a chewy treat. ANNA WILLIAMS/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Cookie 
JOY 


Treats for any mood and craving 


The New York Times 


What’s more comforting than a cookie? It’s been a long couple of uncertain 
years, and a homemade cookie is a surefire win. Whether you’ve been feeling 
hope and happiness, or a white-noise melancholy, you'II find that these treats 
from New York Times Cooking recipe creators meet any mood and craving, and 
they all have one thing in common: They deliver joy. Once you get baking, you’ll 
be rewarded with a kitchen that smells like the holidays — and so many good 


things to share and eat. — Genevieve Ko 
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Spiced orange crumble cookies use clove-spiced dough as a nutty base and crumbly topping. 





% sole e Re a 


Fig and cherry cookie pies are similar to cucidati, Italian fig cookies. 








Peanut butter cookies 


Loaded with peanut butter chips, these 
cookies from Genevieve Ko feel like eating 
peanut butter out of a jar. 


Yield: About 50 cookies 

Total time: 45 minutes 

¥2 cup all-purpose flour 

¥% teaspoon baking powder 

34, teaspoon fine sea salt 

¥2 cup unsalted butter, softened 

2 Cup granulated sugar 

¥2 packed cup brown sugar 

1 cup natural salted peanut butter (see note), 
at room temperature 

1 large eggs 

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 

1 cup peanut butter chips 

¥ cup lightly salted roasted peanuts 
(optional) 

1. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Line 2 baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 

2. Whisk flour, baking powder and salt ina 
small bowl. In a large bowl, using a wooden 
spoon or spatula, smash and mix butter 

and both sugars together until smooth and 
creamy. Add peanut butter and stir until 
incorporated. Add egg and vanilla, and stir 
until well combined. Add flour all at once and 
fold gently until dry bits disappear, then fold 
in the peanut butter chips and peanuts, if 
using, until evenly dispersed. 

3. Using a small cookie scoop or a measuring 
tablespoon, drop rounds of dough ona 
prepared sheet, spacing 12 inches apart. 
Bake until just dry on top and set along the 
edges, 10 to 11 minutes. Do not overbake. 
Scoop and drop dough onto the second 
sheet while the first bakes, then slide into the 
oven when the first comes out. 

4. Place the baking sheets on racks to cool 
completely. The cookies will keep in an 
airtight container at room temperature for up 
to 1 week or in the freezer for up to 2 months. 
Note: Look for peanut butter with only 
roasted peanuts and salt in the ingredient list, 
and be sure to stir well if the oil is separated. 
Chunky or creamy is a deeply held personal 
preference, so choose your favorite. 


Fig and cherry cookie pies 


Similar to cucidati, Italian fig cookies, these 
melt-in-your-mouth pies from Samantha 
Seneviratne are stuffed with a tender dried- 
fruit filling. 


Makes: About 2 2 dozen cookies 

Total time: 2 hours, plus chilling 

For the pastry: 

3 cups all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting 
34, Cup POWdered Sugar 

34, teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 
1cup plus 2 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, 
cut into cubes 

3 large egg yolks 

5 tablespoons heavy cream, plus more as 
needed 

For the filling: 

¥2 cup loosely packed chopped dried figs, 
hard stems removed (about 6 dried figs) 

¥2 cup dried sweetened sour cherries or 
cranberries, chopped 

¥, Cup raw or roasted almonds 

3 tablespoons dark brown sugar 

2 tablespoons dark rum 

1 tablespoon freshly grated orange zest (from 
1 orange) 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

¥2 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 
For the glaze: 

1 cup powdered sugar, sifted 

¥% teaspoon almond extract 

3 to 4 tablespoons heavy cream 

Sprinkles 

1. Prepare the pastry: Combine the flour, 
powdered sugar and salt in the bowl of a 
food processor. Add the butter and pulse 
until the mixture resembles a coarse meal. 
Add the egg yolks and cream, and pulse just 
until the dough starts to come together. Add 
more cream if necessary, but stop before the 
dough is too wet. Tip the dough out onto a 
piece of plastic wrap and form it into a ball, 
divide in two and wrap each half in plastic 
wrap. Chill for at least 2 hours. 

2. Meanwhile, prepare the filling: In a small 
saucepan, combine the figs, cherries and 1% 
cups water, and bring to a low simmer over 
medium heat. Cook until the figs are very 
soft, about 15 minutes, adding a little more 
water as necessary to make a moist paste. 
Transfer to the bowl of a food processor and 
add the almonds, brown sugar, rum, orange 
zest, cinnamon and salt, and pulse until 

you have a relatively smooth paste. (You 
should have about 1% cups filling.) Let cool 
completely. 

3. Line 2 baking sheets with parchment 
paper. Working with 1 ball at a time, roll the 
dough out to %-inch thickness on a very 
lightly floured surface. Use a 2 %-inch cookie 
cutter to cut out circles. Transfer the circles 
to the prepared baking sheet. Scoop about 
a scant tablespoon of filling onto half of 

the dough circles. Brush the edges of the 
filled circles with a bit of cream and top with 
another dough circle, gently pressing the 
edges to seal. Repeat with the remaining 
dough and filling. (If the dough becomes too 
soft, pop it into the fridge to firm up before 
continuing.) You can reroll and cut the dough 
scraps one time. 

4. Chill the pies for 10 minutes. Use a fork to 
crimp all of the edges. (If you’d like to neaten 
the edges, you can go over the cookies 

again with the cookie cutter.) Refrigerate 
the cookies for at least 30 more minutes. 
While the cookies chill, heat the oven to 350 
degrees. 

5. Brush the top of each cookie with cream. 
Bake until they’re golden and crisp, 25 to 30 
minutes, rotating the sheets halfway through. 
Transfer cookies to a rack to cool completely. 
6. Prepare the glaze: In a small bowl, 

whisk together the sugar, almond extract 
and 3 tablespoons cream. The icing should 
be spreadable. If it isn’t, stir in another 
tablespoon cream. Spread a bit of the glaze 
on each cookie and top with sprinkles. Store 
in an airtight container at room temperature 
for up to 3 days or freeze for a month. 

Note: You can make the pastry, wrap it well 
and refrigerate it up to 3 days before you use 
it, or you can freeze it for up to 1 month. The 
filling can be made up to 3 days ahead as well. 
Some say the filling tastes even better aftera 
short rest, but it isn’t essential. 


